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Weather 
Report  Hi° Lo° Precip.

2017  38º -06º 0.05" snow

2016 56º 20º none

2012 47º 16º 0.07" mix

2007 54º 19º 0.03" rain

1997  35º 13º .05" rain/trace snow

1992 na 

Week of November 6-12

 by the 
Nimrod

DNR
Forestry
Station

Public Notices
Check out the latest public notices from the City of 

Menahga.  
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At 12:05 a.m. on Monday, 

November 13, the Menahga 

Police Department and the 

Wadena County Sheriff’s Of-

fice received a 911 call report-

ing an incident at 814 Oak Ave 

NE in the city of Menahga.  
Officers from Menahga 

partment, Wadena County 

Sheriff’s Office and Minne-

sota BCA are working on a 

continuing joint investigation 

of this case. They do not be-

lieve there is any further risk 

to the public at this time.
The residence was owned 

Police Department, Sebeka 

Police Department, MN State 

Patrol and Wadena County 

Sheriff’s Office responded to 

the residence and found two 

male individuals inside the 

residence deceased from ap-

parent gunshot wounds.

by Olga Wilkowski, who 

had passed away at Green 

Pine Acres Nursing Home 

on Wednesday, November 8. 

Mr. Albin was known to be a 

close friend/significant other 

of Mrs. Wilkowski for many 

years and also resided in the 

The men were identified 

as Michael Callahan, 67, of 

Menahga, and Carl Albin, 82, 

of Menahga. The bodies were 

transported to the Midwest 

Medical Examiner’s Office in 

Ramsey for autopsy.
The Menahga Police De-

home. Callahan worked as an 

independent insurance agent.
Officials were not at liberty 

to comment on possible rea-

sons for Callahan’s presence 

in the home, possible motives 

for the shooting, or even to say 

what they believe happened.

Apparent murder/suicide in Menahga

Investigators from the MN Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA), Wadena County Sheriff’s Office and Menahga Police Department were busy collecting evidence at 814 Oak 

Avenue NE in Menahga on Monday morning. The bodies of two men had been discovered in the home the night before.                                      –Photo by Matthew Johnson

By Matthew Johnson
At a special meeting held on Monday, November 13, the 

Menahga School Board officially canvassed the results of the 

Tuesday, November 7, special election. The board followed that 

action up with a unanimous vote to sell $8.3 million of the $14 

million in general obligation bonds district voters authorized 

last week, per the recommendation of district financial advisor 

Ehlers & Associates, Inc.
“There is a lot of joyful exuberance at the school these days,” 

Superintendent Kevin Wellen wrote in his report to the board. 

“A huge thank you to the taxpayers for finding a way to support 

the needs of our students for their future!” 

Katie Howard, previously appointed to the school board seat 

vacated by former Board Chair Ernest Huhta, Jr., won the posi-

tion included on the ballot by an overwhelming majority. She 

received 659 votes, Anna Skaro received 321, Bob Smith re-

ceived 155, and there were four write-ins. Also, there were a 

total of 80 completely blank or defective ballots related to the 

school board member portion of the election.

As for the building bond referendum portion of the election, 

the first question passed 710 Yes to 503 No votes, the second 

question passed 623 Yes to 579 No, and the third question 

failed 559 Yes to 632 No votes.

Encompassed in the first two questions is construction of a 

two-story high school addition with 10 additional classrooms 

on the main floor and 12 on the upper level, new shop spaces, 

a new kitchen and lunchroom, and a one-station gym replac-

ing the current multi-purpose room in the high school, along 

with new locker rooms and toilets. The third question, which 

failed, would have added accessible space for adaptive physical 

education, expanded gym/performance space, a clean lab for 

robotics and laser engraving, a new fitness and weight room, 

and a new high school office.
Ehlers recommended bonding for $8.3 million of the $14 

million project now and then early in 2018 bonding for the re-

maining $5.7 million. They expect that this should save about 

half a percent on interest, which would amount to an estimated 

$790,000 of savings over the life of the bonds. The additional 

cost in issuing the bonds this way is estimated at $40,000, ac-

cording to Wellen.

Ehlers is planning to share results of the first bond sale with 

the board at another special meeting planned to be held at 5 

p.m. on Monday, December 11.

The board discussed the process for hiring an architect and 

beginning the process of interviewing firms as early as next 

week.
Brian Stavenger of accounting firm Eide Bailly presented 

the Fiscal Year 2017 audit report to the board. He summed it up 

by saying the district, in comparison to its budget, was “very 

much where you want to be at the end of the year…” (the fiscal 

year ended June 30).
Stavenger pointed out there were “no real red flags” found 

during the audit, that most districts levy about twice as much 

from local taxpayers as Menahga does, and that Menahga 

spends less per student on average than other districts of simi-

lar size.
Superintendent Wellen followed that up with a comment 

of his own: “Our fund balance is strong. It’s hitting our num-

bers… a nice, positive audit.”

Menahga Board canvasses election results 

By Matthew Johnson
As they look at the city’s budget for the coming year, 

Menahga city officials may be faced with an opportunity to 

bring the final tax levy down to a 1 percent increase from the 

preliminary levy increase of 12.2 percent.

City Councilmember Maxine McNeece has been question-

ing not only what the West Central Economic Development 

Alliance (WCEDA) has done for Menahga lately, but what 

would it do to the city’s final levy to remove the $10,000 sub-

sidy to WCEDA from their budget. 

Mayor Pat Foss admitted that he is struggling to answer the 

first question, but the answer to the second question is clear: it 

would reduce the annual tax levy to nearly zero. That topic was 

discussed during the Menahga City Council’s regular monthly 

meeting on Monday, November 13.

Mayor Foss indicated that he is in favor of waiting until De-

cember to determine what, if anything, WCEDA is doing for 

Menahga. He said the city can withhold the funds from WCE-

DA “with cause,” but indicated a desire to keep the $10,000 in 

the budget for economic development activities.

It was pointed out during the meeting, however, that the city 

has already committed an additional $15,000 in their budget 

for economic development, which means a total of $25,000 

when including the funds for WCEDA.

“I can’t vote for something I can’t see a result (from),” Mc-

Neese said, referring to WCEDA.

Regardless of whatever personnel issues WCEDA may be 

having, Mayor Foss noted it’s important to have their support 

for economic development projects that may arise in the future.

The council will continue budget discussions during another 

special meeting starting at 10 a.m. on Thursday, November 16, 

at City Hall.
Greenwood Connections

Greenwood Connections (GWC) Administrator Laura Ahlf 

told the council on Monday that she expects actual ground-

breaking to begin on the multi-million-dollar nursing home 

addition project soon, possibly within a week’s time.

Officials have been waiting on final building permit approv-

al from the Department of Labor and Industry and the Min-

nesota Department of Health, and rumors have begun to circu-

late. Ahlf indicated she wants to dispel those rumors, including 

that actual groundbreaking will not ever happen, which is not 

the case, she said.
“Hopefully by this time next month, you’ll be telling me 

you’ve got a hole in the ground over there,” said Mayor Foss.

In other nursing home related news, Ahlf announced that the 

GWC Board voted unanimously to switch its health insurance 

provider from Health Partners to PEIP, which is the Public 

Employees Insurance Program. Staying with Health Partners 

would have resulted in a 29 percent premium increase, for a 

total increase in 2018 of $120,000. With PEIP, she said, GWC 

will see a $44,000 savings in premiums. The HSA contribution 

will remain the same at $1,752 a year.

The council approved the GWC Board’s decision, and ap-

proved a performance incentive policy which will pay out an 

approved dollar amount to eligible employees based on the 

hours worked over a 12-month period of time. Ahlf said she 

would count unused PTO as part of the incentive. She said the 

incentive is designed to retain employees for longer periods of 

time and encourage them to work more hours. She is also con-

sidering increasing the dollar amounts for step pay and other 

pay raises for employees, but not necessarily for all employees 

across the board.
Ahlf reported the nursing home census, as of the meeting, 

was at 64 out of 65 beds occupied.

Councilmember McNeece encouraged Ahlf to continue to 

do whatever it is she is doing for the GWC bottom line. She 

referenced a fiscal year net surplus of around $400,000, before 

adjustments.

Other business
In other business on Monday, November 13, the Menahga 

City Council:
• Acknowledged upgrades made at St. Urho Park to provide 

enough electrical service for a Christmas tree lighting event 

planned for Saturday, December 2. The current St. Urho King 

and Queen will be present for the event to light the tree at 4:30 

p.m. Then, at 4:45 p.m. Santa Claus is expected to be ushered 

into the park with the lights and sirens by the Menahga Fire 

Department. Attendees will enjoy caroling along with apple 

cider and cookies served by the Menahga Area Museum.

• Adopted a resolution authorizing the installation of a 12-

hole Frisbee Disc Golf Course at the Menahga Memorial For-

est Park and Campground. The Menahga Civic & Commerce 

Association (C&C) is actively fundraising to purchase equip-

ment for the course, which includes Frisbee baskets, signs, 

throwing tees and other miscellaneous items.

• Adopted a resolution approving a variance from language 

in the Shoreland Ordinance for Jensine Kurtti’s property lo-

cated at 217 Aspen Avenue SW in Menahga. The action was 

recommended by the Menahga Planning Commission and, 

following a public hearing, the council adopted a resolution 

granting the variance on a unanimous vote.

• Authorized the hiring of Sean Petersen as a firefighter 

with the Menahga Fire Department.

Regular meetings of the Menahga City Council are usually 

held at 7 p.m. on the second Monday of the month at the City 

Hall.

WCEDA may be on Menahga chopping block
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Weather
Forecast

Thursday
11°/-1°
Chance
Snow 

Saturday
18°/-1°
Partly
Cloudy

Friday
14°/-3°
Chance
Snow  

Sunday
26°/8°
Partly
Cloudy

Hi° Lo° Precip.
2009 37° -11° .58” mix
2008 34° -23° .25” snow
2004 22° -23° 2.00” snow
1999 44° -2° trace (s)
1989 28° -20° .50” snow
1984 41° -10° .15” rain

Reported by the
DNR Forestry Station

Nimrod, MN

for the Week
Feb. 9 - Feb. 15
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The Wadena County Sheriff ’s
Department was dispatched to the
scene of a tragic accident at a cattle
ranch one and a half miles north of
Nimrod at 5:18 p.m. on Wednesday,
February 11.

When Sheriff ’s deputies arrived at
the ranch, they found Harold W.
(Tinker) Skov, 45, and Douglas A.
Amundson, 62, both of rural Sebeka,
dead at the scene.

The accident occurred while the two
men were unloading a semi-trailer
load of large round hay bales. At
some point in the process, several
bales came off the trailer and rolled
on top of the victims. The Wadena
County Sheriff ’s Office does not sus-
pect foul play and ruled the deaths
an accident.

W a d e n a
County Sheriff
Michael D.
Carr said,
“These two
men will be
sadly missed by
their families,
friends and
this small com-
munity. This is
one of the most tragic accidents I
have ever seen in my career. My
thoughts and prayers go out to both
families”.

Assisting the Wadena County
Sheriff ’s Department at the scene were
the Minnesota State Patrol, Tri-County
Ambulance, Sebeka Fire and Rescue,
and Wevley Funeral Home of Sebeka.

Editor’s note: The Review Messenger
management and staff joins the many
friends of these two men in the commu-
nity in extending our condolences to the
families at this most difficult time.
In light of the impact of the situation

on the community (a feature story
appeared on the front page of the
Saturday, 2/14/09 Star Tribune), we
asked a favor of former contributor
Jerry Mevissen to come out of retire-
ment briefly to pen one more Nimrod
Chronicle, which follows here.
Thanks, Jerry.

We also reprinted inside Jerry’s origi-
nal Nimrod Chronicle article titled
“Cattle Working Day” that was previ-
ously published on these pages back in
2003 as a tribute to Tinker and the
area’s ongoing cowboy heritage.

Tinker, Deana and Logan Skov

Two Die in Ranch Accident

Doug Amundson

Nimrod Suffers Twin Tragedies
By Jerry Mevissen

How does a family deal
with the accidental death of
a husband, a father, a broth-
er? How does a small town
deal with the death of two
neighbors? That’s the strug-
gle for the Doug Amundson
and Tinker Skov families,
and the entire Nimrod com-

munity. Doug and Tinker
were killed Wednesday,
February 11, while unload-
ing hay bales at the Skov
ranch north of town.

Despite their differences
in age (Tinker, 45; Doug,
62), and size (Tinker, 32”
waist; Doug, a bit more),
they shared common traits –

a love of country, cowboy life,
an independent streak, a
playful sense of humor.

Doug was a Minnesota
cowboy in 1963 when he
applied for a wrangling job
on a Hayes, SD ranch. His
wife to be, Ardie, babysat
there, her mother cooked for
the ranch hands, and her

dad maintained machinery.
They married and returned
to Minnesota, where Doug
continued his western
lifestyle until a lightning
strike in 1979 left him with
unsteady knees. His biggest
regret, he said, was never to
ride again.

(Continued on Page 11)

Spring is Coming . . .

This resident of Itasca State Park enjoyed the relative warmth of the February sun last Saturday near
the Mississippi Headwaters. – Photo by Rebecca Komppa

Cows Found
Dead on
Sebeka Farm

According to a report that
appeared in the Wednesday,
February 11, Fergus Falls
Daily Journal, the Otter Tail
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment received a report on
Tuesday afternoon, Feb-
ruary 10, that there were
dead cows laying in a farm-
yard in Blowers Township
west of Sebeka. A deputy
responded to the address
and found 12 dead cows and
another 90 live ones on the
farm. The owner was provid-
ing food, water and shelter,
but told the deputy that
their hay was low quality.

The Otter Tail County
Sheriff ’s Department said
on Tuesday, February 17,
that the Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment is still investigating
the situation and has not
yet determined if charges
will be filed, and they could
not release any information
regarding the name or
address of the property
owner. The Minnesota
Animal Humane Society has
been contacted regarding
the situation. The deputy
involved with the case said
that recent weather condi-
tions played a role in the
animals’ demise. He expect-
ed that details of the com-
plaint may be released next
week.

By Roy Rudderforth
Although the Sebeka

School District will continue
to spend more than it
receives in revenues, the
pressure on the fund bal-
ance reserve will be reduced
by the retirement of eight
staff members who recently
accepted the early retire-
ment incentive approved by
the school board last month.

If the Board ultimately
chooses to follow the admin-
istration’s recommendations
for restaffing the vacancies,
the District could reduce
payroll expenses by nearly
$1 million over the next five
years.

The early retirement list
approved at the regular
school board meeting on
February 10 included four
teachers, two custodial
employees, a secretary and a
paraprofessional. Superin-
tendent David Fjeldheim
recommended that one
teaching position in the ele-
mentary remain vacant and
one special education posi-
tion be reduced by half. One
of the custodial positions
would also be reduced by
half and the school would
make do with one less secre-
tary. The rest of the posi-
tions will presumably be
restaffed with lower-cost

(Continued on Page 5)

Eight to Retire
Early From
Sebeka School

Wolf Lake Winterfest Saturday
By Matthew Johnson

If winter's hanging around a while
yet, we might as well enjoy it and
have some fun in the snow! That's
the attitude of organizers for the
annual Wolf Lake Winterfest, sched-
uled all day this Saturday, February
21. Several indoor and outdoor
events are planned, with something
for everyone to enjoy.

Outdoor events/activities include
Snow Sculpture Contest, Bucket
Ball, Snow Bowling, Children's
Treasure Hunt and Children's Trail
Treasure Hunt, and, back by popular
demand, the Most Unique
Homemade Sled Race.

The Snow Sculpture Contest begins
at 9 a.m. Judges will be picking the
winners at 3:30 p.m., with prizes
awarded at 4:30 p.m. during the
Lions Soup & Chili Feed at the Wolf
Lake Lions Community Hall.
Participants, who pre-registered by
Valentine's Day, may be individuals
or a team of unlimited members. The
individual or team whose sculpture
is judged to be best will receive $100.
The second place winner will receive
$75, third will get $50 and fourth $25.

Beginning at noon, Winterfest
enthusiasts can test their aim at
Bucket Ball, at which contestants of
all ages try to toss a tennis ball into
a bucket to win prizes.

In Snow Bowling, participants race
down the sliding hill on a tube and
knock over as many pins at the bot-
tom of the hill as they can. This is one
of the most popular outdoor activities
during Winterfest - for participants
and spectators! It runs from 12:30 to
2 p.m. at the Sliding Hill. First, sec-
ond and third-place prizes will be
awarded in each of two age divisions:
12 and under, and 13 and over.

Children ages 2 to 7 can enjoy the
Children's Treasure Hunt at the slid-
ing hill at 1 p.m. The children will
hunt for candy and prizes in the
snow. While the youngsters are
searching out goodies, older kids ages
8 to 12 can enjoy the Children's Trail
Treasure Hunt along the hiking trail
behind the warming shack.
Participants will search for hidden
numbers along the trail to win
prizes.

Winterfest organizers may just
have saved the best outdoor event for
last - the Most Unique Homemade
Sled Race. In this event, contestants
bring their own, unique, homemade
sleds from home to race down the
sliding hill. The entry fee per sled is
$5. The event is timed, and prizes are
awarded for the two fastest sleds in
the singles and doubles categories, as
well as the Most Unique sleds in
those two categories. The fastest and
most unique sleds in each category

win $100, and the second fastest
sleds in each category win $50.
Judges decisions are final, and the
prizes will be awarded at 5:30 p.m.
during the Lions Soup & Chili Feed.

To encourage homemade creativity
and empasize the “uniqueness”
aspect of the Most Unique
Homemade Sled Race competition,
no toboggans or store-bought sleds
will be allowed to compete. Motorized
units are also not allowed in the
event. Of course, all sleds entered
must be judged "safe" before partici-
pants will be allowed to ride them
down the hill.

A few Winterfest activities are also
being planned for folks who want to
come town with their families but
would rather spend at least some of
their time indoors where it's much
warmer.
Area church congregations are gra-
ciously opening the doors of their
facilities from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. for
arts, crafts and bake sales. – and
they'll be serving pie and coffee.

A Finnish 5 Card Tournament is
planned at Wolf Lake Liquors from
12:30 to 5 p.m. Prizes will be award-
ed to the top three contestants.

The Lions Soup & Chili Feed begins
at 3:30 and ends at 6 p.m. at the Wolf
Lake Lions Community Hall. The
Wolf Lake Lions will also be 

(Continued on Page 12)

By Rebecca Komppa
A majority of people in Sebeka do not want the munici-

pal pool to close.
That is the concensus the Sebeka City Council came to

on Tuesday night, February 10. Councilmembers Mike
Lillquist and Quentin Ness reported to the full council
that the citizens who spoke to them were overwhelmingly
in favor of keeping the pool open.

Ted Kaufman, who is on the citizens’ pool committee, was
also present at the meeting to speak in favor of keeping the
pool open for the kids in the community. However, he agreed
that cuts were needed to bring down the costs and suggested
that the staff be reduced to two lifeguards.

Ness reported that having a third lifeguard on duty at
the pool cost nearly $6,000, considering the hours the pool
was open last summer.

“We asked the people,” said Mayor David Anderson.
“Now we just have to figure out how to make it work.”

Included in the possible changes discussed to reduce
cost and raise revenue, were reducing the staff to two life-
guards, cutting the hours the pool is open, and raising the
fees for swimming lessons and passes. No action was
taken at Tuesday’s meeting.

Kaufman also reported that there is $2,000 in the citi-
zens committee’s pool fund that could be used to help pur-
chase new tarps, which are needed to hold in the water’s
heat and chemicals.

Public Works Supervisor Gary Klovstad reported that the
pool will need to be painted this year. He expressed a need
for volunteers to roll on the epoxy. City Clerk Sally Sandberg
is currently looking into possible grants to pay for the paint.

The pool issue overshadowed the council’s other request for
citizen input: Should City Hall be closed one day a week?

(Continued on Page 3)

Sebeka Pool Saved
By Popular Demand
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CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say "good,"  
you say "neighbor." 

Now that's teamwork.Johannes Insurance Agcy Inc
Jolene Johannes LUTCF, Agent
763 Jefferson Street North
Wadena, MN 56482
Bus: 218-631-1297  Toll Free: 800-450-1297

Premium Savings with
Farmers Union Insurance

KIM RASMUSSEN,
Agent

White Pine Center
Menahga, MN

218-564-5300

AUTO ★ HOME ★ FARM ★ LIFE
CROP ★ BUSINESS ★ HEALTH

CONTACT KIM TODAY FOR ALL THE GOOD NEWS
ABOUT BETTER RATES AND PACKAGE DISCOUNTS

THAT WILL SAVE YOU EVEN MORE MONEY!

104 Park Ave. N., Suite 204 Phone: 218-732-5745
Park Rapids, MN Fax: 218-732-1333
E-mail: aoins@arvig.net MN License #20082158

Tammy Ovsak, owner/agent

• Group Medical Insurance
• Senior Products

• Individual Medical
Insurance

Review your
insurance plans

often

See one of
these fine

agents for all
your insurance

needs!

We have “No Problem”
saving you money.

Jenny Pederson, CISR

311 S. Jefferson, Wadena, MN 56482 • 218-631-3274 • 218-631-1994 (fax)
jenny.pederson@ebnerinsurance.com

hen you insure both your car
and home with us, through 

Auto-Owners Insurance Company,
we’ll save you money! Stop in, or
call us today for a “No Problem”
insurance check up.

20 Jefferson St. S., Wadena, MN 56482 • 218-631-3274 • 218-631-1994 (fax)
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YOU’RE NEVER TOO OLD TO SAVE MONEY!
Let us show you how we can save you money on your car
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member of a company-approved retirement association or
group, you may qualify for a substantial car insurance
discount. Ask us about it today!

Paying more than you need for
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Underwritten and issued by Auto-Owners Life Insurance Company

Over the years, many things 
have changed, but the one 
thing that will never change 
is the love you share.
You taught your children to look both ways before crossing the street. You showed them how to budget and spend money wisely. 
You taught them how to be safe drivers. But, there’s a whole different type of  protection you may be missing.

When you purchase a life insurance policy from Auto-Owners Insurance, you can rest easy knowing you’re protecting the ones you love. 
Talk to your local independent agent representing Auto-Owners Insurance about the life insurance options available. 
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New business in Menahga…

On Monday, December 3, ambassadors from the Menahga Civic & Commerce Association 
welcomed AAA Roll-Off Service, owned by Glen Christianson, to the community. 
Presenting the plaque are (l to r) Dorothy Ollanketo, Gloria Markkula, Liz Olson, Glen 
Christianson, Marlene Snyder and Jeff Yungbauer. We welcome Glen and his AAA Roll-
Off Service business to Menahga! Photo submitted

By Carolyn Pulju
A Place Building With 

Missing Pieces….
In the 1890s there was a 

two-story building on Crooks 
Avenue which is now Birch 
Avenue. This was built by 
Rich Anderson. The State 
Bank was located here which 
later became the First Nation-
al Bank in 1922. Upstairs was 
a hospital. It is hard to picture 
that as the stairs are so steep. 
It would have been at the west-
end of the building as there are 
many windows and the light-
ing and the view to the west 
was good. Also, from bits of 
information it looks like the 
operating room was in the 
hallway area (very few memo-
ries of this, a missing piece).

 In the 1940s, Frank John-
son bought the building. 

At one time it was an antique 
store and later the Jarvinen 
Furniture and Funeral Home. 
At that time the title for the 
Funeral Director was the Un-
dertaker. Jarvinens’ had an 
apartment upstairs. In those 
days, apartments often had a 
large rope attached to the ceil-
ing which was to be used as an 
escape if there was a fire. You 
were to open a window and 
swing out to safety. I baby sat 
for a family at one time where 
this was explained to me, but I 
don’t recall what you did with 
the kids. 

This business was later sold 
to Leon Keranen and his fam-
ily. They also lived upstairs. 
It looks like there was a drug 
store there at one time by the 
sign on the building (another 
missing piece).

Later it became Jan’s Hair 
Attitude which has been in op-
eration since 1990. This build-
ing also housed Dick’s Barber 
Shop, owner Dick Meyer. He 
also is still remembered.

In the recent years, this 
building also has several 
apartments. It was recently 
refurbished by Mark and Glo-
ria Markkula and has a total 
makeover. Great to see this 
history go on. Missing pieces 
welcomed.

 Nutrition meals are served 
five days a week at the 
Menahga and Sebeka Senior 
Citizens Centers. Anyone age 
60 and over and their spouse, 
regardless of age, are eligible 
to participate in the program.
 Funding is under contract 
with the Minnesota Board on 
Aging and Central Minnesota 
on Aging as part of the Older 
Americans Act Program. The 
agency responsible for ad-
ministering this nutrition pro-
gram is Lutheran Social 
Services of Moorhead.
 For reservations, please 
call: 
 Menahga Nutrition Cen ter 
(218) 564-4858 the day be-
fore the meal or by 8:30 a.m. 
the day of the meal to order or 
cancel; 
 Sebeka Senior Citizens 
(218) 837-5068 one day in 
advance between the hours of 
9:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
 The serving time for the 
Senior meal at the Menahga 
Senior Center will be 11:30 
a.m. Menus are subject to 
change.
Monday, December 10
 Turkey Tetrazzini, peas and 
carrots, fruit cocktail, oatmeal 
raisin cookies, wheat bread/
margarine, milk.
Tuesday, December 11
 Salisbury steak/gravy, 
mashed potatoes, corn, Rice 
Crispie bar, wheat bread/mar-
garine, milk. 
Wednesday, December 12
 Chicken rice casserole, 
broccoli, fruit compote, peach 
cobbler, wheat bread/marga-
rine, milk.
Thursday, December 13
 BBQ'd meatballs, mashed 
potatoes, carrots, yellow 
cake/frosting, dinner roll/
margarine, milk.
Friday, December 14
 Boiled dinner, Normandy 
vegetables, saltine crackers, 
cookie, wheat bread/marga-
rine, milk.

* * *
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#1

#2

#3

STRUCK WATER IN NEW WELL
 The Key Well Drilling Co. of St. Paul, 
whose crew has been drilling for a new 
village well, apparently struck a good 
flow of water this week. After other 
attempts water gravel was found at a 
depth of about 140 feet. The gravel 
formation is fourteen feet in depth and 
the 10-in. pipe is filled with water within 
five feet of the surface.
 The present well is not adequate to 
supply the village's needs and the 
council and other citizens as well are 
relieved when another well shows 
ample water supply. 

* * *
GEORGE EIERMAN

 Following is a sketch of the life of 
George H. Eierman, whose death 
occurred on November 15: 
 George Herman Eierman was born in 
Germany October 31, 1874 and came 
to this country at the age of 17 years. 
He stayed at the home of a cousin in 
Indiana until he reached the age of 24. 
Mr. Eierman came to Minnesota in 1905 
and was united in marriage the same 
year to Miss Maude C. Westra. They 
homesteaded in Orton township where 
they lived for a great many years and 
reared their family.
 Besides farming, Mr. Eierman was 
active in lumbering and community 
affairs. He served on the township 
board for a period of nine years and 
was president of the first creamery 
established in Nimrod. In 1932 they 
built a new set of buildings on a farm in 
Lyons township, where they lived until 
1947. From there they moved to Sebeka 
where they bought a home and retired 
from active farm work. He was taken to 
Wesley hospital on November 14 and 
passed away the following day at 9:16 
a.m., at the age of 74 years, 15 days. 
The cause of his death was due to a 
stroke.
 One daughter, Nora M. Eierman, pre-
ceded him in death on January 26, 
1910. Left to mourn his death are his 
wife, Mrs. Maude C. Eierman, and six 
children, namely: Mrs. Wm. Butzin 
(Ethel) of Minneapolis; George E. 
Eierman of White Sulphur Springs, 
Montana; Carl E. Eierman of 
Minneapolis; Stanley M. Eierman of 
Wadena; Mrs. John Hansen (Marjorie) 
of Minneapolis; Mrs. Harold Loween 
(Joyce) of Sebeka. One grandson, 
Richard Loween, preceded him in death 
five weeks ago. He is also survived by 
ten grandchildren and one great grand-
son.
 Funeral services were held in the 
Nimrod Community Hall Thursday after-
noon, November 18 with Rev. T. Meckel 
of Wadena officiating, a large number of 
old friends attending to pay a last tribute 
of respect to a fine citizen and a good 
friend. Interment was made in the 
Nimrod cemetery and the pallbearers 
were Frank Birkholz, Sr., Marvin 
Perkins, Clark Meech, Bert Skaar, Olof 
Loween, John Steinkraus. 

* * *
 HUNTER GOT HIS DEER

 John A. Alden, who is only 77 years 
young, is one of the Sebeka deer hunt-
ers who got their deer the opening day 
of deer season.
 John shot a large buck northwest of 
Sebeka while hunting with a party of 
friends and this makes more than half a 
century of successful big game hunting 
for him.
 Mr. Alden's father was the first home-
steader in Rockwood township and 
John started shooting deer at the age of 
12 years and each season since that 
time he has always gone after his deer. 
"I just can't stop hunting," John says, 
"guess it is in my blood." 

* * *

BIRTHS AT WESLEY HOSPITAL
 11-20-18: To Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Lillquist, Girl, Wadena.
 11-21-48: To Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Schulz, Boy, Sebeka. 

* * *
WEST LYONS

–By Mrs. A. Benson
 Mr. and Mrs. H. Grewing and Mr. and 
Mrs. Bernard Trib of Little Falls, Mrs. 
Harry Grewing and Keith and Miss 
Doloris Ham spent Sunday at the A. 
Benson home. The men folks tried their 
luck hunting deer but didn't bag any.
 Mrs. Lester Perkins, instructor of Dist. 
31, had a Mother's visiting day on 
Friday afternoon. A "pot luck" lunch was 
served at the close of the afternoon. 
The children had a spelling bee and 
had regular classes which were enjoyed 
by the visitors. There were seven moth-
ers present. 

* * *
ANSEL

–By Mrs. H. Schoon
 Mr. Alex Windberg from Minneapolis 
is spending this week with his sister and 
brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. H. Schoon, 
and trying his luck at deer hunting.
 Mr. and Mrs. Gust Schoon and chil-
dren visited at the H. Schoon home 
Saturday night. 

* * *
BLUE GRASS

–By Margery Johnson
 Mrs. Russell OIson and daughters 
Beryl and Frances of Tappen, N. D. 
came Thursday to visit at the home of 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Herman 
Hansen, where they will visit until after 
Thanksgiving.
 Jerome Fjeld of Lake Park visited 
Friday and Saturday at the home of his 
sister and family, the Leonard Knudsons.
 A group of Farm Bureau board mem-
bers came to the Herman Hansen home 
Saturday evening in the form of a fare-
well party on Mr. and Mrs. Hansen, who 
are leaving soon for a visit with relatives 
in Denmark. Those who attended were 
Mr. and Mrs. Dell Gibbs of Verndale, Mr. 
and Mrs. Herman Eitel of Rockwood, 
Harold Pleidrup and mother of Oak 
Grove, and Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Kern 
and Mr. and Mrs. Miles Rowe of 
Wadena. 

* * * 
THE SEBEKA REVIEW 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1948.

FORMER RESIDENT PASSES
AWAY NOVEMBER 15

 Andrew Smith, former resident of 
Menahga, passed away November 15, 
1948, at Seattle, Washington. At the 
time of his death he was 67 years of 
age.
 He leaves to mourn his death five 
children, namely: Walter of Wadena; 
Eino, patient at the Veteran's Hospital, 
Walla Walla, Washington; Mrs. David 
White, Seattle, Washington; Eddie, 
Seattle; and Esther, Chicago, Illinois. 
He also leaves five grandchildren.
 Interment was made at Seattle, 
Washington. 

* * *
MENAHGA SOLDIER RECEIVES 

PROMOTION IN BELGIUM
 Private First Class Harry G. Frazer, of 
Menahga, Minnesota, has been recent-
ly promoted to the rank of Corporal. 
Corporal Frazer, son of Mrs. Hannah 
Nelson of Menahga, is assigned to the 
First Zone of the American Graves 
Registration Command, with headquar-
ters at Leige, Belgium. 

* * *
PIRI-WIERIMA VOWS

EXCHANGED
 Timey I. Piri, daughter of Mr. Andrew 
Piri of Menahga, became the bride of 

Pfc. Kenneth R. Wierima, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ed Wierima of Portland, 
Oregon, at a beautiful candlelight dou-
ble-ring ceremony Saturday evening, 
October 30, at 6:15 with Rev. C. A. 
Larson, of Bethel Lutheran church, 
officiating.
 The wedding took place at the 
groom's home, where the setting was a 
background of beautifully decorated 
large and small, white and gold mums 
tapered in branched candelabra.
 Miss Mabel Pulju, friend of the bride, 
was bridesmaid. Mr. Verdie C. Wierima, 
uncle of the groom, served as best 
man.
 A reception was held immediately fol-
lowing the ceremony. A two-tiered rose 
wedding cake, flanked on either side 
by matching candles, formed the cen-
terpiece, and an informal buffet supper 
was at the guests service.
 Numerous gifts were received by the 
happy couple, who left for Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, where the groom is sta-
tioned with the U. S. Air Force, at Ft. 
Francis E. Warren. 

* * *
SOUTH STRAIGHT RIVER

–By Mrs. Wm. Ristinen
 Misses Mary Jane Sutton and Phyllis 
Jensen of Bemidji spent the week-end 
at the R. Sutton home.
 C. A. Knowles, John Knowles, 
Lawrence Knowles helped Leslie Day 
saw wood Wednesday.
 Harvie Weekley is busy sawing lum-
ber on the Kusi farm. 

* * *
SHELL RIVER NEWS

–By Mrs. Wm. Ollila
 Mrs. Anna Lahti visited Mr. and Mrs. 
William Hovin the past week-end. Mrs. 
Lahti is Mr. Hovin's sister. She plans on 
leaving for Seattle, Washington soon.
 Eddie Tapio, Johnny Lake, and 
Melvin Hillstrom left for Cloquet, 
Minnesota to seek employment.
 Miss Louise Henry accompanied Mr. 
and Mrs. Schmidt to Superior, Wis. 
She has been employed at the Newell 
residence in Wadena for some time. 

* * *
RUNEBERG NEWS

–By Mrs. Paul Etter
 Mr. Ben Kimball was discharged from 
the Park Rapids hospital on Nov. 9th.
 Mr. Kermit Kimball, Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Zoll, son Forest and daughters, Mr. 
Clark Kimball, Mr. Elmer Redetzke, Mr. 
and Mrs.  Wallace Kimball and son, 
John, and Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Hasbargen and daughter, Kathleen are 
some that have called at the Paul Etter 
home to visit Mr. Ben Kimball since he 
came from the hospital. 

* * *
SPRUCE GROVE

–By Mrs. Floyd Rader
 Mrs. Martin Ziegler and Fred Rader 
visited their sister, Mrs. Julius Panter at 
Grand Rapids over Sunday. Mr. J. 
Panter is now a patient at a hospital in 
Duluth.
 Friends and relatives helped Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Hillukka observe their 
Silver wedding anniversary on Sunday, 
Nov. 7th at their home.
 Gerald Wayne, infant son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Koskela, was baptized 
Sunday by Mr. Emil Kallinen. Sponsors 
were: Miss Ethel Kallinen, Rudolph 
Skoog, Mr. and Mrs. Skoog, Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Samuelson, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Chas. Kallinen.
 Mr. and Mrs. Eino Tanney and daugh-
ters have moved to their new home, 
the former Walter Wikman home. 

* * *
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The First National Insurance Agency of Menahga and Sebeka, representing Auto Owners
Life Insurance Company, ranked 49th nationally and 3rd in the State of Minnesota in life and
annuity sales for 2009. Auto Owners Life Insurance Company is rated A+ by A.M. Best and is
represented in 26 states by almost 6,300 agencies.
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A Division of Community First Bank Do you have a favorite holiday recipe that 

you would lik
e to share with our readers? 

The Review Messenger is o
nce again holding their 

annual Holiday Recipe Contest. A
nyone may enter! A

ll 

you have to do is o
ne of  th

e following:  A
) D

rop your 

recipe off  a
t either Review Messenger office

 (Sebeka 

or M
enahga);  B

) se
nd your re

cipe to PO Box 309, 

Sebeka, MN 56477; or C) e-mail your recipe to 

remess@
wcta.net (su

bject lin
e  “Recipe”). E

ntrie
s 

will b
e accepted until W

ed., D
ecember 5. Please 

include your name, c
omplete address, a

nd phone 

number. T
hree lucky winners w

ill r
eceive a FREE 

1-year su
bscri

ption to the Review Messenger.

(Printed or online edition)

 Thank you and Happy Holidays!

The Review Messenger Staff

Holiday Recipe Contest

Menahga C&C welcomes 
new businesses . . .

The Menahga C&C members (l to r) Sue Burlingame, 
Marlene Snyder, Liz Olson and Gloria Markkula, 
welcomed new business owners, (center) Diana Pihlaja 
and Shelby Pihlaja and their business “Vision Nutrition” 
on Thursday, November 15.      Photo Submitted

The Menahga C & C welcomed new business owner Daniel 
Landwehr and his business DJ Services on Thursday, 
November 15. Pictured (l to r): C&C member Sue Bur-
lingame, business owner Daniel Landwehr, and C&C 
members Liz Olson and Gloria Markkula. Photo Submitted

By Carolyn Pulju
 Thanksgiving 1940s (this 

definitely dates me) 
World War II was part of 

our daily lives. Rationing was 
in place.

I was expected to carry 
wood in every day for the 
stove in the kitchen and liv-
ing room. The kitchen stove 
had a reservoir which heated 
our water.

We had telephones that we 
had to share with the neigh-
bors which were party lines. 
If you had a phone, often 
times neighbors would ask 
to use it and pay you for the 

opportunity. People shared. 
There was great respect in 
communities.

The house was so cold in 
the morning we would stand 
by the stove to get dressed.

We heated water in a boil-
er on the kitchen stove to 
wash clothes. We put them 
through the wringer and 
then took them out to hang 
on the clothesline. When 
you brought them inside they 
would be frozen and the long 
underwear stood up alone.

We had to get large chunks 
of ice from the iceman who 
came along to restock the 
“icebox.” 

For entertainment, we 
would sit by the radio to lis-
ten to the Jack Benny or Great 
Gildersleeve show. All the 
family gathered.

I had several changes of 
clothes, they were homemade. 
Our mother was always at 
home. Dad worked every day.

Our neighbors were our 
friends and helped each other. 
It was common to go next 
door to borrow a cup of sugar 
or flour.

We went to Grandma and 
Grandpa’s for Sundays and 
holidays. Families were con-
nected and important to our 
daily lives.

 We were expected to be in 
church. Life was tough, but 
we didn’t know it.

 Thanksgiving has always 
been celebrated as “The Peo-
ple’s Holiday.” Way back to 
the time when Pilgrims first 
celebrated.

Today, we can say we are 
so fortunate. Life is Good - Be 
Gracious and Grateful.

By Faye Kumara
We held the November 

birthday party on Thursday, 
November 15 and there were 
two birthdays attending along 
with many guests and fami-
lies. 

This article had to be in 
early so I will just say, Happy 
Thanksgiving and travel safe 
if you are going to share with 
family!

November birthdays were celebrated on November 15 
at the Menahga Senior Center. Guests were Edna Mae 
Ollanketo and Norman Denstedt. Submitted

Thursday, November 22 -  
Happy Thanksgiving! Closed.

Friday, November 23 - 
Closed.

Monday, November 26 - 
Morning coffee 7-10 a.m.,  
pinochle 5 p.m.

Tuesday, November 27 - 
Bingo 12:15 p.m.

Wednesday, November  
28 - Blood Pressure 11-11:30 
a.m. Monthly meeting at 
noon.

Join us and help support the 
senior center.

The center is available for 
receptions and functions! Call 
Alice Ollila at (218) 430-0180 
or Marti Stanczyk at (218) 
837-5584 or the center at 
(218) 837-5068 to reserve the 
center for activities.

Menahga C&C welcomes new businesses

The Menahga C&C members (l to r) Sue Burlingame, Marlene Snyder, Liz Olson and 
Gloria Markkula, welcomed new business owners (center) Diana Pihlaja and Shelby Pi-
hlaja and their business "Vision Nutrition" on Thursday, November 15.  Photo submitted
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#1

#2

#3

STRUCK WATER IN NEW WELL
 The Key Well Drilling Co. of St. Paul, 
whose crew has been drilling for a new 
village well, apparently struck a good 
flow of water this week. After other 
attempts water gravel was found at a 
depth of about 140 feet. The gravel 
formation is fourteen feet in depth and 
the 10-in. pipe is filled with water within 
five feet of the surface.
 The present well is not adequate to 
supply the village's needs and the 
council and other citizens as well are 
relieved when another well shows 
ample water supply. 

* * *
GEORGE EIERMAN

 Following is a sketch of the life of 
George H. Eierman, whose death 
occurred on November 15: 
 George Herman Eierman was born in 
Germany October 31, 1874 and came 
to this country at the age of 17 years. 
He stayed at the home of a cousin in 
Indiana until he reached the age of 24. 
Mr. Eierman came to Minnesota in 1905 
and was united in marriage the same 
year to Miss Maude C. Westra. They 
homesteaded in Orton township where 
they lived for a great many years and 
reared their family.
 Besides farming, Mr. Eierman was 
active in lumbering and community 
affairs. He served on the township 
board for a period of nine years and 
was president of the first creamery 
established in Nimrod. In 1932 they 
built a new set of buildings on a farm in 
Lyons township, where they lived until 
1947. From there they moved to Sebeka 
where they bought a home and retired 
from active farm work. He was taken to 
Wesley hospital on November 14 and 
passed away the following day at 9:16 
a.m., at the age of 74 years, 15 days. 
The cause of his death was due to a 
stroke.
 One daughter, Nora M. Eierman, pre-
ceded him in death on January 26, 
1910. Left to mourn his death are his 
wife, Mrs. Maude C. Eierman, and six 
children, namely: Mrs. Wm. Butzin 
(Ethel) of Minneapolis; George E. 
Eierman of White Sulphur Springs, 
Montana; Carl E. Eierman of 
Minneapolis; Stanley M. Eierman of 
Wadena; Mrs. John Hansen (Marjorie) 
of Minneapolis; Mrs. Harold Loween 
(Joyce) of Sebeka. One grandson, 
Richard Loween, preceded him in death 
five weeks ago. He is also survived by 
ten grandchildren and one great grand-
son.
 Funeral services were held in the 
Nimrod Community Hall Thursday after-
noon, November 18 with Rev. T. Meckel 
of Wadena officiating, a large number of 
old friends attending to pay a last tribute 
of respect to a fine citizen and a good 
friend. Interment was made in the 
Nimrod cemetery and the pallbearers 
were Frank Birkholz, Sr., Marvin 
Perkins, Clark Meech, Bert Skaar, Olof 
Loween, John Steinkraus. 

* * *
 HUNTER GOT HIS DEER

 John A. Alden, who is only 77 years 
young, is one of the Sebeka deer hunt-
ers who got their deer the opening day 
of deer season.
 John shot a large buck northwest of 
Sebeka while hunting with a party of 
friends and this makes more than half a 
century of successful big game hunting 
for him.
 Mr. Alden's father was the first home-
steader in Rockwood township and 
John started shooting deer at the age of 
12 years and each season since that 
time he has always gone after his deer. 
"I just can't stop hunting," John says, 
"guess it is in my blood." 

* * *

BIRTHS AT WESLEY HOSPITAL
 11-20-18: To Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Lillquist, Girl, Wadena.
 11-21-48: To Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Schulz, Boy, Sebeka. 

* * *
WEST LYONS

–By Mrs. A. Benson
 Mr. and Mrs. H. Grewing and Mr. and 
Mrs. Bernard Trib of Little Falls, Mrs. 
Harry Grewing and Keith and Miss 
Doloris Ham spent Sunday at the A. 
Benson home. The men folks tried their 
luck hunting deer but didn't bag any.
 Mrs. Lester Perkins, instructor of Dist. 
31, had a Mother's visiting day on 
Friday afternoon. A "pot luck" lunch was 
served at the close of the afternoon. 
The children had a spelling bee and 
had regular classes which were enjoyed 
by the visitors. There were seven moth-
ers present. 

* * *
ANSEL

–By Mrs. H. Schoon
 Mr. Alex Windberg from Minneapolis 
is spending this week with his sister and 
brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. H. Schoon, 
and trying his luck at deer hunting.
 Mr. and Mrs. Gust Schoon and chil-
dren visited at the H. Schoon home 
Saturday night. 

* * *
BLUE GRASS

–By Margery Johnson
 Mrs. Russell OIson and daughters 
Beryl and Frances of Tappen, N. D. 
came Thursday to visit at the home of 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Herman 
Hansen, where they will visit until after 
Thanksgiving.
 Jerome Fjeld of Lake Park visited 
Friday and Saturday at the home of his 
sister and family, the Leonard Knudsons.
 A group of Farm Bureau board mem-
bers came to the Herman Hansen home 
Saturday evening in the form of a fare-
well party on Mr. and Mrs. Hansen, who 
are leaving soon for a visit with relatives 
in Denmark. Those who attended were 
Mr. and Mrs. Dell Gibbs of Verndale, Mr. 
and Mrs. Herman Eitel of Rockwood, 
Harold Pleidrup and mother of Oak 
Grove, and Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Kern 
and Mr. and Mrs. Miles Rowe of 
Wadena. 

* * * 
THE SEBEKA REVIEW 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1948.

FORMER RESIDENT PASSES
AWAY NOVEMBER 15

 Andrew Smith, former resident of 
Menahga, passed away November 15, 
1948, at Seattle, Washington. At the 
time of his death he was 67 years of 
age.
 He leaves to mourn his death five 
children, namely: Walter of Wadena; 
Eino, patient at the Veteran's Hospital, 
Walla Walla, Washington; Mrs. David 
White, Seattle, Washington; Eddie, 
Seattle; and Esther, Chicago, Illinois. 
He also leaves five grandchildren.
 Interment was made at Seattle, 
Washington. 

* * *
MENAHGA SOLDIER RECEIVES 

PROMOTION IN BELGIUM
 Private First Class Harry G. Frazer, of 
Menahga, Minnesota, has been recent-
ly promoted to the rank of Corporal. 
Corporal Frazer, son of Mrs. Hannah 
Nelson of Menahga, is assigned to the 
First Zone of the American Graves 
Registration Command, with headquar-
ters at Leige, Belgium. 

* * *
PIRI-WIERIMA VOWS

EXCHANGED
 Timey I. Piri, daughter of Mr. Andrew 
Piri of Menahga, became the bride of 

Pfc. Kenneth R. Wierima, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ed Wierima of Portland, 
Oregon, at a beautiful candlelight dou-
ble-ring ceremony Saturday evening, 
October 30, at 6:15 with Rev. C. A. 
Larson, of Bethel Lutheran church, 
officiating.
 The wedding took place at the 
groom's home, where the setting was a 
background of beautifully decorated 
large and small, white and gold mums 
tapered in branched candelabra.
 Miss Mabel Pulju, friend of the bride, 
was bridesmaid. Mr. Verdie C. Wierima, 
uncle of the groom, served as best 
man.
 A reception was held immediately fol-
lowing the ceremony. A two-tiered rose 
wedding cake, flanked on either side 
by matching candles, formed the cen-
terpiece, and an informal buffet supper 
was at the guests service.
 Numerous gifts were received by the 
happy couple, who left for Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, where the groom is sta-
tioned with the U. S. Air Force, at Ft. 
Francis E. Warren. 

* * *
SOUTH STRAIGHT RIVER

–By Mrs. Wm. Ristinen
 Misses Mary Jane Sutton and Phyllis 
Jensen of Bemidji spent the week-end 
at the R. Sutton home.
 C. A. Knowles, John Knowles, 
Lawrence Knowles helped Leslie Day 
saw wood Wednesday.
 Harvie Weekley is busy sawing lum-
ber on the Kusi farm. 

* * *
SHELL RIVER NEWS

–By Mrs. Wm. Ollila
 Mrs. Anna Lahti visited Mr. and Mrs. 
William Hovin the past week-end. Mrs. 
Lahti is Mr. Hovin's sister. She plans on 
leaving for Seattle, Washington soon.
 Eddie Tapio, Johnny Lake, and 
Melvin Hillstrom left for Cloquet, 
Minnesota to seek employment.
 Miss Louise Henry accompanied Mr. 
and Mrs. Schmidt to Superior, Wis. 
She has been employed at the Newell 
residence in Wadena for some time. 

* * *
RUNEBERG NEWS

–By Mrs. Paul Etter
 Mr. Ben Kimball was discharged from 
the Park Rapids hospital on Nov. 9th.
 Mr. Kermit Kimball, Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Zoll, son Forest and daughters, Mr. 
Clark Kimball, Mr. Elmer Redetzke, Mr. 
and Mrs.  Wallace Kimball and son, 
John, and Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Hasbargen and daughter, Kathleen are 
some that have called at the Paul Etter 
home to visit Mr. Ben Kimball since he 
came from the hospital. 

* * *
SPRUCE GROVE

–By Mrs. Floyd Rader
 Mrs. Martin Ziegler and Fred Rader 
visited their sister, Mrs. Julius Panter at 
Grand Rapids over Sunday. Mr. J. 
Panter is now a patient at a hospital in 
Duluth.
 Friends and relatives helped Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Hillukka observe their 
Silver wedding anniversary on Sunday, 
Nov. 7th at their home.
 Gerald Wayne, infant son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Koskela, was baptized 
Sunday by Mr. Emil Kallinen. Sponsors 
were: Miss Ethel Kallinen, Rudolph 
Skoog, Mr. and Mrs. Skoog, Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Samuelson, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Chas. Kallinen.
 Mr. and Mrs. Eino Tanney and daugh-
ters have moved to their new home, 
the former Walter Wikman home. 

* * *
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1-866-582-1158, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., daily. Service representatives and licensed 
sales representatives are available when you call this number. The benefit 
information provided herein is a brief summary, not a comprehensive  
description of benefits. For more information contact the plan.
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Mike Mattson, CISR

FIRST NATIONAL
INSURANCE AGENCY

of Menahga & Sebeka
Menahga - 564-5500
Sebeka - 837-5171

TTY/TDD 1-800-627-3529

Live for Today. 
PLan for Tomorrow.
Learn more abouT medicare.
What type of Medicare plan is right for you? As a licensed agent, 
I can help you decide.

Blue Cross and Blue Plus are health plans with Medicare contracts. Blue Cross is a 
Medicare-approved Part D sponsor. Plans are available to residents of the service 
area. You can also call Blue Cross or Blue Plus for plan information or to enroll. 
Call 1-877-662-2583, TTY users call 711, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., daily.
H2425-002_091712_N34 CMS Accepted 09/23/2012
H2461_091712_N35 CMS Accepted 09/23/2012
S5743_091812_K05_MN CMS Accepted 09/23/2012

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota 
has been helping people with Medicare 
since the program began. Together, we 
can review Blue Cross and Blue Plus 
options and choose the coverage that best 
meets your needs. Contact me today.

[Agency logo/
Agent photo]

<Agency/Agent Name>
<Agency/Agent contact 
information>
TTY 711

Authorized independent agent/agency for Blue Cross® and Blue Shield® of Minnesota and Blue Plus, nonprofit 
independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

Before use, submit this ad to Blue Cross Agency Relations 
for approval and confirmation of compliance with CMS 
guidelines. Send it by e-mail to: agency_relations@
bluecrossmn.com

Ad: AD196R03D (1c, 5.66 x 5.125) 
 
AD196R03D (9/12)

A Division of Community First Bank Do you have a favorite holiday recipe that 

you would lik
e to share with our readers? 

The Review Messenger is o
nce again holding their 

annual Holiday Recipe Contest. A
nyone may enter! A

ll 

you have to do is o
ne of  th

e following:  A
) D

rop your 

recipe off  a
t either Review Messenger office

 (Sebeka 

or M
enahga);  B

) se
nd your re

cipe to PO Box 309, 

Sebeka, MN 56477; or C) e-mail your recipe to 

remess@
wcta.net (su

bject lin
e  “Recipe”). E

ntrie
s 

will b
e accepted until W

ed., D
ecember 5. Please 

include your name, c
omplete address, a

nd phone 

number. T
hree lucky winners w

ill r
eceive a FREE 

1-year su
bscri

ption to the Review Messenger.

(Printed or online edition)

 Thank you and Happy Holidays!

The Review Messenger Staff

Holiday Recipe Contest

Menahga C&C welcomes 
new businesses . . .

The Menahga C&C members (l to r) Sue Burlingame, 
Marlene Snyder, Liz Olson and Gloria Markkula, 
welcomed new business owners, (center) Diana Pihlaja 
and Shelby Pihlaja and their business “Vision Nutrition” 
on Thursday, November 15.      Photo Submitted

The Menahga C & C welcomed new business owner Daniel 
Landwehr and his business DJ Services on Thursday, 
November 15. Pictured (l to r): C&C member Sue Bur-
lingame, business owner Daniel Landwehr, and C&C 
members Liz Olson and Gloria Markkula. Photo Submitted

By Carolyn Pulju
 Thanksgiving 1940s (this 

definitely dates me) 
World War II was part of 

our daily lives. Rationing was 
in place.

I was expected to carry 
wood in every day for the 
stove in the kitchen and liv-
ing room. The kitchen stove 
had a reservoir which heated 
our water.

We had telephones that we 
had to share with the neigh-
bors which were party lines. 
If you had a phone, often 
times neighbors would ask 
to use it and pay you for the 

opportunity. People shared. 
There was great respect in 
communities.

The house was so cold in 
the morning we would stand 
by the stove to get dressed.

We heated water in a boil-
er on the kitchen stove to 
wash clothes. We put them 
through the wringer and 
then took them out to hang 
on the clothesline. When 
you brought them inside they 
would be frozen and the long 
underwear stood up alone.

We had to get large chunks 
of ice from the iceman who 
came along to restock the 
“icebox.” 

For entertainment, we 
would sit by the radio to lis-
ten to the Jack Benny or Great 
Gildersleeve show. All the 
family gathered.

I had several changes of 
clothes, they were homemade. 
Our mother was always at 
home. Dad worked every day.

Our neighbors were our 
friends and helped each other. 
It was common to go next 
door to borrow a cup of sugar 
or flour.

We went to Grandma and 
Grandpa’s for Sundays and 
holidays. Families were con-
nected and important to our 
daily lives.

 We were expected to be in 
church. Life was tough, but 
we didn’t know it.

 Thanksgiving has always 
been celebrated as “The Peo-
ple’s Holiday.” Way back to 
the time when Pilgrims first 
celebrated.

Today, we can say we are 
so fortunate. Life is Good - Be 
Gracious and Grateful.

By Faye Kumara
We held the November 

birthday party on Thursday, 
November 15 and there were 
two birthdays attending along 
with many guests and fami-
lies. 

This article had to be in 
early so I will just say, Happy 
Thanksgiving and travel safe 
if you are going to share with 
family!

November birthdays were celebrated on November 15 
at the Menahga Senior Center. Guests were Edna Mae 
Ollanketo and Norman Denstedt. Submitted

Thursday, November 22 -  
Happy Thanksgiving! Closed.

Friday, November 23 - 
Closed.

Monday, November 26 - 
Morning coffee 7-10 a.m.,  
pinochle 5 p.m.

Tuesday, November 27 - 
Bingo 12:15 p.m.

Wednesday, November  
28 - Blood Pressure 11-11:30 
a.m. Monthly meeting at 
noon.

Join us and help support the 
senior center.

The center is available for 
receptions and functions! Call 
Alice Ollila at (218) 430-0180 
or Marti Stanczyk at (218) 
837-5584 or the center at 
(218) 837-5068 to reserve the 
center for activities.

The Menahga C&C members welcomed new business owner Daniel Landwehr and his 
business DJ Services on Thursday, November 15. Pictured (l to r): C&C member Sue 
Burlingame, business owner Daniel Landwehr, and C&C members Liz Olson and Gloria 
Markkula.		   					              Photo submittedThe Menahga C&C members welcomed new business owners, Dan Jarvi and Joy Jarvi. 

Pictured (l to r): C&C President Travis Floyd, owners Dan and Joy Jarvi, and C&C mem-
bers Liz Olson, Marlene Snyder and Jan Hillstrom.		           Photo submitted

The Menahga C&C members welcomed new business owner Glen Christianson, AAA 
Roll-Off Service, on December 3. Presenting the plaque are (l to r): Dorothy Ollanketo, 
Gloria Markkula, Liz Olson, Glen Christianson, Marlene Snyder and Jeff Yungbauer. 	
 					              			           Photo submitted


