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1968

Ron Walz  • 218-631-4591

•Hay Cutting and Baling    •Combining
•High Moisture Bale Wrapper
•Forage Harvesting & Bagging

•Planting & Liquid Manure Hauling

• Hay Cutting and Baling   • Combining
• High Moisture Bale Wrapper

• Manure Hauling
• Forage Harvesting and Bagging
• Hauling Grain, Tailings & Hay

1970
Gordy’s Greenhouse

and Gardens
• Flowers & Plants in Spring Joan Tolppi

• Vegetables in the Fall
10 Miles West of Sebeka on Hwy. 8 • 218-837-5396

1973
Laestadian Lutheran Church

of Menahga

25 Juniper Avenue NW
Menahga, MN 56464

218-564-4064
www.llcmenahga.org

Est. Westside
Laestadian

Lutheran Church

New Church Built in 2007

P.O. Box 235, 305 5th St., Sebeka, MN 56477
Phone (218) 837-5182

and 
TREASURE TROVE THRIFT STORE

Sylvia Silvers
Administrator

P.O. Box 235, 305 5th St., Sebeka, MN 56477
Phone (218) 837-5182

TREASURE TROVE THRIFT STORE
Owner and Operated by

The Fun
Place For
Adults with

Disabilities to
Work and

Play

1975

Kelly & Wendy Pickar, owners
218-639-0651     •     Sebeka, MN

Business 
started by 

Richard Pickar

1978

KINNUNEN
AGENCY

Bruce Kinnunen, Insurance Agent
Real Estate Broker

218-837-5020

• REAL ESTATE
• INSURANCE

1974

Pastor David Wing

42772 Co. Hwy. 19 • Sebeka

837-5923

Blowers Chapel TED’S HARDWARE
Sebeka Store  • 837-5012

TED’S HARDWARE
Menahga Store  • 564-4121

• Hardware
• Household Goods

• Paint
• Plumbing & Heating

1979
BOB’S ELECTRIC

Robert Niemela
“32 Years in Business”

814 Elm Ave. SE, Menahga

564-4028

1989
Terry’s Electric

Terry Maaninga

16320 364th St., Menahga
218-564-4325

Cell: 218-252-0544

1978

KINNUNEN
AGENCY

Bruce Kinnunen, Insurance Agent
Real Estate Broker

218-837-5020

• REAL ESTATE
• INSURANCE

1979
Steve’s Electric Service, Inc.

Residential, Farm & Commercial Wiring
Licensed and Bonded

Steve Haataja
14950 Coyote Drive, Park Rapids, MN 56470

218-732-3340 • 218-252-3340

By Matthew Johnson
West Central Telephone 

Association (WCTA) plans 
to continue expanding its 
broadband, or high-speed 
internet, service this spring, 
according to WCTA Market-
ing Director Geri Salmela.

The expansion began in 
2015 when WCTA received 
four “Border to Border 
Broadband” grants. Since 
then, the area leader in fiber 
optic services has expanded 
its broadband network into 
rural Wadena, Otter Tail and 
Todd counties. And about 
400 additional customers 
have also been added, ac-
cording to Salmela, with ex-
pansion continuing in north-
ern Todd County this spring.

“These people didn’t have 
broadband access at all, and 
in some cases their phone 
service wasn’t even reliable 
enough to complete a call,” 
she said.

WCTA will begin pre-
wiring for the broadband 
installation on the rural, 
southwest side of Staples 
at the outset of the spring 
construction season. When 
construction is complete in 
the fall, WCTA should have 
the opportunity to start con-
necting even more custom-
ers to broadband as early as 
December or the beginning 
of January 2020. The high-
speed internet service reach-
es speeds of up to 1 Gig, or 
1,000 Megabits per second 
(Mbps), Salmela said.

In addition to expanding 
its high-speed, broadband 
internet service base, WCTA 
has also been expanding 
its services to businesses, 
as well. This includes the 
expansion into network ad-
ministration, disaster plan-
ning, computer repairs/sales 
and service, on-site visits 
and anti-virus/anti-malware 
protection. 

While reporting on these 
changes in service, Salmela 
noted, “One thing that has 
not changed is our commit-
ment to our members.”

All WCTA services are 
provided over fiber optic 
cable, and new members 

can expect high-speed in-
ternet speeds of up to 1 Gig 
(1,000 Mbps), TV service 
that includes High Defini-
tion (HD), Cloud DVR that 
keeps record of recordings 
even if one’s set-top box 
breaks, hyperlocal weather 
and radar with the touch of 
a button, and RestartTV that 
allows one to start watching 
a show from the beginning.

WCTA telephone service 
includes voicemail capa-
bilities and telemarketer call 
screening that eliminates 
Robo calls.

WCTA also provides 
Sidekick Assist, which pro-
vides personal security and 
the availability of self-mon-
itored or 24/7 third party 
monitoring. This includes 
the incorporation of emer-
gency medical pendants.

Home security services 
that are either self-moni-
tored or 24/7 professionally 
monitored are also avail-
able from WCTA. The fiber 
optic cooperative installs 
the Honeywell Lyric brand 
of security system, which 
includes security panels, 
temperature control, motion 
sensors, water/leak detec-
tion, ring doorbells, cameras 
and more. 

In addition, WCTA in-
stalls and maintains busi-
ness phone systems; ac-
cesses control locks for 
businesses and schools, and 
provides surveillance and 
HD camera monitoring sys-
tems.

WCTA is one of about 260 
cooperatives across the na-
tion serving customer needs 
for telephone and TV ser-
vice, as well as broadband 
internet over a fiber optic 
network. The cooperative 
was formed in 1950 with the 
mission of “providing af-
fordable telephone service 
to members. We’ve under-
gone several technology 
and plant upgrades over the 
years,” Salmela said.

Still, she stressed that 
there is one part of the busi-
ness that does not change: 
“Our commitment to our 
members.”

WCTA expanding high-speed internet service

West Central Telephone Association has two locations: in Sebeka, above, and in Menahga, below.

1980
218-564-4909

Cell: 
218-371-8069

P.O. Box 188 • Menahga, MN 56464

(218) 564-4912 • Fax (218) 564-5360

1980

NORTH CENTRAL ALIGNMENT
& TIRE COMPANY

•Complete Alignments on Cars, Trucks and Trailers
•Suspension, Brakes, Tune-Ups, Transmission Service

•All types of Tires & Nitrogen Filling Available
•Radiator Repair & DOT Inspections

Hwy. 71 N., Sebeka   •   218-837-5121

1980

Complete Alignment & Tire Service
Specializing in Suspensions, Brakes, Drive Lines, Tune-Ups, 

Diagnostics, Oil Changes, and DOT Inspections
E-mail us for tire quotes at ncalign@wcta.net

1981


