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Did you know?

The vibrant colors of spring make this season often associ-
ated with rebirth an ideal time for amateur and professional
photographers to ply their trades. Various colors, including
pink, blue, yellow, purple, and, of course, green are on dis-
play each spring, providing wonderful backdrops for nature
photographers. Wedding photographers also may enjoy shoot-
ing happy couples in spring, when the colors of nature can
provide a perfect and colorful complement to men and women
during their engagement or wedding photoshoots. In fact,
spring flowers have inspired artists from various mediums.
Among the more notable painters to paint springtime flowers
and landscapes were Georgia O’Keefe, Impressionist pioneer
Claude Monet and Vincent Van Gogh.
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When it can be smart to hire a painting pro

Few things can revitalize
a home more readily than a
fresh coat of paint.

Thanks in part to the af-
fordability of paint and its
ease of application, painting
is something that even novice
DIYers can typically handle.
According to the marketing
advice guru Brandon Gaille,
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it is estimated that residen-
tial interior paint only lasts
around three years before it
needs to be updated. Exterior
paint can fade, chip and peel
due to various environmen-
tal factors. As a result, many
homes can likely use a fresh
coat of paint in at least one
room.

As DIY-friendly as paint-
ing can be, when attempting
to paint the interior or exte-
rior of their homes, home-
owners may learn that some
painting projects are best left
to the professionals. Painting
requires skill, patience and
a knowledge of how various
paints — including finishes for
particular applications — will

hold up. Novice painters may
do more harm than good by
dripping paint on expensive
carpeting or floors or fail to
recognize the nuances that
indicate a spot-on painting
job.

Professional painters have
spent hours wupon hours
learning the ropes of what
works — and what does not.
Painters often understand
that painstaking prepara-
tory work is crucial to get-
ting pristine finished results.
Walls and ceilings must be
properly repaired and pre-
pared even before a base
coat is applied.

Professional painters also
have an eye for details. And
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because professional painters
make a business out of doing
interior and exterior surfaces,
they understand which tech-
niques can improve efficien-
cy. That means a professional
job can typically be complet-
ed much more quickly than a
DIY project.

Even though some people
think they’ll save money by
painting their own homes,
that’s not necessarily true.
Professionals already have
all the equipment necessary,
unlike novices who may need
to make repeated and poten-
tially costly trips to the hard-
ware store for supplies. Plus,
if mistakes happen, DIYers
have to spend additional time
and money fixing them.

Safety can be a large mo-
tivator for turning painting
over to a pro. Navigating ex-
terior areas or tall interior
ceilings can be challenging
and may require scaffolding
or tall ladders DIYers do not
have. Risk of falls or other
injuries increase with lack of
experience.

Painting can give a home a
facelift, and oftentimes it is
smart to turn the work over to
professionals to ensure the job
is done just right. SH192650

Reduce injuries during DIY projects

Accomplishing a

when using sharp
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do-it-yourself home
repair or renovation
can elicit feelings of
pride. DIY projects
can be cost-effective
and completed on
homeowners’ unique
time schedules. Al-
though people can do
many repairs them-
selves, using the
wrong tools or equip-
ment, or having in-
sufficient knowledge
of the task at hand can
increase the risk of
injury.

The home security
resource A Secure
Life says that more
than 18,000 Ameri-
cans die every year
from injuries that take
place in the home.
Unintentional injuries can be traced to many
factors, but making repairs around the house
can contribute to accident risk. Falls, electri-
cal shocks, broken glass, carpentry tools, and
carrying overly heavy loads repeatedly result
in injury, says The Home Depot.

Recognizing these potential hazards and
always employing safe tactics can help keep
DIYers stay healthy.

* Ladder safety: A fall from even a few
feet can cause severe injuries and even death.
Ladders should always be put on a level,
stable surface. Individuals should not climb
higher than the second rung on a step ladder
or the third rung on an extension ladder.

» Tools: Every tool has the potential to
cause injury. This injury risk increases when
tools are not used properly. Before a tool is
used, it’s important to read the instructions.

* Wear protective gloves. Gloves can help
protect against burns, electrocution, slippery
grip, and even deep cuts or finger amputation

tools. Gloves also are
essential when han-
dling broken glass.

* Power tools:
Power tools have
momentum and
torque behind them
to make fast work of
various jobs. If using
power tools, DIYers
should ensure they
are the right tools for
the job, not some-
thing that is handy
or a quick fix. Power
tools should only be
used if a person can
devote attention to
the task and stay fo-
cused. That means
never consuming al-
cohol, drugs or med-
ications that can im-
pair function when
using power tools.

» Working with electricity: An electric
shock occurs when a person is exposed to
a source of electricity and the charge runs
through the body. It can cause burns, cardiac
arrest, changes to heartbeat, and even neuro-
logical injuries, according to the Mayo Clinic.
DIYers should take precautions anytime they
are working with electricity, including turn-
ing off the supply of electricity to the outlet
or fixture being worked on.

» Heavy loads: It is important to exercise
caution when moving around heavy loads. A
friend or family member can help with the
transfer of building materials or to relocate
furniture.

* Distractions: Avoiding distractions is es-
sential when doing home renovations. Keep
pets and children away from work areas to
focus entirely on the job at hand.

Injuries can derail home renovation proj-
ects if safety measures are ignored.
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