
Wednesday, April 24, 2019

5

110 Hemlock Ave NW, Wadena, MN 56482  | 218-632-3610 | Visit us at: www.meadowsofwadena.org

The Gardens 
Community Features:
	 •		Restaurant Style Dining
	 •		Beauty Salon
	 •		Daily Towel and Garbage Service
	 •		All Utilities (excluding telephone)
	 •		Basic Direct TV/Internet WiFi Access
	 •		Daily Life Engaging Activity Program
	 •		An Inviting Secure Outdoor Space

Amenities:
	 •		Three Home-Cooked Meals a Day
	 •		Medication Management
	 •		Weekly Housekeeping and Laundry
	 •		Weekly Shower Assistance
	 •		RN Case Management
	 •		24-Hour On-Site Trained Staff
	 •		Personal Care Assistance
	 •		Personal Hygiene Assistance

Programing designed for people with varying stages of dementia.

OPENING FEBRUARY 2019

M E M O R Y  C A R E  S U I T E S NOW OPEN

INSURED

LICENSED
& 

BONDED

Les’ Electric
NOW CARRYING…

Steffes line of Storage 
Furnaces and Room ETS Units

Call us for a FREE Estimate
on all of your spring projects!

Serving the Wadena, Otter Tail, & Becker
Counties for the past 40 years

NEW CONSTRUCTION
REMODELING / REWIRING

OFF PEAK ELECTRIC HEAT TRENCHING
TEMPERATURE CONTROL & MONITORING SYSTEMS

BUCKET TRUCK FOR AERIAL WORK
UNDERGROUND WIRE LOCATOR AND FAULT FINDER

•Farm •Residential •Commercial

5 Hubbard Ave. South
PO Box 62, Sebeka, MN 56477

218-837-5547

on all your fall projects!

Call us for a 
FREE ESTIMATE
on all your spring 

projects
lese@wcta.net

Serving the Wadena, Otter Tail & Becker 
Counties for the past 40+ years

Bring Your Spring 
Cleaning To Us…
Dry Cleaned to Perfection

We will handle all your dry 
cleaning needs with the utmost care

For your convenience, you can also drop off 
and pick up your drycleaning at one 

of our satellite agencies
√ Perham, Thrifty White Drug

√ New York Mills, Hardware Hank
√ Park Rapids, Summerhill Farms on 2nd 

located on Hwy. 71 South  AVAILABLE NOW!
√ Staples, Ernie’s Market

Hockert’s cleaners & 
launderers

201 SW 1st St., Wadena • 218-631-9933
For your convenience, you can also drop off & pick up 

your drycleaning at one of our satellite agencies  
Perham, Photo Magic • New York Mills, Hardware Hank

Whether home improve-
ment projects are design to 
improve the interior or exteri-
or of a house, focusing on ren-
ovations that make the most 
financial sense can benefit 
homeowners in the long run. 
The right renovations can be 
assets if and when homeown-
ers decide to sell their homes.

So how does one get 
started? First and foremost, 
speak to a local real estate 
agent who is knowledgeable 
about trends in the com-
munity. While a swimming 
pool may be something cov-
eted in one area, it may im-
pede sales in another. It also 
helps to study generalized 
trends and data from various 
home improvement industry 
analysts to guide upcoming 
projects. 

The following outdoor proj-
ects are just a few renovations 
that tend to add value.

• Fire pit: A fire pit is a 
great place to gather most 
months of the year. Bob Vila 
and CBS news report that a 
fire pit realizes a 78 percent 
return on investment, or ROI. 

• Outdoor kitchen: Many 
buyers are looking to utilize 
their yards as an extension of 
interior living areas. Cook-
ing, dining and even watch-
ing TV outdoors is increas-
ingly popular. Outdoor living 
areas can be custom designed 

and built. In addition, pre-
fabricated modular units that 
require a much smaller com-
mitment of time and money 
are available.

• Patio: Homeowners who 
do not already have a patio 
will find that adding one can 
increase a home’s value. Pati-
os help a home look neat, add 
useable space and may help 
a home to sell quickly. The 
experts at Space Wise, a divi-
sion of Extra Space Storage, 
say that refinishing, repairing 
and building a new patio of-
fers strong ROI.

• Deck: Deck can be as 
valuable as patios. A deck is 
another outdoor space that 
can be used for entertaining, 
dining and more. Remodel-
ing magazine’s 2018 “Cost 
vs. Value” report indicates 
that an $11,000 deck can 
add about $9,000 in resale 
value to the home, recoup-
ing around 82 percent of the 
project’s costs.

• Door update: Improve 
curb appeal with a new, high-
end front door and garage 
doors. If that’s too expensive, 
a good cleaning and new coat 

Outdoor improvements that boost home value

of paint can make an old door 
look brand new. These easy 
fixes can improve a home’s 
look instantly.

• New landscaping: The 
National Association of 
Realtors says an outdoor 
makeover that includes well-
thought out landscaping can 
net 105 percent ROI. Install-
ing a walkway, adding stone 
planters, mulching, and plant-
ing shrubs are ideas to con-
sider.

Many different outdoor 
projects can add value to a 
home.  SH192670

(StatePoint) New technol-
ogy has the power to make 
your home safer, more com-
fortable and better suited to 
your family’s needs.

So, if you’re planning to 
make some home updates, 
consider these great ideas for 
incorporating the latest tech-
nologies.

1. Smart lock. Give your 
neighborhood watch group a 
deserved break and consider 
investing in smart lock tech-
nology. You’ll be able to con-
trol your home’s entry points 
from anywhere through a 
compatible app, which will 
also notify you of possible 
break-ins and tampering. 
Whether you have guests 
staying at your place and need 
to let them in before you get 
home, or you forgot to lock 
your front door before leav-
ing the house, a smart lock 
can offer you convenience 
and peace of mind.

2. Full sound. No matter 
the size of your home, you 
can create the ambiance of 
a concert hall with the latest 
technology. Even the slim-
mest electronic pianos today 
have the potential to retain a 
sophisticated keyboard touch 
and authentic timbre of a 
grand piano. For example, the 
new design of the Casio Priv-
ia PX-S1000 keyboard, repro-
duces the individual response 
characteristics of each of the 
88 keys on a grand piano and 
its Bluetooth audio playback 
feature allows you to connect 

to your device and play along 
with your favorite songs.

3. Greater climate control. 
Heading to the airport but 
forgot to adjust your thermo-
stat? Want your home to be 
a comfortable temperature 
when you arrive home from 
work? Next-generation, smart 
thermostats offer you the 
ability to get a better handle 
on climate control while po-
tentially lowering your utility 
bills.

4. The right light. You can 
set the right mood for the 
right occasion in every room 
of your house by creating pro-
grammed scenarios through 
a smart lighting system. A 

smart lighting app can also 
improve home security, mak-
ing your home looked lived in 
while you are away.

5. Beefed up entertain-
ment. You can go beyond a 
standard home theater and 
gaming area with the installa-
tion of a projector that offers 
a great quality picture, long 
lasting-brightness and a fully 
connectable interface. The 
SLIM Seris of LampFree Pro-
jectors from Casio, for exam-
ple, require little to no setup 
time and provide projection 
at maximum brightness in 
as few as five seconds, for a 
truly immersive home theater 
experience.

Five ways to upgrade your home with new tech

Investing in a home renovation project not 
only requires money, but also time and pa-
tience. While contractors, architects and de-
signers can estimate how long a project may 
take, it is impossible to anticipate all of the 
scenarios that can affect that estimated time-
line. Information from the real estate firm 
Keller Williams indicates an average kitchen 
remodel involving installation of new counter-
tops, cabinets, appliances, and floors can take 

three to six months. But if ductwork, plumb-
ing or wiring must be addressed, the job may 
take longer. A midline bathroom remodel may 
take two to three months. Adding a room to 
a house can take a month or two. The home 
improvement resource Renovation Junkies of-
fers similar estimates, with the average home 
renovation taking  between four and eight 
months. Homeowners need to consider time 
when planning their home projects.  SH192663

Did you know?


