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The Coming of the Settlers.
“Why they came and what induced them to abandon more
easy fortune in their former
homes, is not, perhaps, easy of
explanation, and presents a most
interesting subject for analysis
and speculation. What manner of
people they were, how they faced
their problems and overcame
their difficulties, their conduct in
the face of the dangers that beset
them, and what legacies they left
of benefit to those who followed in
their footsteps, are the standards
by which we must gauge the early
pioneers and determine whether
or not they are worthy of meriting the grateful memory of this
generation.
“Taken as a whole the early
pioneers of Wadena County were
a noble band. As a rule both the
men and the women were young,
full of hope and with forward
looking minds. They were brave
and courageous. To them no task
seemed too difficult, no situation hopeless. Imbued with the
true American spirit of freedom,
they strove to give everyone a
fair show, and while individual
initiative dominated the young
settlements, nevertheless in strict
community affairs there was ever
present a wonderful spirit of
helpfulness and mutual service.
The helpful spirit was, no doubt,
born of necessity. The very safety
and proper progress of the community demanded a fair show,
and opportunity for all, and every man of honest purpose was
thus educated up to a very high
standard of manhood and citizenship. There were no classes
and no varying standards due to
money or the lack of it, for, in a
general sense, all were poor and
as one pioneer expressed it “in
the same boat.” They came here
to remain and to build permanent
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homes. They were not despoilers, but developers and builders
in the broadest sense of the term.
Among them were men and women of unusual talents, skilled artisans and tradesmen, musicians,
nurses, men trained to the various professions and those skilled
in business and in public affairs.

Summed up, they were, as a whole,
an unusually capable lot and nobly did they fulfill their mission.
“No one of the present day can
review the record of their early
acts and accomplishment and not
accord them the fullest measure of
praise.”
Since our first article on the

mural was published, the Review
Messenger has learned that the
All-Class Reunion committee for
the 2006 reunion donated $9,000
to the school for restoration work
on the mural.
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The Sebeka Review and the Review Messenger newspapers

“Memories,” by Ernest H. Pelton, published in 1924
Verndale “Pages From History,”
published in 1983
Sebeka “Pages of Time,” published in 1998
“Fiftieth Anniversary Number
of the Wadena Pioneer Journal”,
published in 1927
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