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Phone: 218-237-5125; 
FAX: 218-237-5124

19974 129th Ave. N. 
Park Rapids MN. 56470

We have the professionals 
to provide you with safe and 

reliable on time service for your 
plumbing and piping needs:
New Construction, Service, 
Contracting, or Remodel -

of Residential, Commercial & Industrial

For All Your Appliance Needs

HARVALA APPLIANCE
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30 • Saturday 8:30-4:00

Hwy. 34 E., Park Rapids • 218-732-8414

For All Your Appliance Needs

®

Est.
1955

“Serving Your Family                         for 3 Generations”

Locally Owned

Service

“HOME OF THE WILD & MILD FINLANDER”

HOTPOINT

Vacuums & Televisions

Appliances

www.harvalaappliance.net

AC
KERMAN

2260 Albert Ave. S., Park Rapids, MN 56470

Phone: 218-732-7836
www.ackermanph.com

Specializing in:
• Sheet Metal Fabrication • Central Air Conditioning 

• Sales, Installation and Service 
• Air to Air Heat Exchangers 

• Cabin Opening and Closing • Quality Workmanship

PLUMBING 
& 

HEATING LLC
Serving the area for over 35 years!

Professional, Courteous Service & High Quality Workmanship

Complete Building Material Supplier

732-7229
1-800-210-7229

We Make: 
V-Groove Paneling, 

Flooring, Log Siding 
& Lap Siding

• Lumber  • Trusses
• Doors  • Windows  
• Roofing  • Siding

• Basswood • Birch • Tamarack
• Oak • Pine • Poplar  • Ash 

11 mi. N. of  Park Rapids 
on  Hwy. 71, 3-1/2 mi. W. 

to Two Inlets

AVENSON 
ELECTRIC

Licensed • Bonded & Insured    MN Lic. EA700072

218-252-9350
RANDY AVENSON

randyavenson@msn.com
www.parkrapidselectric.com
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randyavenson@msn.com
www.neviselectric.com

A fi replace is a cozy and 
warm spot around which a 
family can gather. The home 
and real estate resource 
HomeGuides.com indicates 
that 60 percent of new homes 
have a fi replace, which is up 
from 36 percent in the 1970s. 

Naturally, fueling a fi re-
place for the season may 
require homeowners with 
wood-burning units to keep 
an ample supply of wood at 
the ready. How that wood is 
stored is important, as proper-
ly stored fi rewood can prevent 

waste and other issues around 
the house.

Wood that is freshly cut has 
a water content of 60 percent 
or more. Yet, for best burning 
ability, wood should be near 
20 percent in water content. 
Green wood is hard to ig-
nite and will not burn nearly 
as well or effi ciently as sea-
soned wood. Another concern 
associated with green wood is 
that it can contribute more to 
creosote accumulation in the 
fl ue of a fi replace. Creosote 
is a combustible material that 
may lead to fi res if left un-
checked.

According to BioAd-
vanced®, a science-based 
lawn, garden and home im-
provement innovator, season-
ing wood typically takes six 
months to a year. Homeown-
ers may opt to purchase sea-
soned wood that already has 
sat and dried.

Homeowners who have an 
abundance of fi rewood have to 
store it somewhere. Log Split-
ters Direct suggests choosing 
a dry, breezy area of the prop-
erty that is about 20 feet from 
the nearest door to the house. 
This helps avoid hitchhiker 
pests from coming inside with 
the wood, such as termites, 
ants, spiders, and mice. Do not 
stack the wood fl ush against a 

How to store fi rewood the right way

Wood fl oors are a worth-
while investment that can 
improve the beauty and func-
tion of just about any room in 
a home. Even though wood 
fl oors are durable, and new 
protective treatments help 
seal out many of the things 
that may have damaged fl oors 
in the past, homeowners still 
need to prioritize protecting 
their hardwood fl oors. 

Certain seasons of the year 
can be more harsh on wood 
fl oors than others. For ex-
ample, seasons characterized 
by moisture and precipitation, 
particularly the early spring, 
winter and fall, can be hard 
on wood fl oors. The experts at 
ServiceMaster Clean say that 
cold, snowy days can dam-
age wood fl oors, and Lumber 
Liquidators agrees that winter 
weather can be harsh on fl oor-
ing.

Homeowners need not give 
up on hardwood if they live in 
an area that sees all four sea-
sons. They just need to take a 
few steps to keep fl oors look-
ing beautiful.

• Clean up the salt. Salt that 
keeps sidewalks and streets 
clear of snow and ice inad-
vertently gets tracked inside 
a home. Hard chunks of salt 
can scratch wood fl oors, and, 

if left to sit, that salt can even-
tually cause white marks and 
other stains. Routinely vacu-
uming and sweeping up salt 
is necessary to protect wood 
fl oors.

• Invest in shoe storage. 
Wet or snowy boots can cre-
ate puddles around the house. 
Have a special mat or tray by 
the front door where wet shoes 
can be kept. A nice bench in 
the entryway makes it easy for 
residents and guests to remove 
their shoes until it’s time to go 
back outside.

• Use water-wicking mats. 
Homeowners will probably 
need a few extra mats around 
to tame errant drips and wipe 
shoes. Any entrance that 
might be used by people or 
pets should be protected. Try 
to avoid petroleum-based, 
rubber-backed mats, as they 
could discolor the wood fl oor.

• Control humidity indoors. 
Cold, dry air in a home can be 
problematic because the mois-
ture in the wood can eventu-
ally evaporate into the air. The 
heat will suck that moisture 
from the fl ooring, causing it to 
shrink, creak and splinter and 
become more brittle. Think 

How to protect wood fl oors from inclement weather

about investing in an in-line 
humidifi er for the home’s 
HVAC system that can keep a 
moderate amount of humidity 
in the home. Hardwood fl oor-
boards are installed to accom-
modate minor temperature 
and humidity fl uctuations. 
This is typically a range of 
between 60 and 80 degrees F 
with a relative humidity range 
of 35 to 55 percent, advises 
ServiceMaster.

• Use the right cleaning 
products. Avoid excessive 
water to clean wood fl oors, 
and select soaps that are 
specially designed for wood 
fl ooring. Consult with the 
fl ooring manufacturer for a 
list of detergents that are safe 
to use.

With proper care, hard-
wood fl ooring can survive 
rain, snow and cold weather.  
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structure. It should be at least 
a few inches away to allow 
airfl ow behind the stack.

Stick to organized rows of 
wood no more than four feet 
high. Log racks and pallets 
and posts will keep the wood 
up and off of the ground 
where moisture and rotting 
can develop. Placing the logs 
in an unorganized pile will 
impede air fl ow and cause the 
wood to rot rather than con-
tinue to dry and season even 
more.

Homeowners also should 
use a cover to protect sea-
soned fi rewood from the el-
ements. Position a tarp or 
plastic sheeting so it blankets 
the top of the stack and ex-

tends a few inches down the 
sides. Keep the sides mostly 
exposed to air. Others prefer 
to stack it in a barn or shed or 
under an overhang. 

Green wood is less expen-
sive than seasoned wood. 
Those who prefer this meth-
od should do so in the early 
spring and let it season over 
the next several months. 

Bankrate says that the 
cost of a cord of wood var-
ies across the country, but in 
general one can expect to pay 
between $120 and $180 for a 
cord of hardwood that is split 
and seasoned. This price may 
be higher in mid-winter when 
demand increases. 
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