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Remodeling
Decks

Additions
Siding

Interiors
Garages

New Construction
Log Home Carpentry

KEVIN CHASE
CONSTRUCTION
Akeley, MN • 652-2368  
Cell: 252-2368
License #BC-20548971

We can copy your existing plans. 
Bring them in on CDs or jump 

drives -or- Email them to us

greimanprinting@gmail.com

Hours: M-F 8 am-5:30 pm

cNorthwoodsBank.

Home Loans
Made Easy

Amy Strandell
Assistant Vice President / 

Real Estate Lending
NMLS# 703338
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1-800-450-BANK
NorthwoodsBank.com

Smith Furniture & Carpet

Downtown Wadena • 218-631-2301 ~ Toll free 888-557-6484

• Dining Tables • Hutch • Sofa • Carpet • Chairs •

Warehouse 
Sale Sale dates are 

Thurs. & Fri., Sept. 26 & 27 
from 8:30 am to 5 pm

“We’ll Answer Your Call”
218-732-3818

613 Central Avenue N., Park Rapids, MN 56470
Licensed • Bonded • Insured  ~  MN Lic. #EA006419

lancehansen@live.com

Residential • Commercial • Farm

HANSEN’S
ELECTRIC, INC.

(StatePoint) As with any 
home upgrade, a little research 
can help ensure a top-quality 
installation with the best ma-
terials on the market. Here are 
the most important factors to 
consider before purchasing 
replacement windows:
•  Energy  Efficiency:  En-

ergy-efficient  windows  can 
keep utility bills in-check 
while helping manage climate 
control. Seek out the ENER-
GY STAR label, which indi-
cates a product is energy ef-
ficient according to standards 
from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the 
Department of Energy. 

Numbers don’t lie so be 
sure to also check the Na-
tional Fenestration Rating 
Council Label to compare 
performance between energy-
efficient  windows  in  the  fol-
lowing categories: U-Factor 
(how well the window retains 
heat), Solar Heat Gain Coef-
ficient  (how  well  it  resists 
unwanted heat gain), Visible 

Transmittance (how well it 
lets in natural light), Air In-
filtration (how drafty the win-
dow is), and Condensation 
Resistance (how well it resists 
inside surface condensation).
•  Test  Specifications:  All 

windows on the market are 
tested for their structural in-
tegrity, as well as their re-
sistance to air and water. In-
vestigating these ratings is 
important, particularly in re-
gions that see wicked weather.

• Insulation: For maximum 
energy  efficiency  and  com-
fort, look for new technolo-
gies such as Neopor insula-
tion and INNERGY thermal 
reinforcements that deliver 
high-performance and meet 
ENERGY STAR  certification 
standards. Windows offered 
by ProVia, for example, in-
clude these features and are 
tested against the most strin-
gent requirements for air and 
water  infiltration,  wind  load 
resistance, ease of operation, 
forced entry and more.

What to know before replacing home windows

• Material: Windows are 
available in such materials as 
vinyl, wood, aluminum and 
fiberglass.  Understanding  the 
benefits of each can help you 
arrive at the right decision for 
your home, priorities and bud-
get, and new options even mix 
materials, combining different 
advantages into one product.

• Warranty Availability: 
Replacement Windows can 
cost thousands of dollars and 
should last a long time, so 
consider protecting your in-
vestment by opting for win-
dows that come with a com-
prehensive lifetime warranty 
that’s transferrable to the next 
homeowner. This can poten-
tially increase your home’s 
value should you put it on the 
market.

• Style: The style of your 
new windows can comple-
ment the architectural features 
of your home, provide visual 
interest and boost curb appeal. 
Using online design resources 
and visualizer tools can help 

you see how particular hard-
ware finishes, colors, add-ons, 
finishing options and accesso-
ries will look on your home.

• Recognition: Third-party 
recognition for a particular 
brand or product is a strong 
indicator that you’re invest-
ing in a quality product. A 
recent “Remodeling” maga-
zine survey of remodeling 
contractors ranked ProVia 
vinyl windows as number one 
in window quality, citing its 
unique ability to customize as 
needed, its personalized cus-
tomer service, strong warran-
ties and mix of state-of-the-
art manufacturing equipment 
and human craftsmanship. 
Lastly, the brand was recog-
nized for strong attention to 
detail, as it follows an 80-plus 
item checklist for quality con-
trol. More information can 
be found at provia.com/win-
dows.

Before upgrading, get sav-
vy. Doing so can help you 
make a decision that will im-
prove your home’s beauty, 
keep your family comfortable 
and safe and save you money.

No homeowner wants to 
look at the exterior of his or 
her home and see roof dam-
age. Such damage may lead 
homeowners to think they 
need a new roof, a potentially 
costly expense that can quick-
ly throw household budgets 
into a state of disarray.

According to the HomeAd-
visor, the average homeown-
er spends a little more than 
$7,600 installing a new roof. 
Various factors, including the 
size of a home and the type of 
roof homeowners prefer, will 
affect the cost of a roof re-
placement. In addition, home-
owners who see roof damage 
can rest assured that not all 
roof problems will necessar-
ily require a replacement roof 
to be installed.

Curled shingles are a prob-
lem many homeowners have 
encountered. This particular 
problem is not always indica-
tive that a roof is on its way 
out. In fact, the home im-
provement resource This Old 
House notes that, as asphalt 
shingles age, their corners 
often begin to curl downward 
or upward. Homeowners who 
notice this early enough can 
glue down the curled section 
of each shingle that’s begin-
ning to curl. 

Some shingles may be curl-

ing because they’re defective. 
Fortified Roofing, a New Jer-
sey-based  roofing  company 
that specializes in the repair-
ing and replacing of various 
roofing  configurations,  ad-
vises homeowners to contact 
a  local  roofing  professional 
to diagnose the cause of the 
curling. Doing so quickly can 
prevent curled shingles from 
contributing to more wide-
spread damage.

Moisture and poor venti-
lation may be contributing 
to curled shingles as well. 
Homeowners with attics in 

their home may see curled 
shingles on their roofs be-
cause moisture is building 
up in their poorly ventilated 
attics. In addition to caus-
ing damage such as curled 
shingles, a poorly ventilated 
attic allows moisture to build 
up, potentially contributing to 
mold growth. Mold presents 
a host of additional problems, 
including some that can ad-
versely affect the health of a 
home’s inhabitants.

Improper roof installation 
also may be the culprit be-
hind curled shingles. When a 

roof is not installed correctly, 
shingles may not be aligned 
or nailed down in the right 
way. This might be what’s 
causing shingles to curl on 
recently installed roofs.

Curled shingles are un-
sightly and can pose a sig-
nificant  threat  to  a  home 
if not addressed promptly. 
Homeowners can protect 
themselves and their roofs 
by working with skilled roof-
ing professionals, who can 
diagnose issues like curled 
shingles and offer the right 
solutions. FH198134

What causes curled shingles?

Many environmental prob-
lems can be traced to a num-
ber of factors. Chemicals can 
contaminate soil and water, 
and farmers’ use of pesticides 
and chemical herbicides 
to produce more crops is a 
source of considerable chem-
ical pollution. But accord-
ing to www.greenbuzz.com, 
homeowners use 10 times 
more chemicals per acre than 
the average farmer. These 
include the detergents, clean-
ing products, automotive 
substances, and other chemi-
cals that are often stored in 

garages and beneath sinks. 
Individuals willing to make 
small changes in regard to the 
use of such products could 
make a profound impact on 
the environment. Concerned 

Did you know? chemicals
consumers should be con-
scious of which products 
they purchase and use around 
the home, selecting ones that 
have minimal environmental 
impact. Additionally, many 
natural substances, such as 
vinegar, baking soda and 
borax, are much safer to use 
than many chemically-based 
household products.


