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Your  
blueprint  
for a better 
loan

New construction  
or remodeling? 
· Local approval and service
· Flexibility and confidence  
 during your project
· Guidance and advice  
 from a local lender
· Competitive rates
· Hassle-free closings

Come talk to us or apply here:
335-4131 • wbcasslake.com

210 2nd Street NW • Cass Lake 

NMLS# 691136

• Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
• New Construction • Remodeling

northernpinespr@gmail.com  www.northernpinesphe.com

18920 County Rd 11, Park Rapids, MN

LIC# PC669775 EA738544 

CONTACT 
US 

TODAY!
218-732-5845

EXPERT SERVICES
Proud to be Family Owned and Operated
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THELEN’S EXCAVATING INC.

 732-0015 • thelensexcavating@gmail.com
www.thelensexcavating.com

Septic Pumping, Septic Systems, 
Steam Frozen Sewer Lines, Basements, Roads, 
Gravel, Black Dirt, Backhoe & Bobcat, Building 

Demolition, Sewer Line Camera Inspections

Paulson Agency Realty
East Highway 10, P.O. Box 586
Wadena, MN 56482

Telephone (218) 631-3690
Fax (218) 631-2831
License # 20091201

Arleen A. Paulson, GRI
Broker-Manager
www.paulsonagency.com
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Highest Standards
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East Highway 10, P.O. Box 586
Wadena, MN 56482
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Arleen A. Paulson, GRI
Broker-Manager
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For all your real estate needs
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Telephone # (218) 632-6103
   or Cell (218) 639-3026
   Home: (218) 631-2083

License # 20091201
www.paulsonagencyrealty.com

Paulson Agency Realty

Home on 1 acre - 16331 Hwy. #71 North, Wadena
2-Car Attached Garage, 24x32 Storage Building

Reduced to . . . $99,900

Wadena, MN

Wadena Property . . .
Excellent home at 1020 SW 11th Street $185,000 . . .

Need to see to appreciate . . . has apple and pear trees in the 
back yard. 3 BR, 2 bath. Basement has kitchen so could have 

many uses. If you qualify for this price, this is a wonderful buy.

email: arleen@paulsonagencyrealty.com

Home improvement proj-
ects are as popular as ever. 
In its 2017 True Cost Survey, 
the home improvement site 
HomeAdvisor found that, 
between February 2016 and 
February 2017, homeowners 
spent an average of just over 
$5,000 on home projects. 
That marked a nearly $1,900 
increase from the year prior, 
indicating that homeowners 
are increasingly opening their 
wallets to transform their 
homes.

In addition to spend-
ing money to improve their 
homes, many homeowners 
are spending their time on 
projects as well. While DIY 
projects can provide a sense 
of fulfillment and personal 
attachment to one’s home, 
prospective do-it-yourselfers 
should ask themselves some 
questions before picking up 
their hammers and getting to 
work.

Do I have any physical 
limitations? No matter how 
much home improvement 
television shows may sim-
plify projects, prospective 
DIYers should know that such 
undertakings are typically 
very difficult and oftentimes 
physically demanding. Home-
owners with existing health 
conditions or other physical 
limitations may not be ca-
pable of performing certain 
tasks or may need to take fre-

Questions to ask before embracing DIY

quent breaks, which can delay 
projects. 

Do I have the time? Many 
home improvement projects 
require a significant amount 
of time to complete. Home-
owners whose time is already 
stretched thin with commit-
ments to work and/or family 
may not be able to complete 
projects within a reasonable 
amount of time. That’s fine 
if working on a part of the 

home that won’t affect daily 
life, but can prove stressful or 
problematic if the project is 
in a room, such as a kitchen 
or bathroom, that residents of 
the home use each day. Nov-
ice DIYers should be espe-
cially honest with themselves 
about do-it-yourselfers must 
make honest assessments of 
their skills, time and budgets 
before taking on a DIY proj-
ect.  FH188178

Certain tasks become nec-
essary once autumn arrives. 
Whereas spring and summer 
were spent tending gardens 
and maintaining a yard prime 
for entertaining, autumn is 
about preparing properties 
to survive the winter. Just as 
with other jobs around the 
house and yard, fall clean-up 
can be done in a manner that 
is respectful to the environ-
ment.
Leave plant stalks and 
leaves

It is tempting to want to 
cut back perennials and other 
greenery so a property looks 
neat. But as flowers and 
plants dry and drop to the 
ground, they help insulate the 
roots from the cold. They also 
provide a natural habitat and 
serve as a winter food source 
for birds and small animals.
Rake leaves sensibly

Power blowers and 
mulchers make fast work of 
leaves, but at the expense 
of the environment. Gas-
powered devices discharge 
fuel exhaust into the air, con-
tributing to greenhouse gas 
emissions. Instead, reap the 
benefits of peace and quiet as 

well as exercise from manual 
raking.

While raking, do not feel 
the need to remove every 
leaf. A certain amount of or-
ganic matter can be beneficial 
to the soil and even insulate 
the lawn somewhat. A left-
over leaf here or there also 
may provide protection for 
insects and small animals. 
For example, many native 
bees spend the winter in tun-
nels in the ground, cracks in 
mortar, holes in dead wood, 
or within hollow stems, and 
they need lawn and garden 
litter to survive.
Compost is a friend

Spread a thin layer of com-
post on the lawn and in gar-
den beds. Compost prevents 
weed growth, insulates and 
protects the soil and provides 
nutrients that will be needed 
once the spring busy season 
begins. By using compost, 
homeowners can reduce de-
pendence on chemical fertil-
izers and weed killers.
Check for drafts and leaks

Fall is an ideal time to 
check windows and doors for 
cracks where water, air or in-
sects can enter. Seal up holes 

and cracks, and ensure there 
are no drafty areas. Drafts can 
cause home heating and cool-
ing systems to work harder, 
expending more energy than 
necessary.
Collect and harvest

Be sure to gather any use-
able garden vegetables and 
fruits and prepare them for 
storage if they cannot be con-
sumed in the next few days. 
Canning is a time-honored 
preservation method. Herbs 
and seeds can be dried and 
saved for use later on. Vacu-
um seal fresh basil and pars-
ley.
Take inventory

Look at which items in the 
yard have seen better days 
and prepare to recycle or re-
use them in different ways. 
Faded plastic planters can be 
used as impromptu bird baths 
in a garden. An old tire can be 
mulched and turned into soft 
material to put around a play-
set. Inquire as to the proper 
way to recycle plastic lawn 
chairs that may be broken.

Autumn yard work should 
be performed in as eco-
friendly a fashion as possible. 
TF189316

Make fall clean-up eco-friendly

 Finally fixing that loose 
step? Planning to use power 
tools? Doing your own home 
repairs and projects can feel 
empowering, but if done im-
properly, it can be dangerous 
too.
 Last year, one-third of DI-
Yers reported injuries while 
working on a home improve-
ment project, yet 77 percent 
admit they’ve skipped wear-
ing the proper protective gear.
 “Whatever your experience 
level, you need to use caution 
when making repairs or doing 
general home maintenance,” 
says Lou Manfredini, host of 
HouseSmarts TV and home 
improvement contributor on 
NBC’s ‘The Today Show.’
 Here are some tips from 
Manfredini to ensure you are 
safe when completing com-
mon DIY tasks.
 • Updating the front door: 
Want to add some pizzazz 
to your home? Consider re-
painting the front door.  With 
a little sanding, priming and 
a new coat of paint in a bold 
color, you can change the en-
tire look of your home. Just 
make sure you wear a proper 
respirator while sanding, and 
use appropriate protective 
eyewear.
 • Mowing the lawn: Before 
mowing, take time to inspect 
for items lying on the ground. 
Sticks and stones can break 
your bones – particularly if 
the blade of the mower picks it 
up and throws it at high speed 
from under the mower’s deck. 
When doing yard work out-
side, help protect your eyes 
with safety eyewear.
 • Easy bathroom fix: Re-

placing a broken ceramic tile 
is easy if you follow these 
steps. Remove all the grout 
around the tile. Then use a 
chisel to remove the tile. Con-
sider wearing proper safety 
eyewear. Clean up the surface 
and then install the new tile 
with tile adhesive. When that 
dries, re-grout the new tile. 
When tackling this project, 
make sure you wear a good 
pair of gloves, as broken tile 
pieces can be sharp.
 • Fixing up furniture: Re-
finishing furniture is a great 
way to revive old items.  But 
remember, some finishing 
products may be harmful to 
lungs and skin. Always read 
the safety information for 
the products used. Wear a 
good pair of quality painter’s 
gloves, protective eyewear, 
and an appropriate respirator.
 • Using power tools: Any-
time you use power tools like 
a circular saw, sander or a 
compressor, you should pro-
tect your ears. Disposable 
foam ear plugs are easy to use 
and can help reduce the noise 
level, which is important, as 
noises over 85 decibels can 
lead to permanent hearing 
loss over time. Also consider 
safety protective eyewear 
when using circular saws, 
sanders and other power 
tools.  
 • Adding Insulation: Add-
ing insulation to your home 
is one of the best ways to in-
crease its energy efficiency. 
Whether its fiberglass batt 
insulation or blown-in cellu-
lose, the added comfort will 
be apparent. For safety, wear 
pants, a long sleeve shirt and 

Stay safe when completing  
home improvement projects

eye, hand, and lung protec-
tion.
 More DIY safety tips and 
project information can be 
found at www.3MDIY.com.
 When it comes to your 
health and safety, don’t take 
chances. Doing it right means 
doing it safely. (StatePoint)

Using reclaimed timber 
when building or renovating 
a home benefits the environ-
ment in various ways. Accord-
ing to GreenBusinessWatch.
org, building and renovating 
with reclaimed timber helps 
to preserve forests by greatly 
reducing the need to cut down 
trees. In addition, when us-
ing reclaimed timber to build 
or renovate a home, contrac-
tors and homeowners tend to 
use locally sourced reclaimed 
wood, reducing the need to 
transport wood from afar to 
complete the projects. That re-
duced reliance on transporta-
tion reduces fuel consumption 
and air pollution. Processing 
reclaimed timber is often less 
taxing on the environment 

than processing virgin wood. 
However, reclaimed timber 
may provide more than just 
environmental benefits. Vir-
gin timber typically comes 
from commercially grown 
trees that are not always af-
forded enough time to reach 
full maturity. Timber that is 
reclaimed from old buildings 
and vessels may very well 
have reached full maturity be-
fore it was cut down to use as 
building material. Reclaimed 

Did you know? reclaimed timber
timber that grew to full ma-
turity is likely stronger than 
virgin wood taken from com-
mercially grown trees that 
were not given enough time 
to mature. Reclaimed timber 
also may prove more durable 
than virgin wood because the 
former has already dried out 
after years of contracting and 
expanding, making it less 
likely to warp and split than 
virgin wood that has yet to 
endure such exposure. 


