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Cold weather can take its 
toll on a property, especial-
ly in regions of the world 
where winters are harsh. 
Most parts of the landscape 
are vulnerable to damage 
from winter storms, but 
trees may be especially 
susceptible. By the end of 
winter, many homeowners 
wonder if their trees would 
benefit from some profes-
sional TLC.

Tree services provide a 
host of services. While fall 
is a popular time to remove 
trees from a property, 
doing so in spring is not 
unheard of, especially if 
trees were affected by win-
ter storms and now pose 
a threat to a home and the 
people who live inside it. 

Homeowners consid-
ering tree services can 
explore the following ways 
that some professional 
arbor attention can protect 
them and their homes.

• Tree services can help 
protect a home’s founda-
tion. Old trees that stretch 
well into the sky can be 
captivating, but they also 
can pose a threat to a 
home’s foundation. Such 
trees may have especially 
large root zones that may 
extend beneath walkways 
and even a home. In the 

latter instance, foundations 
may crack as roots try to 
stake their claim to the 
ground beneath a home. 
According to the home 
improvement resource Ho-
meAdvisor, homeowners 
pay an average of just over 
$4,000 to repair founda-
tion issues, though major 
problems can cost consid-
erably more than that. A 
professional tree service 
can remove aging trees 
that might be beautiful and 
awe-inspiring but still pose 
a threat to a home and the 
areas surrounding it.

• Tree services can im-
prove visibility. Trees that 
have aged a bit since their 
last trimming might affect 
the view of a property from 
inside a home. Overgrown 
branches can compromise 
residents’ ability to see 
and experience the natural 
beauty just outside their 
windows. The average 
homeowner may be able 
to trim short trees on his 
or her own, but if views 
from the second floor of a 
home or higher have been 
compromised, it’s much 
safer to call a professional 
tree service. Such services 
have the right tools and 
experienced personnel nec-
essary to safely trim high 

branches on tall trees.
• Tree services can help 

prevent future damage. 
Even if trees made it 
through a recent winter un-
scathed, that’s no guaran-
tee next winter or even the 
coming seasons of spring, 
summer and fall won’t 
ultimately prove their un-
doing. Travelers Insurance 
notes that weather-related 
roof damage, including 
damage resulting from 
falling limbs and branches 
weighed down by snow 
during the winter months, 
accounted for more than 
half of all Travelers prop-
erty loss claims between 
2009 and 2016. According 
to BNC Insurance and Risk 
Advisors, homeowners 
may be liable if a tree they 
knew posed a threat falls 
onto a passerby or a neigh-
bor’s property and causes 
damage or injury. Having 
all trees properly trimmed 
each year, but especially 
those that can fall on your 
home and your neighbors’ 
homes, may prevent future 
damage and legal issues.

Tree services can ensure 
trees maintain their awe-
inspiring beauty and help 
homeowners protect their 
homes and their belong-
ings.

Tree services provide a host of services. While fall is a popular time to remove trees 
from a property, doing so in spring is not unheard of, especially if trees were affected by 
winter storms and now pose a threat to a home and the people who live inside it.

A professional tree service can improve your home

With more than 60 
different species of deer 
worldwide, there’s a good 
chance individuals will 
have some sort of interac-
tion with these majestic 
animals at one point during 
their lifetimes. 

Deer, which live on all 
continents except Ant-
arctica, can survive in 
everything from mountain-
ous areas to wet rainforests 
to suburban neighbor-
hoods. These herbivores 
are voracious eaters that 
will search far and wide 
for their meals. Home 
landscapes tend to be easy 
pickings for foraging deer.

Many people are ex-
cited to see deer in their 
neighborhoods and yards 
because they can be such 
graceful creatures to be-
hold. However, once deer 
start to munch on orna-
mental trees, annuals and 
flowering shrubs, the nov-
elty of these animals may 
wear off. Furthermore, 
deer also can be covered in 
ticks that spread illnesses 
like Lyme disease. Here 
are some tips to keep deer 
at bay.

• Avoid tasty morsels. 
Deer like English ivy, let-
tuces, impatiens, pansies, 
and hostas. Fruit trees 
also are targets. Choose 
other plants to grow, 
and wait until after early 
spring, when deer aren’t 
as concerned with regain-
ing weight lost during the 
winter, to get them in the 
ground.

• Use fishing line to 
deter deer. Put a few stakes 
in the ground and then run 
fishing line at a height of 
about three feet. Deer can 
sense movement but do not 
have keen vision. As the 
deer approach your garden, 
they’ll brush against the 
“invisible” fishing line and 

then get spooked off.
• Plant plants that pro-

duce strong aromas. The 
experts at Good House-
keeping suggest planting 
lavender and marigolds, 
which emit strong aromas. 
Deer will be reluctant to 
walk through because the 
smell can interfere with 
their ability to find food 
and assess their environ-
ment via their sense of 
smell.

• Stock up on soap. The 
tallow in soap helps keep 
deer away, according to 
the University of Vermont 
Extension Department of 
Plant and Soil Science. 
Scented soaps like Irish 
Spring may be especially 

good at warding off deer.
• Plant in levels. Raised 

beds and sunken gardens 
can discourage deer from 
coming into the yard 
because they aren’t avid 
climbers, offers the home 
and garden resource This 
Old House. 

• Employ harmless scare 
tactics. Deer are skittish, 
and any unfamiliar move-
ment or sound may scare 
them away. Cans hung 
from strings, sundials and 
lights can keep them at 
bay.

Deer will seek out an 
easy meal, but homeown-
ers can take steps to safe-
guard their trees, flowers 
and shrubs.

How to protect your yard from deer

Deer can be beautiful, but that charm wears off when 
they nibble your plants and bring pests like Lyme disease 
carrying ticks.
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