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Now is the time 
to be in Weakley 
County, Mayor 
Bynum declares

An organization that has a long-
standing tradition of service for an 
elite group of those who have served 
their country is taking its message 
statewide. With leadership changes 
on a local level, the updates for the 
American Legion Post #55 in Martin 
have drawn the attention of leaders 
of the Tennessee Department of the 
American Legion.

On Friday, more than 40 members 
of Legion posts across District 9 in 
Northwest Tennessee gathered to 

welcome the state’s commander and 
other state officers. The Command-
er’s Tour brought state Department 
Commander Luther Holsonback, state 
Department Adjutant and Finance Of-
ficer Dean Tuttle, West Tennessee 
Vice Commander Lanny Culver, Dis-
trict 9 Commander David Cobb, and 
state public relations officer Michael 
Lawler to the local post. Members 
from posts in Tiptonville, Milan, Lex-
ington and Dresden were on hand to 
welcome the officers in an event that 
offered food and fellowship.

Adding to the roster of regional and 
state position holders were Legion 

Post #55 elected officers. After elect-
ing the slate of officers for the local 
organization for the 2019-20 Fiscal 
Year, Commander Elton Wilkerson 
and Vice Commander Jackie Laird 
have already been asked to serve in 
regional and statewide positions.

Laird helped form the American 
Legion Riders, the newest support 
unit for Post #55 in Martin. That or-
ganization has already put in a World 
War II memorial at the crash site of 
a bomber outside of Palmersville in 

Looking back on that day at the hog barn with the late 
Wendell Alexander and Ned McWherter, a country ham 
breakfast offered a glimpse into human relationships and 
building a strong community. 

Tommy Martin was one of the businessmen from the 
breakfast group which was started in the early ’90s.

Once the breakfast group had moved to Alexander’s 
barn, Martin quoted Gov. McWherter, “If I ever become 
governor, let’s have this breakfast at the Governor’s Man-
sion.”

The concept of making memories has since been em-
braced by Alexander’s grandsons, Jake and Alex Bynum, 
which cannot be defined by one single event but a desire to 
leave a lifetime legacy. 

Mayor Bynum reported the breakfast became bigger 
than both of them. He continued to say that the breakfast 
most likely contributed to his career.

A long-lasting legacy of the country ham breakfasts is a 
true tribute to Alexander and his love for Weakley County, 
a longtime resident and businessman in Obion and Weak-
ley counties.

The Wendell Alexander Scholarship Endowment was 

created from the legacy breakfasts and established by 
Alexander’s grandsons, Jake and Alex, along with their 
wives, Alyssa and Kate Bynum for the past two years. 
The endowment has been rewarded and supported by the 
Weakley County high school graduates who study agricul-
ture or agricultural business at UT Martin. 
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A TRADITION AT THE MANSION — The late Gov. Ned Ray McWherter worked alongside the late Wendell 
Alexander of Dresden when the farmer and businessman held his community county ham breakfasts. McWherter of-
fered to host the breakfast at the Governor’s Mansion in the event he became governor of Tennessee. 

Legacy breakfast 
is family tradition

THE LEGACY CONTINUES — The Bynum brothers, 
Alex (left) and Jake (right), carry on Wendell Alexander’s, 
their late grandfather, country ham scholarship breakfast.

WARM WELCOMES — Newly-elected American Legion Post #55 of Martin Commander Elton Wilkerson wel-
comed the crowd that had gathered at the local post Friday evening when the local Legion served as host for the 9th 
District Commander’s Tour. Special guests on hand were (seated, from left) State Adjutant and Finance Officer Dean 
Tuttle, State Commander Luther Holsonback and District 9 Vice Commander Lanny Culver.
Photo by Jennifer Cross

Legion family garnering state attention

Students
returning 
to school 
Aug. 5

In a little more than two 
weeks, 4,100 students in 
Weakley County will be 
making the transition from 
their summer breaks and 
begin classes at Weakley 
County Schools. Com-
munity members will start 
noticing more vehicles in 
the parking lots at the 10 
schools in the county as the 
more than 300 educators 
prepare their classrooms for 
prospective students next 
week.

Beginning Monday, 
teachers and staff members 
begin their in-service days. 
Work days will carry over 
for Tuesday and part of 
the day Wednesday, before 
having to head back to the 
schools Aug. 1 and 2.

Students in Dresden, 
Martin, Gleason, Greenfield 
and Sharon will register for 
classes on Wednesday from 
8-11:30 a.m. Parents should 
be prepared to spend some 
time that morning filling out 
the necessary paperwork to 
enroll their children. 

They will be asked to fill 
out and sign several docu-
ments, provide supply fees 
and fill out an application 
for free and reduced lunch 
that day. Free breakfast 
will once again be provided 
countywide for students.

At each school location, 
forms will be available but 
links will also be provided 
for new online registration 
this year. 

Kindergarten students who 
have not been pre-registered 
should have a certified copy 
of the birth certificate and 
proof of proper immuniza-
tions (on the revised form), 
a physical examination in 
the last 12 months, and of 
residence with a a parent or 
legal guardian. A social se-
curity card is also an option 
but not mandatory. 

A two-day open house 
for parents will be hosted in 
each elementary and prima-
ry school Aug. 5 and 6. Pre-
K teachers will meet with 
parents these days as well. 
Times will be determined 
by school.

The first official day of 
classes at the 10 Weakley 
County Schools begins 
Aug. 5. Kindergarteners 
throughout the county will 
spend the first two weeks 
on alternating schedules as 
they transition into full-time 
student status. Students in 
higher grades will dive right 
into classes in a full-time 
capacity that Monday.

For those families who 
have yet to purchase school 
supplies, they will be provid-
ed with a supply list on the 
day of registration. Families 
can also pick up a supply list 
at Walmart in Martin and 
take advantage of tax-free 
back-to-school shopping 
this weekend beginning Fri-
day through Sunday thanks 
to Tennessee’s annual sales 
tax holiday. All students in 
Greenfield schools will re-
ceive free school supplies 
this year. 

Tonight (Thursday), be-
ginning at 6, Martin First 

By SABRINA BATES
News Producer

NWTNDD 
awarded 
arts grant 
by state

The Tennessee Arts Com-
mission has awarded 366 Fis-
cal Year 2020 Annual Grants 
totaling $4,746,900.00 to 
help fund arts and cultural 
activities for arts organiza-
tions, schools, local govern-
ments, nonprofits and artists 
in Tennessee.

Among those recipients, 
the Northwest Tennessee 
Development District lo-
cated in Martin and serving 
Weakley County, has been 
chosen to receive a portion 
of those funds.

NWTN Development 
District will be awarded 
$14,040 as an ABC Desig-
nated Agency.

The Arts Build Commu-
nities (ABC) grant program 
is designed to provide sup-
port for arts projects that 
broaden access to arts expe-
riences, address community 
quality of life issues through 
the arts, or enhance the sus-
tainability of asset-based 
cultural enterprises. 

ABC funds may be used 
to:

• Provide innovative arts 
experiences that are new or 
unfamiliar to community 
residents.

• Offer arts programs that 
are designed to help affect 
positive change in commu-
nity social issues.

• Develop arts program-
ming that strengthens social 
networks through commu-
nity engagement.

• Undertake cultural arts 
initiatives that enhance a 
community’s identity and/or 
economic development.

• Offer training that helps 

USDA 
considers 
changes 
to SNAP

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) this week 
proposed closing a loophole 
that allows states to make 
participants receiving mini-
mal Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families (TANF) 
benefits automatically eligi-
ble to participate in USDA’s 
Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program (SNAP).

The proposed rule pub-
lished Tuesday in the Fed-
eral Register would limit 
SNAP/TANF automatic eli-
gibility to households that 
receive substantial, ongo-
ing TANF-funded benefits 
aimed at helping families 
move towards self-suffi-
ciency. 

The proposed rule would 
fix a loophole that has ex-
panded SNAP recipients 
in some states to include 
people who receive assis-
tance when they clearly 
don’t need it, according to 
a press release issued by the 
USDA.

To confer automatic eli-
gibility for SNAP under the 
proposal, a household must 
receive TANF-funded cash 




