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NEWS/EVENTS

The holiday hunt is on!

By Dee Ann Campbell
Sun-Advocate Publisher

More deaths occur on Alabama’s road-
ways during holiday periods than at other
times of the year, and law enforcement
agencies are urging motorists to show cau-
tion and drive safely during the upcoming
busy Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.

According to a study by the University
of Alabama’s Center for Advanced Public
Safety, the upcoming holiday periods typi-
cally result in about three or four more
deaths due to traffic accidents than the typ-

ical time periods. Both the 15 days sur-
rounding Thanksgiving and those around
the Christmas and New Year’s holidays typ-
ically show about 198 Alabama deaths dur-
ing each period.

While the Thanksgiving and Christmas
holiday periods are among the most deadly
when it comes to highway accidents, the
causes of those crashes vary from holiday
to holiday. The study examined five years
of crash statistics during 15-day periods
around the holidays from 2014 to 2018, in-
cluding studying accidents from November
18 to December 2 for Thanksgiving, and

from December 18 to January 1 for the
Christmas and New Year’s holidays.

The study showed that during the
Christmas holidays, there are more crashes
related to drugs and alcohol than during
Thanksgiving, when non-alcohol crashes
are more common.

During Thanksgiving, most collisions
occur at the start and end of the typical
work day, according to information from
ALEA. During the Christmas season, more
crashes occur between the hours of 8 p.m.
and 7 a.m.

Statistics also show that drivers experi-

ence more collisions with deer on the road-
ways during the Thanksgiving holiday pe-
riod than other time periods, on average.
Deer collisions in late November are
blamed, for the most part, on hunting and
mating seasons.

There are also more crashes during the
Iron Bowl game period than in typical
months. More crashes occur on I59 during
the time period surrounding the Alabama vs
Auburn game.

The Christmas holidays typically have
more crashes due to rain, logging about

Officials urging caution on highways during holidays

Board of 
Education to
meet Dec.10

BUTLER -- The
Choctaw County Board of
Education will hold its
next regular scheduled
meeting on Tuesday, De-
cember 10. 

The meeting will
begin at  5:30 p.m. at the
Choctaw County Board of
Education office, located
on Tom Orr Drive in But-
ler.

BUTLER -- The hunt for those perfect holiday gifts is now in full swing, with local towns kicking
off the season with late-night shopping events. Despite wet weather, Gilbertown reported large
crowds for their first of several such events, held on Thursday, November 14. The City of Butler
was also alive with shoppers last Thursday, November 21, when shops stayed open to wel-
come the public. Ole St. Nick was on hand for both the Gilbertown and Butler events. Pictured
are some of the merry-makers and shoppers who turned out for the Butler ‘hunt’ on Thursday.

ATTENTION LOCAL CANDIDATES:
You have until Jan. 8 to run your FREE political announcements in the Sun-
Advocate. Call 251-843-6397 or email choctawsun@millry.net for information.

See HIGHWAYS, page 6

Mrs. Doak that Mr. Doak had raped
her, but Mrs. Doak had told her not to
tell anyone about the abuse. Another
witness also testified that Mrs. Doak
had confided in her about the abuse.
The witness urged Mrs. Doak to report
the abuse and take the child to a doctor,
but Mrs. Doak did not do so.

Testimony also included state-
ments from a witness who saw Mr.
Doak sexually abusing one of the vic-
tims while they were living in
Thomasville.

After the Doaks moved to Mon-
roeville, the local Police Department
received information about the sexual
abuse. 

On February 4, a police investiga-
tor, along with a caseworker with the
Monroe County Department of Human
Resources, visited the victims. The vic-
tims then revealed that they were un-
safe in the home. The defendants were
arrested the following day on state
charges.

Physical evidence gathered at the
home contained DNA evidence that
helped to corroborate the charges, and
a pediatrician who examined the chil-
dren testified at trial that they showed
signs of sexual abuse.

House committee
passes pot bill

By Dee Ann Campbell
Sun-Advocate Publisher

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The
Judiciary Committee in the U.S.
House of Representatives has ap-
proved a bill that legalizes mari-
juana on the federal level, taking
another step toward what many see
as legalization of the drug nation-
wide.

The bill, which has not yet been
voted on by the full House, removes
marijuana from Schedule 1 of the
Controlled Substances Act. The bill
passed in committee by a 24 to 10
vote and many believe it may be
passed by the House, where De-
mocrats are in control. 

If passed, the bill would allow
states to put in place their own poli-
cies and gives states incentives to
clear criminal records of people
convicted of some lower-level mar-
ijuana offenses. The measure would
also put in place a 5% tax on
cannabis products.

In approving the bill, Commit-
tee Chairman Jerrold Nadler (D-
NY) cited what he sees as a racial
disparity in the enforcement of mar-
ijuana laws, adding that the crimi-

See POT BILL, page 3

Welcome new Wayne County advertisers!
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