
Beatrice G. Robinson
BUTLER - Funeral services for Beatrice Gunnels

Robinson, 92, were Monday, November 25, 2019, at
Brightwater Church with Rev. Leslie Roberts and
Rev. Patricia Grindle officiat-
ing. Burial followed in the
Brightwater Cemetery.

Mrs. Bea passed away
November 22, 2019, at
Choctaw General Hospital in
Butler. She was born August
29, 1927, in Land. She was a
retired accountant in the
woodlands division of Amer-
ican Can. 

Survivors include her
children, Virginia Graham
(Jimmy) of Butler; Terry Robinson of Butler; Kay
Boykin (W.D.) of Gilbertown; Samuel E. Robinson,
III of Needham; and Janet Kelley (Terry) of Toxey;
step-son, Sam Smith; 10 grandchildren, Bart Graham
(Julia), Brian Robinson (Kristin), Grant Robinson,
Kim Elliott (Stanley), Josh Boykin (Kelsey), Jarrod
Boykin, Samora Kelly (Adrian), Amber Robinson,
Jessica Lucas (Corbin), and Morgan Kelley (Clay
Driver); 18 great grandchildren, Jack Graham, West
Graham, Caroline Robinson, Porter Robinson,
Matthew Robinson, Delevan Coxwell (Maggie Hen-
son), Tate Boykin, Jackson Boykin, Cade Kelly, Cara
Kelly, Catherine Kelly, Evie Robinson, Luke Kittrell,
Masen Ber, Maggie Ber, Madison Kelley, Mace Kel-
ley, and MacKenzie Kelley; and 3 great-great grand-
children, Blakely Coxwell, Adley Cate Kelly, and
Anley Coen Kelly; brothers, William R. Gunnels
(Merle) of Toxey; Winston Gunnels of Georgia; and
Gerald Gunnels (Susan) of Texas; and sister, Carol
Manley of Pennington.

She was preceded in death by her parents,
William Albert Gunnels and Ona Kelley Gunnels;
husband, Samuel E. Robinson, Jr.; granddaughter,
Sandie Kelley; brother, Sidney Gunnels; and sisters,
Miriam Gunnels and Mary Alice Skinner.

Pallbearers: Bart Graham, Brian Robinson, Grant
Robinson, Stanley Elliott, Josh Boykin, Jarrod
Boykin, Adrian Kelly, Corbin Lucas, Clay Driver,
Delevan Coxwell, Cade Kelly, Luke Kittrell

Memorials may be made to the Brightwater Me-
morial Cemetery Fund, C/O Mr. Jesse Kelley, 2966
Needham Road, Needham, Alabama 36915.

Visit bumpersfuneralhome.com to sign the online

register and post condolences to the family.

Wilson R. Eldridge
LAVACA - Wilson Ray Eldridge died November

22, 2019, at DCH Regional Medical Center in
Tuscaloosa. Visitation was held Sunday, November
24, at Hopewell Baptist Church Fellowship Hall in
Lavaca, Ala. The funeral service followed with the
Rev. Leslie Spiller officiating. Bumpers Funeral
Home directed.

He is survived by his daughters, Linda Anne
Ezell Gibson and her husband, Jimmy, of Waverly,
Tenn., and Sandy Eldridge Stanard and her husband,
Will, of Tuscaloosa; his grandchildren, Alex Harris
and her husband, David, of Raymond, Miss.; Wood
Glass of Birmingham; and Mary Elizabeth and James
Stanard of Tuscaloosa; and his great-grandchild, Mary
Lauren Harris. He is also survived by his mother,
Dwight Eldridge, of Butler; his sisters, Judy Spiller,
husband Glen, of Decatur and Sue Owens, husband
Kenneth, of Canton, Miss.; and brothers, Glenn El-
dridge of Butler and Randy Eldridge, wife Tara, of
Birmingham; and many friends who loved him and
knew him as ‘Papa’. 

He was predeceased by his wife, Mary Anne
Loftis Eldridge, father, Archie Vernon Eldridge, sister,
Lisa Eldridge, and brother, Dale Eldridge.

Born August 28, 1951, in Kemper
County, Mississippi, Mr. Eldridge was re-
tired from Georgia Pacific after 43 years of
service. He was a longtime member of
Hopewell Baptist Church in Lavaca and
had served many years as a deacon and
Sunday School teacher.  He was a member
of the York Rites through the Commandre,
a Noble of the ABBA Shrine in Mobile, and
a member of Gilead Lodge No.9 in Butler,
where he held several offices. 

Pallbearers will be his Masonic Broth-
ers of Gilead Lodge No. 9.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests
memorials to Hopewell Baptist Church c/o
Wanda Faile, 2470 Sunshine Road, Butler,
AL 36904.

Visit bumpersfuneralhome.com to sign
the online register and post condolences to
the family. Arrangements by Bumpers Fu-
neral Home of Butler.

Stephanie D. Kirk

THOMASVILLE - Funeral services for
Stephanie Dawn “Shug Shug” Hurst Kirk, 34, were
November 21, 2019, at the Chapel of Bumpers Fu-
neral Home with Sis. Mae Jewel Moore officiating.
Eulogy was given by Beverly
Sawyer and Amanda Grice.
Burial followed in the Shady
Grove Cemetery.

Stephanie passed away
November 14, 2019, in Beau-
mont, Texas. She was born
August 14, 1985, in Meridian.

Survivors include her
children, Carlee Dawn Kirk,
William Caiden Kirk, and
Chandler Reese Kirk; mother,
Denise Griffin (Danny); fa-
ther, Jimmy Hurst (Pat); brother, Adam Hurst (Donnie
Gale); sisters, Theresa Savell (Dewayne), Annissa
Harrison (Darin), Kami Hurst, and Monica Jarman
(Shannon); special family members, Scott Adams,
Jonathan Hurst, Brad Kirk, Brayden Griffin, Bella
Griffin, and a host of aunts, uncles, cousins, and close
friends.

help catch him.”
Lolley said that within a short time, he had re-

ceived multiple calls from sheriffs across the state
alerting their fellow law enforcement officers
about the shooting and Williams’ death.

Lolley said that he had been at the scene for
about two hours when the suspect returned and
was apprehended by officers. A pistol was tucked
in his waistband at the time of his arrest.

Williams had served in public safety in Lown-
des County for more than 40 years, including
working with the Hayneville Police Department
and as Chief Deputy with the Lowndes County
Sheriff’s Department. He was elected sheriff in
2010, re-elected in 2014, and won the seat again
in 2018.

Williams is the 5th Alabama officer to be
killed in the line of duty this year.

Lolley said that he had known Williams for
many years, meeting him when Williams was
Chief Deputy, years before he became sheriff.

In addition to working with him in other ca-
pacities, Lolley said that Williams often traveled
with him to Montgomery to the state legislature.

“Everyone knew him,” Lolley said. “And they
had a lot of respect for him.”

With the Lowndes County department now
short-handed, and some deputies involved in the
crime scene as witnesses, other departments have
stepped up to help. Chilton County officers, in par-
ticular, are providing deputies to cover shifts in the
area.

Lolley said that Williams went above and be-
yond his duty to serve his community, and his
death will profoundly affect Lowndes County.
Since his death, a long list of law enforcement of-
ficers, state officials, and Lowndes County resi-
dents have responded with praise and mourning
for Williams, describing him as a much-loved
sheriff who was a vital part of his community.

“Sheriff Williams devoted his life to law en-
forcement,” Attorney General Marshall said in a
statement on Saturday night. “He gave more than
40 years to public safety in his home county, serv-
ing the last 19 years as Lowndes County Sheriff.
His dedication and experience are irreplaceable.”

According to Lolley, the shooting will not just
affect one community or even one state. When of-
ficers are killed in the line of duty, the impact is
widespread, Lolley said. He explained that such
tragedies, along with other issues that have nega-
tively affected law enforcement, are taking their
toll on the numbers of officers who choose to re-
main on the job – and the ability of departments
to recruit others.

Lolley said that, as of Monday, there had been
110 officers who died in the line of duty nationally
this year, including 42 who were killed with
firearms. Another 35 were killed in automobile-
related incidents, and 33 were killed through other
means. 

“This has a long-term effect,” he said.
“Deaths of officers have risen so high, and other
officers are being sued or put in prison for split-
second decisions they made while they were doing
their jobs. What other profession goes to prison

for doing their jobs?”
“What’s the message it sends to those carrying

badges, or that young guy who once wanted to be
an officer?” he said, adding that recruitment of
new officers is down about 66% overall.

Lolley said that, with Williams’ death and the
deaths of so many others, more would-be officers
may choose not to go into the profession. In the
long run, the effect will be obvious, with higher
crime rates and fewer officers on the streets to stop
it.

Attorney General Marshall added his thanks
for those who do choose to serve in law enforce-
ment in the state.

“Serving the public in the role of a peace of-
ficer is a difficult calling, fraught with peril, yet
thankfully many Alabama men and women choose
to answer the call, often times putting their lives
in danger to protect us,” Marshall said. “It simply
cannot be said
enough that we
owe these heroes
our gratitude and
our support. I
know all Alabami-
ans join me in
passing along our
condolences and
prayers to Sheriff
Williams’ family
and to the Lown-
des County Sher-
iff’s Office.” 
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Beatrice Robinson

March 3 primary voters must be registered by February 17, 
absentee ballot applications due by February 27

By Dee Ann Campbell
Sun-Advocate Publisher

BUTLER -- Residents have
until February 17, 2020 to register
to vote in the upcoming primary
elections to be held on March 3.

According to Secretary of State
John Merrill, the last day to post-
mark voter registration forms is
February 15, and the last day to
hand-deliver the forms to the local
voter registration office is February
14. The last day for online voter
registration is February 17.

The last day to apply for an ab-
sentee ballot will be five days be-
fore the election. For primary
voters, absentee ballot applications
are due by 5 p.m. on February 27.

Absentee ballots must be post-
marked or hand-delivered to the ab-
sentee elections manager by Mar. 2.

Those voting by absentee bal-
lots must submit a copy of a valid
photo identification. 

Voters can cast absentee ballots
if:

• They will be absent from the
county on Election Day;

• They are ill or have physical
disabilities that prevent traveling to
their polling places;

• They are registered voters liv-
ing outside of the county where
they are registered, such as mem-
bers of the Armed Forces, college
students, or spouses or children of
such individuals;

• They are appointed as elec-

tion officers or poll watchers at
polling places other than the
polling place where they must cast
their ballots;

• They are working required
shifts of ten hours or more that co-
incides with polling hours.

Locally, absentee ballots can
be obtained by writing or visiting
the absentee election manager at
117 South Mulberry Ave., Suite 10,
Butler, AL 36904. Required infor-
mation includes name and resi-
dence of voter, election for which
the ballot is requested, reason for
absence from the polling place, ad-
dress to mail the ballot, and the
voter’s signature. If the application
is approved, an absentee ballot will
be mailed to the address provided

or personally handed to the voter
by the election manager.

Absentee ballots require affi-
davits of notarization and signa-
tures of two witnesses in order to
be counted. They must be returned
by U.S. mail or delivered by a de-
signee in case of emergency absen-
tee voting.

Emergency absentee voting ap-
plications can be made after the
deadline but no later than 5 p.m. on
the day prior to the election if the
individual is required by an em-
ployer under unforeseen circum-
stances to be out the county on a
business trip on election day, or
have a medical emergency that re-
quires treatment from a licensed
physician.

POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT
The Choctaw County Commission 

will be accepting applications for employment 
until December 5, 2019 at 4:00 P.M.

for the following positions:
•  one (1) or more Laborers 

(full and/or part-time) 
in the Road & Bridge Department.  

Applications can be picked at the 
Choctaw County Engineer’s Office, 
239 Fire Tower Road, Toxey, AL.

The Choctaw County Commission is an
Equal Opportunity Employer
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nalization of pot has been ‘a
mistake’.

The National Organiza-
tion for the Reform of Mar-
ijuana Laws, also known as
NORML, called the legisla-
tion the "biggest marijuana
news of the year."

Medical marijuana is
now legal in 33 states and
Washington, D.C., but only
11 states have legalized
marijuana for recreational
use.

Republican members in
the House have expressed
concerns about the bill, and
if it passes the House, many
believe it is not likely to be
taken up in the GOP-con-
trolled Senate.

"I don't think a majority
of the Republicans will sup-
port this bill," Rep. Ken
Buck of Colorado said. "It
is even less likely that the
Senate would take it up.
Therefore, I would just sug-
gest that we deal with other
bills that we can get a much
larger bipartisan support
from."

nPot Bill
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Stephanie Kirk
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holiday
closure dates

Our office will close at
4 p.m. on Tuesday,

November 26 
and reopen at 8 a.m.

Monday, December 2.
To reach us, leave a
voicemail at 251-843-

6397 or email
choctawsun
@millry.net
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