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Several students in the Diesel and Power
Systems Technology (DPST) program at
Spoon River College were recently awarded
scholarships following a round of interviews
with program faculty and members of the

Diesel Advisory Board. 
Receiving the scholarships were Collin

Boehl (Virginia), Harold Dare Scholarship
for $400; Harley Pemble (Fairview), Phi Mau
Tau Scholarship for $500; Payton Rose

(Kewanee), Brian Telander Scholarship for
$400 (a GPA of 3.0 is required for this); and
Eli Thomas (Cecilia, KY), Ed Kaiser
Scholarship for $600. Presenting the scholar-
ships was Sam Brooks, advisory board mem-
ber. 

DPST students Cole Bennet of Neponset
and Dustin Guthrie of Mendon were also eli-
gible to interview for the scholarships as
freshmen who are in good standing with the
Phi Mau Tau Fraternity. 

The DPST program was one of the first
Career and Technical Education (CTE) pro-
grams established at the College. It remains
one of the strongest, attracting students
from outside of the district and even outside
of Illinois. While it is no surprise that a local
student like Pemble would hear about the
program, it might be a surprise that Thomas
had also heard about it in Kentucky.  

“An acquaintance from Peoria told me
about it, and after doing some online
research on different programs, it seemed
the best one for me,” said Thomas, who
enrolled in the fall of 2018 and plans on
returning to his home state once he gradu-
ates.  

Students often hear about the program
from family members who have gone before
them. “It’s like carrying on a family tradi-

tion,” said Guthrie, whose uncle was a stu-
dent. Boehl, who is interested in doing
research and development at Caterpillar,
also knew about the program first hand from
a family member. Besides the recommenda-
tion, the extensive hands-on training and the
proximity to home sealed the deal for him. 

Rose also liked the hands-on aspect, and
although he’s not opposed to someday own-
ing a small shop of his own, for now he’ll
return to the family farm to work after grad-
uation. Ditto for Bennett, whose family farms
1300 acres. “I wanted to take back new skills
and knowledge, and be able to work on our
equipment myself,” he said. 

Over the years, CTE programs have often
been perceived as being inferior to transfer
education, but Brad O’Brien, dean of educa-
tion and workforce training, believes that is
changing. 

“Data shows that last year, roughly two-
thirds of all Illinois community college grad-
uates earned a CTE degree or certificate,”
said O’Brien. “They are a way for people to
learn the skills necessary to enter the work-
force quickly, and in an area they are truly
interested in.” 

The Phi Mau Tau Fraternity (which
stands for Fingers-Mind-Tools) is for stu-
dents in the DPST program. The group
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Aerial application is often the
safest, fastest, most efficient, and
most economical way to get the job
done.  Aircraft help in treating wet
fields and spraying when crop
canopies are too thick for ground
rigs.  When pests or disease
threaten a crop, time is critical.  An
airplane or helicopter can
accomplish more in one hour than
ground equipment can in one day.
This means less fuel used, less air
pollution and no soil compaction.
Aircraft are necessary to low or
medium-tillage farming systems,
which can reduce soil erosion by as
much as 90%.  Aerial application
provides food and fiber for the
world’s growing population and
protects our natural resources.

PALMER FLYING SERVICE INC.
Manito, IL • 309-545-2281

This year shows signs of having great
potential for Agri-Businessmen to benefit
from the positive grain prices, and also the
ability to make your crops produce their
maximum yield potential by applying a good
quality fungicide.  There are several brands
on the market for one to choose from and all
have good characteristics to fit what your
crop may need.  The next choice to make is
application method.  AERIAL APPLICATION is
all you need to know!  Today’s AERIAL
APPLICATORS are trained professionals that
are constantly updating with the latest
technologies, equipment, calibration
programs, and coordinating programs.
Working with retail dealers and applicators to
see that your needs will be taken care of.

With that in mind, pre-booking your acres to be treated is a very important issue.  When the time
comes for fungicide application, prior coordination is key to making it work!  Pre-booking your fields
will put you at the front of the pack. AERIAL APPLICATORS can get over more acres in an hour than
most ground rigs can cover in an entire day.  PALMER FLYING SERVICE INC. is working with all your
area fertilizer dealers to make this year’s season go smoothly for everyone.  If you have not talked
with your dealer about this year’s fungicide program, do so.  Then request PALMER FLYING SERVICE
INC., the flying service that people prefer, and have come to depend on for complete satisfaction.

What are the advantages of aerial application?

Locally owned and operated serving all of Central IL
If you handle your own spraying programs, or have

crop consultants handle your programs, call us - 
you may be surprised in what you will save.                  

www.PalmerFlyingService.com

135 N. Fifth  CANTON 309-647-1127 CLOSED MONDAYS

THE FAMILY
PLEASER®

FREE

Large 16” Pizza*

Family-Size Garden Salad
Pitcher of Soft Drink

*Thin Crust. One Topping

For the lighter appetite–
Breadsticks, Hoagie Sandwich and

Hot Ham & Cheese Sandwich served
with a Bag of Chips and Pickle

SPECIAL
THANKS

TO OUR FULTON
AND MASON

COUNTY
FARMERS!


