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WISE AND 
OTHERWISE

By Kent A. Stock
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COLD 
OUTSIDE?

CAROLINA
Ground Turkey

Walnut
Creek
Sliced
American
Cheese

4 Miles West of Arcola on County Rd 200N. • 268-3698

Hours: 
7:30-5:30 M-F

7:30-3:00 SSale Dates Februaury 4-9, 2019

We Accept

E.B.T.Country Salvage

Warm up with these hot deals!

While supplies last!
Hope everyone has a blessed new year!

Brakebush
Breaded
Chicken

10 lb boxes
$10.00

Charmin
Bath Tissue

$8.95

ALL FROZEN
TRAY PAK
CHICKEN 
25%
OFF

Free
 

coffe
e wh

ile

you 
shop

 or

relax
 

ever
yday

!

Call268-3698for dailyupdates

24 Giant
Rolls

Aunt Millies
Wheat or 

White 
Bread

(Giant Loaf)

$1.29

Fresh Boneless
Whole Pork Loin
Free Slicing

$1.49
lb.

79¢

89¢
Fancy Shredded

Cheese

Essential Everyday
8oz (all flavors)

5# $9.50

SPARKLE
6 PK
Big
Roll

$4.95

Smithfield
Breakfast
Sausage

1 lb Roll 
($7.95/ case 12 ct)

88¢ 

BEST YET
Saltines

69¢

1 lb roll
($5/ case
12ct)

2/$1

PRIVATE LABEL
Cereal Sale!
Fresh, new flavors

88¢

NABISCO
OREOS

$1.69

Caddy Creek
Mini horn cheese
Co-Jack, Pepper Jack

$2.49 lb

SIGNATURE SELECT
Graham Crackers

69¢

3 FLAVORS
18OZ

14.4 oz
1lb box

38 oz Best
Value
Ketchup

Time to melt hearts
This is actually the last column of January but I am 

ready to move on from the “longest” month of the year to 
something else, anything else, even February.  We do have 
holidays in February after all.  Groundhogs Day, Lincoln’s 
Birthday, Washington’s Birthday, President’s Day which, I 
think is supposed to be Lincoln and Washington combined 
with all those other guys.

Oh, I’m leaving out one; Valentine’s Day.  I can take a 
pass on this day just like I can take a pass on January.

I am a bit of a Valentine Scrooge I guess.  I like all the 
hearts, candy and flowers but each year it seems to be 
turned in to a needless competition among women that 
stresses out the menfolk in completely unnecessary ways.  
Nothing says I love you like anxiety and stress, right? 

I liked Valentine’s Day growing up because you got to 
make mailboxes, buy cards and candy then deliver every-
thing to your friends.  Total cost of Valentine’s fifty years 
ago was maximum five bucks and your parents paid for 
that.  Total cost fifty years later and you might be looking 
at $500 especially if the object of your admiration is ada-
mant about equating love with a dollar sign.

I used to work in a large office setting and every Febru-
ary 14 it was the same.  It was literally like the Rose pa-
rade as women were called up one by one to the front desk 
to collect their bouquets of flowers.  You could always tell 
by the reaction if some dude out there came up short in the 
floral department.  Have mercy on anyone that forgets!

I guess I am just bitter and cynical because I don’t have 
a Valentine to send me stuff or buy me things.  So, that 
leaves me with the other special February dates to cele-
brate.  I hear there is a special this week on Groundhog’s 
Day cards so I better stock up!

Thought for the day:  
“Have nothing to do with 
godless myths and old wives’ 
tales; rather train yourself 
to be godly.” – 1 Timothy 4:7

For centuries, well-edu-
cated and literate people 
thought it to be of the ut-
most importance to get out 
of bed on the right side.  The 
belief was that to get out of 
bed on the left side provided 
easy access for evil spirits.  
To this day, people will still 
ask those who seem to be 
having a bad day if they “got 
out on the wrong side of the 
bed.”

There’s nothing in the Bi-
ble about the left side of the 
bed providing access for evil 
spirits.  It’s simply a super-
stition, a belief that really 
has no basis in fact, yet has 
been regarded as truth by 
many people.

If you’ve ever knocked 
on wood to keep something 
you said from happening, or 
made a wish before you blew 
out your birthday candles, 
then you’ve participated in 
practices that are rooted in 
superstition.  But does that 
make those things inher-
ently wrong?

The answer to that ques-
tion is a subjective one 
- what do those actions re-
ally mean to you?  If you see 
these practices as nothing 
more than fun, and don’t 
assign spiritual power to 
them, then there’s prob-
ably nothing wrong with 
what you’re doing.  How-

ever, if you truly believe you 
can manipulate the unseen 
world through practices like 
these, you may be treading 
into unbiblical superstition.

The ultimate question is 
this:  Where do you seek 
spiritual power?  Instead of 
trying to find power in the 
material world, find it in 
Christ alone – not unbibli-
cal myths!

One power we have as 
Christians is the power of 
prayer.  We need to renew 
our prayers for Todd Martin 
and his family.  Jerry Hale, 
who just celebrated his 90th 
birthday this past week, and 
BJ would appreciate our 
prayers, as they settle into 
their new location in Arcola. 

Our prayer concerns 
continue to include Ka-
tana Ponder, J B and Jean 
White, Bobby and Reagan 
Miller, Jim and Jackie Tho-
len, Sharon Parsano, Donna 
Schultz, Jeff Romine, Ben 
Valerio, David Walker, El-
sie Winings, Betty Sawyer, 
Wilmer and Lela Otto, La-
Verne Smith, Jim Dycus, 
Marvin Helmuth, and Hen-
ry Schrock.

A big “Praise the Lord” is 
extended for the new sound 
system at the Arthur Home.  
Rev. Gartung led the wor-
ship service there a couple 
of weeks ago, and thought 
the sound system was awe-
some!  

Also, another big “Praise 
the Lord” was for last Sun-
day’s Pulpit Exchange that 

the Arthur Ministerial As-
sociation had organized.  
Rev. Gartung and his wife, 
Ruthie, enjoyed their time 
spent at the Arthur Bap-
tist Church and thought its 
congregation was “a sweet 
group of people!”  Also, the 
people of our church enjoyed 
the visit from Rev. Bruce 
Weiman of the Methodist 
Church who led the worship 
service and then participat-
ed in our Christian Conver-
sations afterwards.  

Carol Randall and her sib-
lings helped celebrate their 
parents’, Dolores and Le-
land Lust’s, 70th Wedding 
Anniversary this past week.  
They want to thank every-
one who sent cards and 
called them on the phone to 
congratulate them.  

Social media today: “A lie 
can travel half way around 
the world while truth is just 
putting on its shoes.”

Rev. Gartung welcomes 
your calls and email.  You 
may reach him at 460-1892 
or at dennis@gartung.me.  
He and his wife, Ruthie, 
would be glad to visit with 
you.  Just give them a call or 
send an email.  

Zion’s worship service 
starts at 9:00 AM each Sun-
day with various Sunday 
School activities following 
at 10:30 AM.  Everyone is 
welcome.

the bus wouldn’t come back 
to get them because it was a 
home game so there was no 
transportation.” To which 
board member Kyle Rodg-
ers replied, “You’re talking 
about a game in CG where 
we would drive...that’s on 
us, because we should have 
a bus.”

Miscommunication issues 
were key points of discus-
sion. Whether it be trans-
portation, practice changes, 
game changes, almost all 
board members on both 
sides agreed it was simple 
miscommunication. The 
app, Remind, was brought 
up to use as a majority of 
teachers and some extra-
curricular directors already 
use the application. It is a 
smart phone application 
where a teacher or coach 
can send out information to 
all participants with a click 
of a button. Cerro Gordo 
Board Vice President Tony 
Piraino stated, “Would it be 
too much to ask coaches to 
use technology to notify the 
Principals, Athletic Direc-
tors, or whomever it may 
need to be?”

Forgeson stated she did 
not feel comfortable com-
bining all middle sports at 
once, “I myself feel more 
comfortable about not doing 
the whole thing.” 

Bement Board Member 
Todd Strack stated, “Hav-
ing 8th, 7th, 6th graders..
either one, I’m not saying 
it’s all you. It’s dangerous 
not having all of this ironed 
out yet.”

Forgeson also expressed 
concerns of possible cuts if 
the sports combine. “We had 
a lot of Bement people that 
don’t go out for high school 
sports. They go out for 
Middle School Basketball, 
Middle School Volleyball...
and then when it comes to 
High School nope, not do-
ing it anymore.” Adding 
she believes, “My opinion if 
you truly love the sport, you 
should be going out for it, I 

don’t care that we are con-
solidated.” 

Cerro Gordo Board Mem-
ber Debbie Greenwood 
agreed, “To me it’s a cop out. 
They do not want to work 
for that position, and that 
infuriates me because it 
means that they don’t care 
enough.”

Coach Bart Hill was pres-
ent in the audience and 
made a remark that cuts 
would probably not even 
be necessary looking at the 
numbers. “I got one ques-
tion looking at numbers 
reading this correctly, Boys 
Basketball 6th grade going 
into 7th grade next year 
would be a total of 19 kids?” 
Adding. “Okaw Valley girls 
this year had 19 kids and 
didn’t cut anybody. Is it pos-
sible if you had a rule ahead 
that nobody cuts anybody 
so that everybody stays, ev-
eryone grows. And all kids.” 
No one seemed to take is-
sue with this, and with the 
current 5th grade class only 
having 19 students at Cerro 
Gordo, something will have 
to be done in order to have 
class teams. 

Greenwood expressed her 
concerns as a coach’s wife, 
understanding that more 
numbers may mean less 
playing time for certain stu-
dents, but those students 
are still of value to the team.  

“Being married to a coach 
for years...You need num-
bers, no not everyone will 
get equal playing time. You 
need numbers not only to 
help your starters get bet-
ter, but those starters help 
those other kids get better. 
By having more kids that 
doesn’t mean that’s not 
necessarily a good thing. It 
means that they...push each 
other and I think that gets 
lost in the shuffle some-
times.”

There was also discus-
sion on involving Bement 
with Cerro Gordo’s youth 
league. Cerro Gordo starts 
conditioning camps as ear-
ly as Kindergarten for lots 

of sports, whereas Bement 
does not start until 4th 
grade for most. 

Consolidation was also 
discussed, but both boards 
agreed their districts should 
not consolidate simply due 
to location. Forgeson stated, 
“A lot of their community 
members why are they just 
talking about co-op’s sports, 
why don’t we consolidate?” 

Cerro Gordo Board Sec-
retary Karen Freese ex-
pressed her concern with 
numbers and supplies as 
a reason to consolidate, “I 
just think with resources 
the way they are especially 
teachers, coaches etc...and 
resources that we have it 
would be easier and more 
opportunities for our kids.” 

Jeff Funk stated Bement 
has no desire to do this at 
this time. “I don’t think we 
will consolidate...not at this 
point time...maybe 5 years 
from now.” 

Cerro Gordo Board Presi-
dent Todd Henricks re-
marked that consolidating 
with Argenta Oreana would 
be more in favor with Cerro 
Gordo’s district. 

Bement agreed that for 
them if consolidation were 
to occur, Monticello would 
be more favorable. Neither 
district is looking to consoli-
date with anyone at the mo-
ment.

Both Board Presidents 
will contact their Superin-
tendents and Athletic Direc-
tors to work out some sort 
of plan(s). The plan will be 
discussed tentatively by the 
middle of March of 2019. 
Rodgers stated, “First off 
we will communicate with 
Superintendents and then 
get their blessing. And com-
municate with Athletic Di-
rectors, and then get back 
in touch, and get a meeting 
scheduled in 6 weeks.” 

Denise Strack stated, “If 
it’s going to work, why not? 
No reason why the commu-
nication can’t...all the way 
around.”

Cerro Gordo, Bement School Boards Meet

ute for Martin. Martin will 
be out of town for vacation 
in February. His wife Linda 
Martin was present to voice 
her concerns. She asked if 
the hearing could be done 
virtually, to which it can-
not. “We paid for a condo, it 
is non-refundable, we spent 
thousands of dollars. We 
are not driving back for this 
meeting.”

Village Attorney Susan 
Nicholas stated that she 
has no control over the stat-
ute. “We are bound by the 
open meetings act with the 
electoral board. It does have 
some extensions for some-
one to conduct by phone or 
hospital for illness, but one 
that is very excluded is va-
cation.” Adding, “The inten-
tion of the board (electoral) 
is to rule on the objection 
that has been filed. I have 
no control over who is on the 
board.”

Village President Dennis 
Ridgeway voiced his con-
cerns as well. “We would 
rather the county board or 
state board of elections take 
care of this too.” To which 
Nicholas added, “They 
shifted several public bodies 
over in Cook county several 
years ago, but they didn’t 
shift Municipalities and I 
don’t know why.”

Mrs. Martin expressed 
her concerns over the legal-
ity issue and brought up 
what if Martin were to re-
sign from the village board. 
Even if he were to resign, he 
would still be jurisdiction-
ally required to serve on the 
Electoral Board. 

Mrs. Martin voicing her 
concerns over as to why this 
was even filed stated, “I am 
bitterly disappointed. I ex-
pect this kind of behavior 
from Springfield and Wash-
ington D. C. but in a village 
of 1,500 people.”

Trustee Tim Allen stated 
that the objection was filed 
by him due to time, stating, 
“The basics are in 2018 the 
State of Illinois when run-
ning for municipal office, a 
candidate must file between 
December 10-17. He did not 
file in that time period.”

The electoral board hear-
ing is scheduled for Febru-
ary 4 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Municipal Building in Cerro 
Gordo. Martin is not sched-
uled to leave for vacation 

Cerro Gordo 
Village Board 
meeting


