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Rethink your kitchen layout

Kitchens are the most
popular rooms in many
homes. Even though The
U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics states the average
person spends just 68 min-
utes each weekday con-
suming food, and around
37 minutes preparing
meals, the kitchen is not
just a spot for food. It also
is a gathering place for
conversation, homework
and family time.

In recognition that so
much time is spent in this
heart of the home, many
people are embracing
some of the more popular
trends concerning kitchen
layouts to maximize the
comfort and efficiency of
these rooms.

Communal zones

Unlike the days of yore
when the kitchen was util-
itarian, today’s home floor
plans make kitchens a fo-
cal point of a home. Food
preparation also is no lon-
ger a solitary task. Thanks
to larger kitchen footprints
and multiple zones set up
for meal creation, a great-

er number of people can
hang out in the kitchen
and help with meals. You'll
find multiple sinks, large
islands and more counter
space are key components
of modern kitchen layouts.
Dining nooks

Kitchen designs are
bringing back banquette
seating in a cozy nook.
This design is a practical
use of space, and can fit
in large and small kitch-
ens alike. It also can give
a kitchen a high-end look,
as built-in banquettes can
highlight a bay window or
seem custom-made for the
space. Banquette seating
can fit a number of people
comfortably and provides
a sensible and casual din-
ing spot solution.

Family table

The trend experts at
Southern Living magazine
indicate that formal dining
and living rooms are now
used infrequently. As a re-
sult, kitchens have evolved
to accommodate meal prep
and dining. A large family
table in the center of the

room brings people into
the kitchen to get more in-
volved with food, according
to San Francisco designer
David Kensington.
Counter culture

Taking a page out of a fa-
vorite corner diner or bar,
kitchens are increasingly
outfitted with a large is-
land flanked by chic coun-
ter stools, according to the
design pros at Domino.
Family members can pull
up a stool and grab a quick
snack. It’s also a great
place for friends to engage
in conversation while a
host or hostess prepares
cocktails and appetizers
for an evening soirée.

Work zone

Many families like to
have an area of the kitchen
set up as a tech zone where
kids can do their home-
work and even parents can
do some work, such as pay-
ing bills. Setting aside an
area of counter space as a
small desk area can be a
great idea. Such areas also
help parents keep a watch-
ful eye on children while
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Sales & Service

Glen Schlabach

INVEST IN THE BEST
2 Wheel Tractors

Dozens of Attachments
Best Warranty - All Gear Drive

Power Bar Steering

QWS Casiestto Learn, Easiest to |(Slala\d=IS '

Use Walk Behind Steering

e Complete Lawn Mower Line
21”7 - 72" Residential - Commercial

KOHLER standby Generators |

8- 150 KW
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Specializing In

Commercial & Home

Outdoor Power Equipment
Generators % Mowers x Tillers

399 East Progress St. - Arthur, IL 61911
Ph: (217) 543-3681
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Poly Furniture In Many Sizes Colors & Styles

Vinyl Gazebos and Swing Sets
Wood Gazebos ¢ Arbors ¢ Porch Swings
Outdoor Furniture * Rockers and Gliders

Lighthouses ¢ Bridges ¢ Garden
Ornaments and Outdoor Decorations

We also carry Inspirational Art
Gifts and Home Decor.

// . Outdoor

"~ Furnishings

Located on Rt. 133 In Chesterville
(217) 543-2894
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In recognition that so much time is spent in this heart of the home, many people are
embracing some of the more popular trends concerning kitchen layouts to maximize
the comfort and efficiency of these rooms.

the household, and mod-
ern design trends cater to

1l

a growing need for a multi-
purpose space.

they’re surfing the inter-
net.
Kitchens are the hub of
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5 1/2 miles east of Arthur.
Turn right onto Country Club Rd.,
turn left at 4-way stop sign.
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Mirage offers: Nelson Chupp

¢ Get the charm of textured hardwood floors
¢ The beauty of an ultramatte finish

e Trendy colors

» Hardwood floors with character for an authentic appearance

* Natural richness of wood or a light brushed look
2 1/2 miles west of Arcola.

Turn left onto Country Club Rd.,
turn left at 4-way stop sign.

 Exotic wood from around the world

* Symmetrical patterns

Big Green Egg

The Ultimate Cooking Experience®

Unleash Your
Backyard
Gourmet!

No other outdoor cooker can match the quality
and versatility of a Big Green Egg. Grilling,
Roasting, Baking or Smoking — it truly is

The Ultimate Cooking Experience!®

S & S Heating Lic

341 N. CR 475 E. ¢ Arthur, IL 61911
Voice Mail: (217) 268-4569 ¢ Fax: (217) 268-4568
W. of Arcola on Rt. 133 & N. on the Bourbon Rd.




