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Quality Mulch For Sale
Double-Shredded Aged 

Dyed Hardwood Bark Mulch
$42 per cu. yd. • Landscaper Discounts

We also deliver

Offering a full line of lawn maintenance services
Call for competitive prices!

Green Wave Lawn Care
Charles Yost - 841-1676

Mowing • Landscaping • Lawn Aeration • Weed Control 
 Fertilization • Lawn Rolling • Bush Trimming 

Mulching • Leaf Cleanup • Snow Removal
Licensed & Insured

Compacted soil can have 
a dramatic effect on grass. 
Compacted soil blocks oxy-
gen, water and nutrients 
from reaching the root sys-
tems of the turf. That cre-
ates a lawn with weak roots, 
which make grass more 
vulnerable to disease and 
compromising its ability to 
withstand harsh weather, 
such as summer heat.

The buildup of thatch, 
which is a matted layer of 
grass clippings and other 
organic debris that collects 
on the top of the soil, is one 
indicator that a lawn could 
benefit from aeration, a pro-

cess in which the surface of 
the lawn is perforated to 
break up compacted soil 
and allow oxygen, water 
and nutrients to reach root 
systems. Other signs that 
aeration may be necessary 
include patches of thin 
grass, brown spots and a 
high concentration of clay 
in the soil.

When faced with a lawn 
that could benefit from 
aeration, homeowners may 
wonder if such as task lends 
itself to DIY or if it’s best 
left to professional land-
scapers. Aerating a lawn is 
not always easy, and typi-
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How lawns benefit 
from aeration

cally it involves the use of 
one of three types of aera-
tors:

· Core aerator: A core 
aerator uses hollow tines to 
pull plugs of soil from the 
lawn. The plugs are left on 
the surface of the lawn. Ho-
meowners can pick up the 
plugs or, according to the 
grass seed experts at Pen-
nington, even leave them in 
the yard and allow them to 
break down.

· Spike aerator: The ex-
perts at Pennington note 
that spike aerators employ 
solid, spike-like tines to 
poke holes in the soil. These 
aerators leave the spikes in 
the soil. Some people wear 
spiked aeration shoes while 
walking around the yard to 
mimic the effects of spike 
aerators.

· Slicing aerator: Accord-
ing to Pennington, slicing 
aerators employ rotating 
blades that slice through 
thatch and down into the 
soil. These aerators leave 
the soil in the ground.

Aerators can be operated 
manually, though profes-
sionals tend to use motor-
ized aerators. The ma-
chines are often heavy, so 
homeowners should consid-
er their health and physical 
ability before deciding to 
aerate on their own. Hiring 
a professional landscaper 
who has experience aerat-
ing may the quickest and 
most effective way to re-
store a lawn to full health.

Spring cleaning is a ritu-
al in many homes, though 
some might be forgetting 
to address an area of their 
homes that can be especial-
ly vulnerable to insect infes-
tations. 

According to PestWorld.
org, kitchen cabinets and 
pantries used to store spices 
and baking items, such as 
flour, can make for inviting 
hideouts for various types of 
pests. 

These unwelcome guests 
include beetles, Indian meal 
moths and ants. 

To remedy this issue or 
prevent insects from be-
coming an issue, discard 
stale spices or dated baking 
items. 

Did you know?
Once such items have 

been removed from the 
cabinets and pantry and 
discarded, wipe down the 
interior of the spaces before 
installing fresh shelf paper. 

If the critters didn’t make 
their presence known in the 
cabinets, that doesn’t mean 
they haven’t made your 
kitchen home over the win-
ter.

Some might have opted to 
spend their winters behind 
appliances, including the 
stove and the refrigerator. 

As a result, it’s best to 
pull these appliances off the 
wall each spring, sweep-
ing or vacuuming the dust 
and crumbs you find before 
mopping the floors.


