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When it can be smart
to hire a painting pro

Few things can revitalize
a home more readily than a
fresh coat of paint.

Thanks in part to the af-
fordability of paint and its
ease of application, paint-
ing is something that even
novice DIYers can typi-
cally handle. According to
the marketing advice guru
Brandon Gaille, it is es-
timated that residential
interior paint only lasts
around three years before it
needs to be updated. Exte-
rior paint can fade, chip and
peel due to various environ-
mental factors. As a result,
many homes can likely use a
fresh coat of paint in at least
one room.

As DIY-friendly as paint-
ing can be, when attempt-
ing to paint the interior or

exterior of their homes, ho-
meowners may learn that
some painting projects are
best left to the profession-
als. Painting requires skill,
patience and a knowledge
of how various paints - in-
cluding finishes for particu-
lar applications - will hold
up. Novice painters may do
more harm than good by
dripping paint on expensive
carpeting or floors or fail to
recognize the nuances that
indicate a spot-on painting
job.

Professional painters have
spent hours upon hours
learning the ropes of what
works - and what does not.
Painters often understand
that painstaking preparato-
ry work is crucial to getting
pristine finished results.

Restore rusty tools

Many people may be
tempted to discard rusty
tools that have gone unused
and sat in a garage or shed
for a significant period of
time.

But tools encrusted with
rust do not need to be rel-
egated to the trash bin, nor
do gardeners have to toil for
hours scraping and sanding
off the rust.

There’s a much easier way
to restore rusty tools that
relies on a common house-
hold ingredient: vinegar.

Pour vinegar into a deep

enough vessel to submerge
the metal part of the tool.
Soak the tool overnight.

The next day, use a scour-
ing pad to rub off the rust.

If the tool is too big to fit
into a can or bucket, sim-
ply wrap it with a vinegar-
soaked rag and cover the
whole tool with a tightly se-
cured plastic bag.

Follow the same proce-
dure the next day. After all
the rust is gone, rinse the
tool in cool water and dry
thoroughly. Then return it
to regular usage.
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Walls and ceilings must be
properly repaired and pre-
pared even before a base
coat 1s applied.

Professional painters also
have an eye for details. And
because professional paint-
ers make a business out of
doing interior and exterior
surfaces, they understand
which techniques can im-
prove efficiency. That means
a professional job can typi-
cally be completed much
more quickly than a DIY
project.

Even though some people
think they’ll save money by
painting their own homes,
that’s not necessarily true.
Professionals already have
all the equipment neces-
sary, unlike novices who
may need to make repeated
and potentially costly trips
to the hardware store for
supplies. Plus, if mistakes
happen, DIYers have to
spend additional time and
money fixing them.

Safety can be a large mo-
tivator for turning painting
over to a pro. Navigating ex-
terior areas or tall interior
ceilings can be challenging
and may require scaffolding
or tall ladders DIYers do not
have. Risk of falls or other
injuries increase with lack
of experience.

Painting can give a home a
facelift, and oftentimes it is
smart to turn the work over
to professionals to ensure
the job is done just right.

A

Exterior paint can fade, chip and peel due to various environmental factors. As a result,

many homes can likely use a fresh coat of paint in at least one room.
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Prevent pests before they enter your home!
< )Ve have several programs to fit your
R
/" Don’t wait until the infestation occurs.
“An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”
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