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Newly-elected Democra-
tic Gov. J.B. Pritzker comes
into office with supermajori-
ties in both chambers of the
101st General Assembly,
which began in earnest Tues-
day.

Pritzker promises to
deliver on a progressive leg-
islative agenda that stands in
stark contrast with that of his
Republican predecessor,
former Gov. Bruce Rauner.

Meanwhile, legislative
leaders from both parties said
they look forward to a new
era in state government and a
departure from the partisan
acrimony that characterized
the past four years, which led
to a historic two-year budget
stalemate.

Here’s a look at some of
the issues that will likely
dominate discussion during
upcoming sessions, and what
Pritzker and legislative lead-
ers have said about them.
Gov. Pritzker

Illinois’ new governor
said the legalization, regula-
tion and taxation of recre-
ational cannabis will be one
of his first majority legisla-
tive efforts, to be accompa-
nied by criminal justice
reforms for convicted mari-
juana offenders in the state.
Coupled with an expansion
of gambling and the possibil-
ity of legalized sports gam-
bling, these initiatives could
become new sources of rev-
enue.

Another could be an
overhaul of the state’s
income tax structure.
Although Pritzker has never
publicly given specifics for
his plan, he has indicated a
longer-term policy goal to be
move Illinois to a graduated
income tax rate, which goes
up as income grows.

The governor has no
formal role in this process.
Instead, it would require an
amendment to the state con-
stitution. For that to be suc-

cessful, three-fifths of law-
makers from both chambers
— 36 in the Senate and 71 in
the House — would have to
place the measure on a ballot.
It would then need to gain the
approval of 60 percent of
voters.

Pritzker noted this would
likely not happen until the
2020 presidential election.

Illinois’ railways, roads,
bridges, freshwater arteries
and other transportation
infrastructure will also be
rehabilitated, the governor
said, if his plans for a capital
bill are successful. He addi-
tionally noted the need to
overhaul the state’s informa-
tion systems, and spoke of
delivering high-speed broad-
band internet coverage to
“everyone, in every corner of
Illinois” in his inaugural
address.

In the same speech to
voters, Pritzker said “our
obligations as a state out-
match our resources,” yet he
promised to introduce and
pass a balanced budget which
accounts for his new pro-
grams without putting the
burden on “the starving, the
sick and the suffering.”

He also said working
men and women “deserve a
$15 minimum wage,” which
the Senate Labor Committee
plans to discuss at a Wednes-
day hearing. Rauner vetoed a
similar bill last year that
would have raised the mini-
mum wage from $8.25 to $15
by 2022.

Last week, Pritzker
signed an order to make Illi-
nois the 18th state to become

part of the U.S. Climate
Alliance, a bipartisan group
committed to abiding by the
terms of the Paris Climate
Agreement. Pritzker said
there will be ongoing discus-
sions about regulation and
rate structures regarding
energy producers, and said
the state will see a “gradual
evolution” when it comes to
environmental justice.
Democratic Caucus

The General Assembly’s
Democratic leadership said
they understand the realities
of Illinois’ fiscal position.
House Speaker Michael
Madigan said the state has “a
debt load that is far too high”
and a “significant budget
imbalance” during a speech
he made at the House inaugu-
ration ceremony Jan. 9. 

Senate President John
Cullerton said the two-year
budget impasse “threatened
the very fabric of our state”

during his speech at the
Senate’s inauguration cere-
mony the same day.

But before either cham-
ber can begin work to
address that issue, or tackle
the myriad others both lead-
ers said are on deck this ses-
sion, Madigan and Cullerton
said lawmakers and Pritzker
must take one lesson from
the previous administration
— Illinoisans are tired of par-
tisan fighting and lack of
action on the part of politi-
cians.

“The people back home
have no tolerance for impass-
es and infighting,” Cullerton
said. 

Both leaders agreed Illi-
nois’ transportation infra-
structure needs state invest-
ment — commuter trains are
dated and the roadways used
for daily commute need
work. Cullerton harkened
back to a construction pro-
gram enacted a decade ago
that “invest[ed] in the people,
employers and systems that
make Illinois great” and
called for the creation of
another such program.

Training Illinois’ work-
force for jobs in the health
care, transportation and other
trade industries was the
Senate president’s other main
initiative. Cullerton said
teaching skill sets employers
want with basic skills

employees need will both
increase the quality of the
state’s workforce and attract
businesses. 

Cullerton also called for
raising Illinois’ minimum
wage. 

“I think the employers of
this state value their workers
just as much as workers
value their jobs,” he said.
“And we want both to suc-
ceed.”
Republican Caucus

For the Illinois GOP, the
next two years present a
unique challenge. After
losing five seats in the
House, and three in the
Senate, during the 2018 elec-
tions, they now find them-
selves in a superminority in
both chambers and out of
power in the governor’s
office.

But with hopes of a new
era of bipartisanship in the
Statehouse, Republicans still
hope they can remain rele-
vant and have a voice in the
shaping of future legislation,
especially when it comes to
crafting a state budget and
making any major changes to
the state’s income tax system.

Rep. Jim Durkin of West-
ern Springs and Sen. Bill
Brady of Bloomington are
returning in their roles as the
House and Senate minority
leaders. Both have said they
want to push for more fiscal

restraint, pension reforms
and a balanced state budget.
They also plan to oppose any
shift toward a graduated
income tax structure that
would impose higher tax
rates on upper incomes.

One of the first issues
Republicans hope to put on
the agenda, however, is elec-
tion reform, and specifically
the drawing of state legisla-
tive and congressional dis-
trict maps following the 2020
census.

Earlier this month, the
entire House Republican
caucus introduced what they
are calling a “Fair Maps
Amendment,” a proposed
constitutional amendment
that would hand over the
highly-politicized task of
redistricting to an independ-
ent bipartisan commission.

“Governor Pritzker has
urged the Legislature to
create an independent com-
mission to draw legislative
maps, so House Republicans
are proposing to do just that,”
Durkin said in a statement
announcing the proposal.

Like Pritzker’s income
tax proposal, a change to how
legislative maps are drawn
would require three-fifths
votes from both chambers
and a 60 percent approval
from voters.
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Push for progressive agenda ahead for new governor, Legislature

LyondellBasell the oper-
ator of the Tuscola Plant has
been named to Fortune Mag-
azine's 2019 list of the
"World's Most Admired
Companies.” This is the
second consecutive year that
LyondellBasell earned this
distinction and was ranked
4th in the chemical industry.
Being included on this list is
considered prestigious in
terms of our corporate reputa-
tion. 

“We owe this honor to
our dedicated employees who
operate with excellence and
relentless focus every day,”
said Aaron McKee, site man-
ager of the Tuscola Plant.
“I’m proud to work with such
a wonderful group of people
who help deliver solid per-
formance and are deeply
invested in our community.”

The list identifies the
world’s most respected com-
panies, as ranked by peers,
board members and financial
advisors on the company’s
performance in nine key
areas - the ability to attract
and retain talent, the quality
of management, social
responsibility, innovation,
quality of products and serv-
ices, use of corporate assets,
financial soundness, long-
term investment value and
global competitiveness. 

In 2018, LyondellBasell: 

• improved on its indus-
try-leading safety record;

• invested in the future by
acquiring A. Schulman Inc.,
doubling its compounding
business opening new end
markets, and creating a plat-
form for future growth break-
ing ground on the world’s
largest Propylene Oxide/Ter-
tiary Butyl Alcohol plant in
Texas, advancing its innova-
tive solutions through the
construction of the world’s
first Hyperzone Polyethylene
(PE) plant in Texas;

• advanced sustainability
and the circular economy
through a first-ever plastics
recycling partnership
between a waste management
company (Suez) and plastics
producer (LyondellBasell);
and, 

• played a leadership role
in founding the global, cross-
value chain Alliance to End
Plastic Waste. 

“As we begin 2019, we
remain committed to provid-
ing high quality products and
services to our customers,
while advancing important
initiatives like the newly
formed Alliance to End Plas-
tic Waste and the commis-
sioning of the world's first
Hyperzone PE plant,” said
Bob Patel, CEO of Lyondell-
Basell. 

Tuscola plant parent
Lyondell: ‘World’s Most
Admired Companies’
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