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EDITORIAL

WISE AND
OTHERWISFE

By Kent A. Stock

Holding It All Together

by Amy McCollom

BEWARE THE BLUE PIG

I dug this up from the ar-
chives much like I dig blue
pig out every now and then
for the dog.

Some folks say they are
“dog people” others refer to
themselves as “cat people”
but my family has always
been a little bit of both. I think
the preference lies with the
pooches but the kitties have
always been around too.
Such is the case now at Casa
de Stock with an eighteen
year old, possibly insane, cat
and a very cute dog who is
half her age..

Of course, you have to keep
your pets entertained so you
buy toys and other fun stuff
for them. This has been a
waste of money on the cat
as she seems to have a cat
version of attention deficit
disorder. The little plastic
balls with the bells in them
held her interest for about 30
seconds.

Every cat we've had before
as loved to find a catnip toy
in their stocking on Christmas
Day (and don't try to tell me
that many of you don’t hang
up stockings for your pet —
just own up to it now). Not
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current kitty, Miss Emmy, she
just said “no.” Nancy Reagan
would be proud.

The cat’s favorite toy ac-
tually is the dog. The dog,
Payton, is happy with this
arrangement but then of
course she is happy with
almost anything that goes
on. However, unlike the
cat, she does demand much
more attention and things to
keep her amused because no
one seems to want to pay me
to play with my dog 24/7.
Although that was my major
at the University of Illinois. ..
just kidding I studied feline
attention deficit disorder.

Now my last dog Madison,
a full-size Collie, was content
with tennis balls. Lots and
lots of tennis balls which she
would chase forever. Payton
demands a more eclectic col-
lection of bones, pull toys,
balls and chewy things. I
know the dog is part Shi-Tzu
and Schnauzer however I
think she is also part Tasma-
nian devil.

You’ve seen the Bugs Bun-
ny cartoons where Taz whirls
through the forest eating ev-
erything in sight. That would
be my dog. The best thing
is she knows the difference
between a toy and say my
grandparents antique cherry
wood table and chairs. We
learned that lesson quickly,
thank goodness.

Since she is to pet toys
what Cujo was to people in
Stephen King’s horror novel,
I am always on the lookout
for something I think she will
like and not destroy within
five minutes. This is how
blue pig came into our lives.
Cont. on pg. 8

The Dangers Of Arrogance

I recently received an email
that had one sentence in it
that set off a brain spark.
The sentence was, “Absolute
certainty is arrogance.” That
sent me spiraling down a
rabbit hole, exploring that
thought.

Just Googling that sen-
tence brought up a lot of
results. First, there were lots
of definitions from a bunch
of dictionaries. Then there
were blogs and articles; some
of those were very deep logi-
cally while others were more
reader-friendly and interest-
ing. I followed lots of links
to different pages, scholarly
writings, blog pages, univer-
sity research logs, and book
excerpts. I read a lot of stuff
about it, I really did. It in-
trigued me.

During my research, an
article stood out to me that
said everything I had been
thinking for years. The author
is Professor Friedman, Ph.D
from Murray Koppelman
School of Business, Brooklyn
College of the City University
of New York, and the article
is entitled, “The Dangers Of
Over Confidance And Ab-
solute Certainty In The Age
Of Post-Truth, Junk Science,
And Arrogance.” Fried-
man, Hershey (2017). SSRN
Electronic Journal. 10.2139/
ssrn.3014352. I encourage
you to look it up for yourself
when you get a chance.

The first sentence of the
article grabbed me. “A ma-
jor threat to the success of a
society or organization is the
feeling of certainty. “ Did I
read thatright? I'read itagain.
Ah, I got. The Roman Empire,

Bernie Maddoff, the Delorean,
my uncle and the silver mine
he just knew was in New
Mexico, the boy who sold his
donkey for a bag of magic
beans. Be careful who you
are trusting, I don’t care how
smart they tell you they are.
Nobody knows everything.

But, there are a lot of those
out there. People who know
everything. Their favorite
phrase is, “Now, I refuse to
believe that!” Once they say
that, you can add them to
your personal list of Hard
Heads that you know. They
are so sure of their own opin-
ions that there is no room for
any negotiating. Dr. Fried-
man said, “ People who have
too much confidence in their
opinions may actually have a
mental flaw that can be dan-
gerous.”

With the information age
booming, and doubling in
content on the internet every
6 months, it has become ex-
tremely hard to tell fact from
fiction. For this reason, col-
leges all over the country are
planning to introduce courses
to their students on the topic
of learning how to know the
difference between fiction and
fact, and junk and real science.

Over-confidence is when
a person believes he knows
more than he really does, and
that his opinions are all facts.
Most politicians possess this
trait, as the general public
interprets this as a strong
leader on the campaign trail.
In the day-to-day life, though,
these people are obnoxious,
stubborn, argumentative, not
interested in anyone’s ideas
but their own, and are not
good at following rules that
they do not feel are neces-
sary. Basically this type of

person, with over-confidence
and absolute certainty is an
arrogant jerk.

Can you help a person like
that change? The problem is
once people form an opinion,
they form a systemic bias and
can become blind to anything
else, even when presented
proof of the truth.

Dr. Friedman points out, “It
is very difficult to use truth to
enlighten people, butit can be
done. One  Cont.on pg. 8
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O.E. Schrock Builders & Remodelers
The key to better living since 1966

1011 E. Columbia ¢ Arthur, Illinois
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www.oeschrock.com
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¥ FIRST UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
1 South Pine Street,

Villa Grove, Illinois
Wheelchair Accessible
Where Lives are Changed!
Pastor Jerry L. Conner
Church 832-7071
Residence 832-8577
Sunday School—10:00 a.m.
Worship Service—10:00 a.m
Evening Evangelistic
Service—6:30 p.m.
Monday
Ist one of each month
Ladies Auxiliary, 7:00 p.m.
Monday —Friday
Ladies Prayer Group—9:00 a.m.
Tuesday
Youth Service—7:00-8:00 p.m.
Thursday
Bible Study —7:30 p.m.
Free Home Bible Study
We welcome you to worship with
us in all of our services
VICTORY CHURCH
100 E. Second St ® Camargo,
Ilinois 61919
Pastor—Duane Piercy
Church 832-8398,
Email
info@victorychurch life
Web Page: victorychurch life
Find us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram
Service Times
Sunday
Adult Sunday School —
9-9:45 a.m.

Soul Cafe- 9am-9:45
Worship & Service—10:00 a.m.
RUSH Youth Group
Ist & 3rd Sunday 5-7pm
Celebrate Recovery
7:15pm
Wednesday
Men's & Women's Bible
Study-6:30-8 p.m.
Thursday
Prayer Group—6:00-7:00 p.m.
Worship Team 7:00-8:00 p.m.
American Sign Language Avail-
able » Wheelchair accessible ¢
Nursery Care ¢ Sports Ministries
* Motorcycle Ministry

LIVING HOPE
FELLOWSHIP
(An Independent New Testament
Church)

South of Villa Grove on Rt. 130
Pastor Randy Walters
Phone: 217-218-9001

Elder — Pete Lake, 832-2400
Sunday Worship Service—

10 a.m.
Communion is observed
each week.
Children’s Church:
pre-school through fourth grade
For transportation to any service
call: 217-218-3217
Church facility is
wheelchair accessible
“Room for everyone. Enough
love to go around.”
VILLA GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
“Growing Closer to the Heart of God”
302 Second St., Villa Grove
Pastor—Rev. Sandi Hire
Church 832-3971
Summer Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9am - noon
Email: secretary.vgumc@yahoo.com
Website: www.vgumcweb.org
Find us on Facebook for upcoming events
Sunday
9:15 am Sunday School
For All Ages
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Child care available during
Worship
Open Communion first Sunday
of each month
Walkers are welcome Monday-
Friday during office hours in the
Henson New Life Center
Quilters- contact the office for
opportunities to join our quilters
Join us for Lent starting with
Jazz Sunday, March 3, 10:30 am;
Ash Wednesday Services,
March 6, 7:00 PM
Palm Sunday,

April 14, 10:30 am
Holy Thursday,

April 18, 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday,

April 21, 10:30 am

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

701 N. Sycamore Street Villa Grove

e-mail:fccvgmin@frontier.com
Morning Worship—9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Celebration

Cecile Cassida & Seth Shunk
Sunday School—10:45 a.m.
Jumior HighYouth Group (Grades 6-8)

High School Youth Group(Grades 9-12)
Ist & 3rd Sundays, 6-7:30pm
Youth Group Leader: Brenda Logan
Nursery care at all services.
Open Communion offered each Sunday

P.O. Box 122, Camargo, IL 61919

e-mail: umccamargo@ gmail.com

Traditional Worship - 9:15 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 10:30
"Come just as you are to worship"
Open Communion first Sunday

208 N. Pine Stret, Villa Grove
Pastor -Rev. Aloy Ndeanaefo

Hours: M-F 8:30am-1:30pm
Email: villagrove hume@gmail.com
website: sacredheartandstmichael.com

Sunday @ St. Michaels in Hume

Wed Eve 1st - 8th grade 6:30 - 7:20

“Come Rejoice With Us”

Phone (217) 832-5231
Fax (217) 832-9348
website: www.fccvg.com
e-mail: fccvg@frontier.com
Minister —Mike Zylstra

9:30a.m.
Age 4-5th Grade
Sunday Morning
Celebration Leaders:

Ist & 3rd Sunday 5-6pm

CAMARGO UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
103 E. Main Street

Church—832-9388

Office Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Pastor - Lenny Summar

of each month
Prayer Group - Meets after
Sunday Service

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Office: 832-8352

Mass Times: Saturday: 4pm
Sunday 10:00am

8:00am
PSR:

and 9th - 12th 7:30 - 8:30 pm.
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Heating * AL
Plumhbing
LLLC

217-599-1046

Locally
& Veteran

122 W. Sale St.
Tuscola, I1.

INSURANCE

4/ PEKIN

INSURANCE
The Hillard Agency
217-832-2411
9 N. Main St.
Villa Grove

Lon Tay- Owner

Lon.Tay @hillardagency.com
Betsy Orwick- Insurance Specialist
Betsy.Orwick @hillardagency.com

Business and Professional

DIRECTORY

The following Business and Professional People
are ready to serve you. Call for their services.

DEADLINES

Classified-
Friday @ 2
News-
Friday @ 2
Ads-
Friday @ 2

THIS COULD BE YOUR AD!
ADBVERTISE IN THE VG NEWS
AND THE SCC TOPAY

NEYSPAPERS

& Reach up to 5000 eustomess
Call Jamie
AT THE VG NEWS OFFICE
832-4201 or
email - vgads@mediacombb.net
for more information on
AFFORDABLE ADVERTISING

EYE CARE

CHITTICK
FAMILY
EYE CARE

* Adult & Pediatric Eye Care

* Contact Lenses

¢ Custom Vision Correction

* Digital Retinal Exam

* Glaucoma detection & management
10 West Adams ¢ Villa Grove, IL 61956
Office: 832-2111 Hours: Mon - Fri 8 - 5

Medicare assignments accepted/Health Alliance Provider

PRINT

VETERINARY SERVICES

Villa Grove News
5-7S. Main Street,
Villa Grove, IL
Phone: 832-4201

All your print job needs:
Business Cards

Raffle Tickets
Envelopes
Copies and Faxes
and more

Four Counties Mobile
Veterinary Services

Kathleen M. Mcmanamon, DVM

House and Farm Calls
Small Animal and Equine

Hours:
Monday-Friday, Noon-8 p.m.
Saturday, By Appointment

Phone: (217) 834-3472




