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WISE AND
OTHERWISE

By Kent A. Stock

The Bracketologist is in the
house

March Madness is a disease
that afflicts tens of millions
of Americans each year even
if they have had only casual
or no exposure to basketball.
Much like the World Series,
the Super Bowl and this writ-
er’s birthday people are swept
up in the fever. Symptoms
include downloading phone
apps to stay on top of that big
game between underdog St.
Whereareyouevenlocated and
top seed University of Tall-
FastPeople, random scream-
ing and crying in the office
when you are supposed to be
working along with calling in
sick to work (remember not
to scream “that was clearly
a foul” when talking to your
boss). The only cure is fill-
ing out something called a
bracket.

Any other time of the year
you hear the word bracket you
might think of the hardware
store but not in March, baby.
It is basketball season and
it is finals time. It combines
some of American’s favorite
things: downtime (wasting
time), friendly competition
(winning) and team building
(gambling). Tjust want you to
know I am here as a resource
for your “brackets cure” as are
around 300 million others.

First, many of you will
spend countless hours (wast-
ing time) analyzing your
picks. Don’t. Just go with
your “gut” instinct. Because
many times you will find out
after the national champion-
ship game is played your
pool was won by the girl in
the office who picked the
winners because the players
were cute and /or their coach
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was “hot”. OR, the guy who
lives alone that let his cats
Mr. Fluffy and Miss Snowball
pick out the winning teams
based on where the hairballs
landed on the bracket. OR,
the person who complained
constantly about being forced
to participate in this “mind-
less exercise” but then jumps
on their desk with a big foam
finger and face painted with
the national champs school
colors chanting “I'm number
one” when the time comes to
collect their prize money.

Second, don’t listen to the
experts (except me) because
they have a record consistent
with astrologists and folks on
the weather channel...not so
good. They will assure you
that the Fighting Potatoes of
West Whatchamacallit are
going all the way only to be
defeated in the first round by
the Mighty Sea Shells of the
Eastern Institute of Quantum
Physics and Cosmetology.
They will be the ones who
deny, after the fact, they ever
said that Whatsatextbook
Tech was the clear choice to
win it all and they never said
(despite recorded evidence to
the contrary) they would not
pick South Welovethebeach
University because they did
not like their coach, assistant
coach, trainer, water girl and /
or ball boy.

Honestly, I always fill out
several different brackets us-
ing wise and otherwise meth-
ods. Speaking of which, I need
to go find the dog and cat to
see how we are doing with
their, er, my brackets. So, hope
you filled out those brackets
as a cure for the madness of
March. Remember to be wise
because we are all just doing
this for fun. Unless I win then
I'have the face paint and foam
finger ready! “I'm number
ONE!”

Holding It All Together

by Amy McCollom I

My Amazing Dog

Do you have a dog? If so,
can your dog do any tricks?
Oh, there are the usual good
tricks; sit and roll over and
speak and stay. Then there
are really good tricks like:
walking on their back legs,
balancing objects on their
heads or noses, barking the
answer to math questions,
falling over and playing dead
when you shoot them with
your finger and say bang;
stuff like that. But then there
are the amazing things some
dogs can do. If you have one
of “those” dogs, you almost
don’t believe your eyes, and
you probably keep it to your-
self.

My dog Paisley is a really
good dog. She knows some
good tricks, and is lots of
fun for my husband when
he is feeling ornery; he will
yell loudly, “Come IN!,” and
Paisley will start barking furi-
ously and spinning in circles
by the front door. There
really is no one at the door,
my husband just thinks it is
hilarious. Butheisn’t the one
here the next day when I have
to desensitize Paisley to every
tiny sound that sends her into
a barking frenzy.

Paisley, if you do not al-
ready know, is an American
Hairless Terrier. She is totally
hairless. No top knot like
a Chinese Crested. No hair
running down her spine. No
hair, anywhere, nothing, zip,
nada. To some people, that
is weird. My sister asked
me, “So what do you pet?”
Well, besides her wearing
clothes all the time to keep
her warm, I basically pet her
like I would any other dog; I
rub her head, rub her back,
give her a light scratch near
her tail and hips. Mostly,
she just likes to be held or sit
really close to me. She loves

back massages. AndIalways
share my blanket with her.
We are best buds.

When someone in the house
is sick, she never leaves their
side. If we go anywhere, she
is so happy to see us return
that she literally does back-
flips when we get home. I
would have to say that Pais-
ley is more human than a lot
of people I know.

The most amazing thing
that I have discovered about
Paisley, though, is that she
can teleport. You know, like
on Star Trek. Move from one
spot to another instantly.
Now before you call the men
in the white suits with the
net, let me explain a couple
of things.

Here is what happens:
Whenever I try to go into
another room of our house
without the dog, I try my best
to sneak in, and shut the door
quietly. I turn around, and
THERE SHE IS! It blows my
mind! How did she beat me
into the room?! Ijust saw her
on the couch!

The first time this hap-
pened, I quickly openened
the door and looked on the
couch to see if there were 2
dogs like her in the house.
Nope. Wouldn’tIhave heard
her toenails clicking on the
hardwood floors? Wouldn't
I have felt her brush past
me? She’s a20lb. dog with a

whip-like tail. When she flops
down on the couch next to
me, you feel impact tremors. I
didn’t know whether I should
scream, cry, pray, cheer, or
call National Geographic, the
National Guard, our pastor,
or the local news station. I
checked my sanity status; did
I really just see that? Yes, yes
I did. Go take a Tylenol. It’s
probably a one-time thing.

But then again and again I
noticed Paisley popping up
every time I closed a door. I
even tried the closet. Yep, she
beat me in there. Even when
I am looking right at her, and
squeeze myself into the room,
barely opening the door atall,
poof! ITturn around and there
she is. I practically kept my
eyes on her the entire time I
was closing the door! Ibarely
got my foot in the door with-
out smashing it; how did she
get her whole muscular 20 Ib.
self not only through the door
without me seeing or feeling
it, but onto my bed with her
toy in her mouth?!!

I'm not seeing things, it’s
not a mirage, she doesn’t
have a stunt double, and as
far as I can tell I am not being
filmed for a stupid “reality-
jokes on you- T.V. show.”
This incident has happened
too many times to just be a
coincidence. The only ex-
planation that I can think of
is that she is teleporting to
whatever room that I am in.

It has taken me a little while
to decide how I feel about
having a teleporting dog; but
I'm ok with it now. Paisley
is a very good dog. She goes
out to potty, lets us know
when someone is at the door,
and loves us uncondition-
ally. And just maybe, she is
downright amazing too. She
teleports, I play the drums;
we all have talents. Icanlive
with that.
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¥ FIRST UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
1 South Pine Street,

Villa Grove, Illinois
Wheelchair Accessible
Where Lives are Changed!
Pastor Jerry L. Conner
Church 832-7071
Residence 832-8577
Sunday School—10:00 a.m.
Worship Service—10:00 a.m
Evening Evangelistic
Service—6:30 p.m.
Monday
Ist one of each month
Ladies Auxiliary, 7:00 p.m.
Monday —Friday
Ladies Prayer Group—9:00 a.m.
Tuesday
Youth Service—7:00-8:00 p.m.
Thursday
Bible Study —7:30 p.m.
Free Home Bible Study
We welcome you to worship with
us in all of our services
VICTORY CHURCH
100 E. Second St ® Camargo,
Ilinois 61919
Pastor—Duane Piercy
Church 832-8398,
Email
info@victorychurch life
Web Page: victorychurch life
Find us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram
Service Times
Sunday
Adult Sunday School —
9-9:45 a.m.

Soul Cafe- 9am-9:45
Worship & Service—10:00 a.m.
RUSH Youth Group
Ist & 3rd Sunday 5-7pm
Celebrate Recovery
7:15pm
Wednesday
Men's & Women's Bible
Study-6:30-8 p.m.
Thursday
Prayer Group—6:00-7:00 p.m.
Worship Team 7:00-8:00 p.m.
American Sign Language Avail-
able » Wheelchair accessible ¢
Nursery Care ¢ Sports Ministries
* Motorcycle Ministry

LIVING HOPE
FELLOWSHIP
(An Independent New Testament
Church)

South of Villa Grove on Rt. 130
Pastor Randy Walters
Phone: 217-218-9001

Elder — Pete Lake, 832-2400
Sunday Worship Service—

10 a.m.
Communion is observed
each week.
Children’s Church:
pre-school through fourth grade
For transportation to any service
call: 217-218-3217
Church facility is
wheelchair accessible
“Room for everyone. Enough
love to go around.”
VILLA GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
“Growing Closer to the Heart of God”
302 Second St., Villa Grove
Pastor—Rev. Sandi Hire
Church 832-3971
Summer Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9am - noon

Email: secretary.vgumc@yahoo.com

Website: www.vgumcweb.org
Find us on Facebook for upcoming events
Sunday
9:15 am Sunday School
For All Ages
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Child care available during
Worship
Open Communion first Sunday
of each month
Walkers are welcome Monday-
Friday during office hours in the
Henson New Life Center
Quilters- contact the office for
opportunities to join our quilters
Join us for Lent starting with
Jazz Sunday, March 3, 10:30 am;
Ash Wednesday Services,
March 6, 7:00 PM
Palm Sunday,

April 14, 10:30 am
Holy Thursday,

April 18, 7:00 pm
Good Friday Service
April 19, NOON
Easter Sunday,

April 21, 10:30 am

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
“Come Rejoice With Us”
701 N. Sycamore Street Villa Grove
Phone (217) 832-5231
Fax (217) 832-9348
website: www.fccvg.com
e-mail: fccvg@frontier.com
Minister —Mike Zylstra
e-mail :fccvgmin@frontier.com
Morning Worship—9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Celebration
9:30a.m.

Age 4-5th Grade
Sunday Morning
Celebration Leaders:
Cecile Cassida & Seth Shunk
Sunday School—10:45 a.m.
Junior HighYouth Group (Grades 6-8)
Ist & 3rd Sunday 5-6pm
High School Youth Group(Grades 9-12)
Ist & 3rd Sundays, 6-7:30pm
Youth Group Leader: Brenda Logan
Nursery care at all services.
Open Communion offered each Sunday

CAMARGO UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
103 E. Main Street
P.O. Box 122, Camargo, IL 61919
Church—832-9388
e-mail: umccamargo@gmail.com
Office Hours:

Tuesday and Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Pastor - Lenny Summar
Traditional Worship - 9:15 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 10:30
"Come just as you are to worship"
Open Communion first Sunday
of each month
Prayer Group - Meets after
Sunday Service

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH
208 N. Pine Stret, Villa Grove
Pastor -Rev. Aloy Ndeanaefo
Office: 832-8352
Hours: M-F 8:30am-1:30pm
Email: villagrove hume@gmail.com
website: sacredheartandstmichael.com
Mass Times: Saturday: 4pm
Sunday 10:00am
Sunday @ St. Michaels in Hume

8:00am
PSR:
Wed Eve 1st - 8th grade 6:30 -

oK

and 9th - 12th 7:30 - 8:30:1?2@

eBattery Sales

Hearing Aid Service

..MEANS BETTER HEARING FOR YOU

Homer Community Building
500 E. Second St., Homer, Illinois

Wed., April 3, from 8 - 9 a.m.

eFree Electronic Hearing Test
eFree Cleaning on ALL Makes and Models

*In Home Service on Request

BELTONE
HEARING AID SERVICE

816 N. Country Fair Dr, Champaign, IL 61821 * 359-3331 * M-F 8-4

Plumbing
LLC

Heating * AL

217-599-1046

Locally
& Veteran

122 W. Sale St.
Tuscola, I1.

Business and Professional

DIRECTORY

The following Business and Professional People
are ready to serve you. Call for their services.

EYE CARE

THIS COULD BE YOUR AP
ADVERTISE (N THE VG NEWS
AND THE SCC TOPAY
NEWSPAPERS

& Reach up to 5000 customzzs
Call Jamie
AT THE VG NEWS OFFICE
832-4201 or
email - vgads@mediacombb.net
for more information on
AFFORDABLE APVERTISING

PRINT

CHITTICK
FAMILY
EYE CARE

* Adult & Pediatric Eye Care

* Contact Lenses

¢ Custom Vision Correction

¢ Digital Retinal Exam

¢ Glaucoma detection & management
10 West Adams ¢ Villa Grove, IL 61956
Office: 832-2111 Hours: Mon - Fri 8 - 5

Medicare assignments accepted/Health Alliance Provider

VETERINARY SERVICES

Villa Grove News
5-7S. Main Street,
Villa Grove, IL
Phone: 832-4201

All your print job needs:
Business Cards
Raffle Tickets
Envelopes
Copies and Faxes
and more

Four Counties Mobile
Veterinary Services

Kathleen M. Mcmanamon, DVM

House and Farm Calls
Small Animal and Equine

Hours:
Monday-Friday, Noon-8 p.m.
Saturday, By Appointment

Phone: (217) 834-3472




