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Villa Grove Peace Meal 
April 15 - April 19
Monday: Beef Stroganoff , Italian Mix Veggies, Tomatoes&Zucchini, Bread, Fruit Juick
Tuesday: Stuff ed Chicken Breast, Potato Casserole, Seasoned Greens, Roll, Spiced Apple Rings
Wednesday: Pork Tenderloin Sandwich, Baked Beans, Midori Veggies, Bun, Pears
Thursday: Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy, Wheat Bread, Seasonal Dessert
Friday: Closed for Good Friday Holiday
For Reservations Call at 832-9445
Skim milk and desserts with no sugar added are available in many locations. Ask the Site 
Supervisor for information. Sometimes we need to substitute our menus. We still guarantee 
a nutritious meal. The Peace Meal Senior Nutrition Program suggests a donation of $3.50 for 
each congregate and home delivered meal. No older person shall be denied a meal because of 
their inability to contribute towards the cost of the meal. We accept Illinois Link Card. 

Menus

Obituaries

Villa Grove School Menu April 15-19

Follow The Light Weekly Whispers

With Jim Balmer

Clarence Painter

1 Peter 4:7-11 Good News Translation (GNT)
Good Managers of God's Gifts 7 The end of all things is near. 

You must be self-controlled and alert, to be able to pray. 8 Above 
everything, love one another earnestly, because love covers 
over many sins. 9 Open your homes to each other without 
complaining. 10 Each one, as a good manager of God's diff er-
ent gifts, must use for the good of others the special gift he has 
received from God. 11 Those who preach must preach God's 
messages; those who serve must serve with the strength that 
God gives them, so that in all things praise may be given to 
God through Jesus Christ, to whom belong glory and power 
forever and ever. Amen.

Incident Report

Letter to the Editor

PHILO — Clarence Painter 
of Philo, formerly of Tuscola, 
passed away surrounded by 
family Thursday (March 28, 
2019) at his daughter’s home 
in Philo.

Clarence was born Jan. 15, 
1931, to David and Agnes 
(Reynolds) Painter, in Sidney.  
He attended Longview High 
School.

He married Anne Eileen 
Hettinger on June 18, 1952, at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 
Pesotum. She preceded him in 
death Dec. 9, 2005. He married 
Clarice Schweighart at Forty 
Martyrs Church, Tuscola, on 
Dec. 22, 2007. She survives.

He is also survived by four 
daughters and a son, Debby 
(Barry) Wagner of Cham-
paign, Kathy Painter of Philo, 
Carolyn (Gary) Mahaffey 
of Monticello, Jane (Dennis) 
Guillory of Lake Charles, La., 
and Mark Painter of Cham-
paign; three grandsons, Brad 
(Mary) Mahaffey of Cham-
paign, Sean (Qiao) Mahaff ey 
of White Heath and Chris Ma-
haff ey of Visalia, Calif.; three 
granddaughters, Miranda 
(Tucker) Barron of St. Joseph, 
Jessica (Beau) Duhon of Lake 
Charles, La., and Bernadette 
Wagner of Surprise, Ariz.; 
five great-grandsons; and 
four great-granddaughters. 
He is also survived by two 
sisters, Helen Wood of Mat-
toon and Judy (Jim) Wells of 
Fairland; six brothers, Harold, 
Gale, Terry and Jerry of Villa 
Grove, Lyle of Newman and 
Dale of Camargo; three step-
daughters, Kathryn (Curt) 
Clapper, Beth (Phil) Fancher 
and Jan (Greg) Hastings; four 
stepgrandchildren, Mitch 
(Jourdan) Clapper, Cole 
Clapper, Aaron Hastings and 
Mindee Smith; two stepgreat-
grandchildren; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.  Beside 
his parents and fi rst wife, Ei-

leen (Hettinger), Clarence was 
preceded in death by a sister, 
Anna Markel.

Clarence was well known 
in the farming community. He 
farmed in the Pesotum area 
in the early 1950s and then 
worked for Verne Reifsteck 
for several years. He worked 
for Champaign County Power 
Equipment and later Birkey’s 
for 36 years. Clarence was 
the go-to guy when it came 
to repairing farm equipment 
and was sometimes the only 
mechanic that several farmers 
would allow to work on their 
equipment. He stayed active 
farming for the last 10 years, 
working with his son-in-law, 
Curt.

He collected Farmall and 
International Harvester toy 
tractors and equipment. His 
hobbies were playing horse-
shoes, euchre and bowling. 
During the winter months, 
he spent his time putting to-
gether large jigsaw puzzles of 
tractors and Christmas scenes.

He was a member of Forty 
Martyrs Catholic Church in 
Tuscola and St. Thomas Cath-
olic Church in Philo.

Memorials may be made to 
St. Thomas Grade School, 311 
E. Madison St., Philo, IL 61864.

Funeral Mass was held 
Wednesday, April 3, 2019, at 
St. Thomas Catholic Church, 
Philo. The Rev. Keith Walder 
offi  ciated. Burial took place 
in Calvary Cemetery, Philo.
Freese Funeral Home, Sidney, 
assisted with arrangements

Well I guess I knew better 
than to think the mayor and 
alderman would fulfi ll their 
obligations. The ordinance 
they made for no trailers, 
campers, etc. to be parked 
on city property should be 
enforced. Its been six months 
now since I got a notice to 
remove my small trailer. The 
mayor promised me there 
would be no exceptions, 
but guess what? There are 
still many large campers, 
trailers and boats parked on 
city property just like mine 
was parked. I’m still paying 
$40.00 a month for storage. 
The local police departments 
job is to enforce the ordinance 

and it’s the mayor’s job to see 
that they do. If the mayor and 
city council are not going to 
enforce the ordinance then 
they should make an amend-
ment to restrict trailers, camp-
ers etc. from within a block 
of downtown, which was 
the problem to begin with. 
Come election time I think the 
people should look long and 
hard for someone who will 
lead the people of this town 
in the right direction, that is 
thinking of the people instead 
of making hasty ordinances 
that the majority of the people 
don’t want. Don Russell 

The following is Villa Grove 
Police Activity for March 
24-30:

Juvenile-1
Verbal Warnings-1
Written Warnings-6
Preserve the Peace-1
Assist Douglas County 

Sheriff ’s Offi  ce-5
Assist Arthur Police De-

partment-1
Assist Villa Grove Arrow-1
Assist Villa Grove Fire De-

partment-1
Welfare Check-2

Civil-1
Mental Subject-1
Ordinance Violations-5
Unsecured Business-1
Motorist Assist-1
Harassment by Telephone-1
Activated Alarm-1
Warrant Arrest-1
VG POLICE 
1020 N. Sycamore PO Box 133
Villa Grove IL 61956
Emergency: 217-832-2511 

Non-Emergency: 
217-832-2521 Fax: 217-832-9723
Dennis W. Gire, Chief of Police

Jim Michl, 85, of Arcola, IL 
passed away at 8:15 A.M on 
Tuesday, March 26, 2019 at 
Carle Foundation Hospital in 
Urbana, IL.

Funeral services were held 
on Friday, March 29, 2019 at 
the Edwards Funeral Home, 
221 East Main St., Arcola, IL.  
Father Angel Sierra offi  ciated.  
Burial took place in the Arcola 
Cemetery. Visitation was held 
from 5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. on 
Thursday, March 28, 2019 at 
the funeral home.

Jim was born on May 27, 
1933 in Willow Hill, IL.  He 
was a son of John A. and Anna 
Theresa (Kraus) Michl.  He 
married Carolyn S. Comer on 
July 4, 1957 in Greenup, IL.  She 
passed away on June 21, 2008.

Survivors include four chil-
dren, Terri Miller and her 
husband Frank of Camargo, IL, 
Jimmy Michl and his wife Dori 
of Ireland, IN, Mary Tinker  
and her husband David of St. 
Louis, MO, and Walter Michl 
of Arcola, IL, three grandchil-
dren, Andrea Moritz and her 
husband Jacob of Mattoon, 
IL, Cody Miller and his wife 
Beth of Camargo, IL and Da-
vid Michl of Arthur, IL, two 
great-grandchildren, Asher 
James Moritz and Emery Ann 
Miller, and several nieces and 
nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, his wife, two 
brothers, John Ralph Michl 

and an infant brother, and one 
grandchild, James Eugene 
Miller.

Jim was a member of St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church in 
Arcola, IL, and the National 
Rifl e Association.

Jim started his 64-year career 
in the Automotive Industry 
when he went to work at Cen-
tury Motors in Tuscola in 1955.  
After Century Motors closed, 
he went to work at the Four 
Seasons Auto Plaza in Tuscola.  
Jim was currently working for 
Napa Auto Parts in Arcola, IL.

Jim enjoyed feeding squir-
rels and birds, gardening and 
collecting coins. 

 He was an avid reader and 
enjoyed sudoku and cross-
word puzzles.  His greatest 
joy was his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to 
American Heart Association

Jim Michl

NO CLOSING 
COSTS

= equals =
MONEY SAVED!

Make a splash using the equity
in your home

 to finance your dreams!

*Subject to credit approval. Additional requirements may apply. Closing costs are various expenses or outside fees incurred when a borrower closes a new loan. 
These expenses/ fees may include the cost of a mortgage title policy or search, charges for preparation and recording of mortgage or security documents, 

appraisal fees, application fees,  credit report charges and other similar real estate related expenses.

Now through April - No Closing Costs* 
APPLY ONLINE at BANKPROSPECT.COM

*Subject to credit approval. Additional requirements may apply. Closing costs are various expenses or outside fees incurred when a borrower closes a new loan.
These expenses/ fees may include the cost of a mortgage title policy or search, charges for preparation and recording of mortgage or security documents,

appraisal fees, application fees,  credit report charges and other similar real estate related expenses.

g p g
LY ONLINE at BANKPROSPECT.CO

HELP WANTED
Lincoln Street Lounge

Broadlands
Bartender and Waitress

Call 834-3010 
Leave Name and Number

Free Estimate, 832-9511

Little Dozing Service, Inc.
 2 miles southwest of Villa Grove

• General Dozing
• Brush Removal Ditch Work
• Excavating
• Soil Conservation Work

• Dozers
• Backhoes
• Scrapers

     Villa Grove
  BINGO
Every Friday Night
   VFW post 2876 

6:30 pm- Early Bird
7:00 pm- Regular Bingo 

This Weeks Jackpots:
Egg in a Basket Raffle $2000

Blackout Jackpot $725
Bingo Lic# B1934
Pull Tab Lic# P-48

URBANA — Roger Doug-
las Grace, a man of discern-
ment and quiet faith, passed 
away at home Wednesday 
evening (April 3, 2019).

Services will be at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, April 13, 2019, at 
Morgan Memorial Home, 
Savoy, with Pastor Bill Meier 
offi  ciating. 

Roger was born March 
20, 1947, at Burnham City 
Hospital, Champaign, the 
son of Lyle and Betty (Shade) 
Grace. He married Janis 
“Jan” Meister on Sept. 4, 
1982, in Springfi eld. 

Roger is survived by his 
wife, Jan; daughter, Erin, and 
her husband, Jason Watson, 
of Villa Grove; daughter, 
Katherine, and her husband, 
Manuel Chavez, of Chicago; 
and son, Stephen, who is 
now the sixth generation 
operating the family farm. 
Roger adored his grandchil-
dren, Carolina Grace Chavez 
and Greyson Roger Watson, 
and was looking forward to 
the birth of his third grand-
child in May. Also surviving 
are his sister, Barbara (Da-
vid) Wilson of Bloomington; 
brother, David of Sidney; 
and three nephews, Tim 
Grace, Andy Grace and Eric 
Wilson.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his brother, Gary.

Roger graduated with a 
B.S. in agricultural econom-
ics in 1969 and began work-
ing for the Illinois Depart-
ment of Agriculture in the 
division of markets. Dur-
ing the oil embargo and 
fuel shortage of 1973-1974, 
he worked for the Illinois 
Energy Office. Roger was 
charged with allocating fuel 
to farmers and agribusiness 
suppliers needed to run 
their business and continue 
production. Roger met Jan 
while she was interning at 
the Illinois Energy Office 
during the oil embargo.  

Roger began working as 
a legislative aide to Con-
gressman Ed Madigan and 
moved to Washington, D.C. 
He became a staff  member 
on the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives Committee on 
Agriculture. 

Roger returned to the com-
munity to be part of his 
family’s farming business, 
the fi fth generation. He en-
joyed studying history and 
thought the continuity of a 
family farm is part of that. In 
fi nding stone tools on their 
farm that were left behind 
by past inhabitants, some 
dating back 400-8,000 years, 
he was reminded that we 
are only short-term users 
of the land. He realized and 
lived the importance of sus-
taining the land, as well as 
sustaining an economically 
viable business for future 

generations. The legacy of 
family farming was one rea-
son Roger felt a desire and 
purpose to help improve 
agriculture at both the state 
and national level.

Roger served on the Board 
of Illini FS; was a trustee on 
the Board of Country Mu-
tual Funds Trust; past direc-
tor and legislative co-chair 
of the Champaign County 
Farm Bureau; member of 
Illinois Corn Growers and 
Land of Lincoln Soybean 
Association; member of the 
Alpha Gamma Rho chapter 
at SIU; and served on the 
leadership board of Twin 
City Bible Church. He was 
named a News Gazette Farm 
Leader in 2000.

He taught his family how 
to cast a reel, the best places 
to view an eclipse, where to 
find the best local restau-
rants in any city or country, 
the importance of studying 
cultural history, and how to 
grow the best sweet corn. He 
holds the secret to fi nding 
artifacts on the farm.

Since March of 2017, he 
confronted glioblastoma 
with dignity, courage and 
grace.    

Memorial contributions 
may be made in Roger ’s 
name to Samaritan’s Purse, 
P.O. Box 3000, Boone, NC 
28607; Northwestern Brain 
Tumor Institute, 251 Huron 
St., Chicago, IL 60611; or 
Champaign County Young 
Life-YoungLives, P.O. Box 
8291, Champaign, IL 61826.   

Following the April 13 ser-
vice, an informal reception 
with the family will be at 
Stone Creek Center, Urbana, 
from noon until 2 p.m.

Online condolences can 
be shared with his family at 
morganmemorialhome.com

Roger Douglas Grace


