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WISE AND
OTHERWISE

By Kent A. Stock

THE YELLOW LINE

Graduation season is upon
us and it is time for those who
have achieved an intellectual,
professional, technological
milestone in their life to do
something special. That is toss
onabig gown, slap a funky flat
hat on your head, attach a dan-
gly tassel to it then march about
to Pomp and Circumstance all
dressed up. It might look a bit
goofy but maybe it should - for
as a ceremony it represents
something you only do once
or maybe twice in your life —
might as well make it unique.

In my opinion, you remem-
ber more about the graduation
ceremony as a member of the
audience than as a participant.
At my own high school gradu-
ation, I remembered much
more the events before and
after than I did the ceremony.
I could not hear my classmates

give the Valedictory and Saluta-
tory speeches because we were
seated behind them and I could
actually hear back then! An ex-
cellent choir otherwise, we sang
the song “Do You Remember”
and it was very much “Please,
Don’t Remember Us Singing
This Song!”

All graduations though offer
a time to look back and reflect.
I was pleasantly surprised
just a few years ago to hear
someone mention “the yellow
line” on the playground at my
Elementary School in one of the
speeches. It made me smile to
think that such a tiny part of
our attendance at school here
in my hometown made such
an impact. A small part of our
shared past as alumni would
involve a very bright, no more
than two inch yellow stripe
painted on the black asphalt of
the playground at the elemen-
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tary school. It would be a unify-
ing symbol and one that others
through the years recognized.
Who knew!

Here is the background; the
playground at the grade school
was divided into three “king-
doms” each with its own rules
and regulations. The far north
was Tiny Kingdom overrun by
K - 2 children who ruled the
roost up to the sidewalk. Atthe
sidewalk grades 3 -4 took over
in the “middle kingdom.” Un-
like the soft, cushy cedar chips
there now we played on hard
black asphalt and we liked it,
dagnabit!

No matter what the sur-
face, the fourth grades and
under side stopped at the two
inch bright yellow line painted
across the playground. It did
not go into the grass but we all
knew where it extended — we
did not dare go across. The
yellow line might as well have
been the Berlin Wall or lined
with razor wire like a maxi-
mum security prison.

Oh, we tried to cross now
and then but the teachers, our
guards, were watching and
a sharp tweet of the whistle
quickly brought us back to the
north side of the barrier. If the
ball during kicker (or kickball
as the rest of the world knows
it — does anyone else besides
Arthur call the game “kicker?”)
went over the line we had to ask
permission to get it.

One warm, sunny late spring

Holding It All Together

by Amy McCollom

More Than You Are Look-
ing For

I'love blueberries. They are
so expensive when they are in
season at the grocery store,
I usually just buy frozen
blueberries, and then, only
when they are on sale. I have
always wanted to grow my
own, though. Like anything
else from my own garden, I
bet they would taste far better
than store-bought.

On my husband’s day off,
we went on a quest, in search
of garden plants, tomato cag-
es, mulch, and seeds. Home
Depot, then Lowes. John is
a very good list maker and
planner. Like most men, he
doesn’t browse. It is hard
for me to shop with John at
times. I get distracted by
things I want to look at, but
if it is not on the list, he gives
me that look like I have gone
insane for even suggesting we
venture beyond the aisle we
are in to look at something not
on “the list.” If we leave the
store with only things on the
list, and nothing extra, I feel
as if  have passed a grueling
test and should be rewarded.
Again, John doesn’t see things
my way.

As John stood looking at
and comparing small shrubs
for 20 minutes, I walked to the
end of the aisle and I ran right
into a rolling tall shelf of blue-
berry bushes! Iyelled over to
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Every Friday Night

6:30 pm- Early Bird
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¥ FIRST UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
1 South Pine Street,

Villa Grove, Illinois
Wheelchair Accessible
Where Lives are Changed!
Pastor Jerry L. Conner
Church 832-7071
Residence 832-8577
Sunday School—10:00 a.m.
Worship Service—10:00 a.m
Evening Evangelistic
Service—6:30 p.m.
Monday
Ist one of each month
Ladies Auxiliary, 7:00 p.m.
Monday —Friday
Ladies Prayer Group—9:00 a.m.
Tuesday
Youth Service—7:00-8:00 p.m.
Thursday
Bible Study —7:30 p.m.
Free Home Bible Study
We welcome you to worship with
us in all of our services
VICTORY CHURCH
100 E. Second St ® Camargo,
[llinois 61919
Pastor—Duane Piercy
Church 832-8398,

Email
info@victorychurch life
Web Page: victorychurch life
Find us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram
Service Times
Sunday
Adult Sunday School —
9-9:45 a.m.

Soul Cafe- 9am-9:45
Worship & Service—10:00 a.m.
RUSH Youth Group
Ist & 3rd Sunday 5-7pm
Celebrate Recovery
7:15pm
Wednesday
Men's & Women's Bible
Study-6:30-8 p.m.
Thursday
Prayer Group—6:00-7:00 p.m.
Worship Team 7:00-8:00 p.m.
American Sign Language Avail-
able » Wheelchair accessible ¢
Nursery Care ¢ Sports Ministries

* Motorcycle Ministry

LIVING HOPE
FELLOWSHIP
(An Independent New Testament
Church)

South of Villa Grove on Rt. 130
Pastor Randy Walters
Phone: 217-218-9001

Elder — Pete Lake, 832-2400
Sunday Worship Service—

10 a.m.
Communion is observed
each week.
Children’s Church:
pre-school through fourth grade
For transportation to any service
call: 217-218-3217
Church facility is
wheelchair accessible
“Room for everyone. Enough
love to go around.”
VILLA GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
“Growing Closer to the Heart of God”
302 Second St., Villa Grove
Pastor—Rev. Sandi Hire
Church 832-3971
Summer Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9am - noon
Email: secretary.vgumc@yahoo.com
Website: www.vgumcweb.org
Find us on Facebook for upcoming events
Sunday
9:15 am Sunday School
For All Ages
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Child care available during
Worship
Open Communion first Sunday
of each month
Walkers are welcome Monday-
Friday during office hours in the
Henson New Life Center
Quilters- contact the office for
opportunities to join our quilters
Community Vacation Bible-

School
“ROAR!” -
Safari Celebration!
July 7—11 Open to All Ages

Save the dates and watch for
more information
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
“Come Rejoice With Us”
701 N. Sycamore Street Villa Grove
Phone (217) 832-5231
Fax (217) 832-9348
website: www.fccvg.com
e-mail: fccvg@frontier.com
Minister —Mike Zylstra
e-mail:fccvgmin@frontier.com
Morning Worship—9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Celebration
9:30a.m.

Age 4-5th Grade
Sunday Morning
Celebration Leaders:
Cecile Cassida & Seth Shunk
Sunday School—10:45 a.m.
Jumior HighYouth Group (Grades 6-8)
Ist & 3rd Sunday 5-6pm
High School Youth Group(Grades 9-12)
Ist & 3rd Sundays, 6-7:30pm
Youth Group Leader: Brenda Logan
Nursery care at all services.
Open Communion offered each Sunday

CAMARGO UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
103 E. Main Street
P.O. Box 122, Camargo, IL 61919
Church—832-9388
e-mail: umccamargo@ gmail.com
Office Hours:

Tuesday and Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Pastor - Lenny Summar
Traditional Worship - 9:15 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 10:30
"Come just as you are to worship"
Open Communion first Sunday
of each month
Prayer Group - Meets after
Sunday Service

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH
208 N. Pine Stret, Villa Grove
Pastor -Rev. Aloy Ndeanaefo
Office: 832-8352
Hours: M-F 8:30am-1:30pm
Email: villagrove hume@gmail.com
website: sacredheartandstmichael com
Mass Times: Saturday: 4pm
Sunday 10:00am
Sunday @ St. Michaels in Hume
8:00am
PSR:
Wed Eve 1st - 8th grade 6:30 - 7:20
and 9th - 12th 7:30 - 8:30 pm.
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John, as he did write down
blueberry bush on his list.
He quickly joined me, and we
studied the different breeds of
blueberries we had to choose.
Apparently we needed to get
at least 2 different species in
order for pollination to take
place. As I browsed up and
down the shelves, I found a
match that would work with
the one John had picked. But
as I turned the pot around
to check for fullness of the
leaves, I noticed something
really strange about the plant.

There was this brown thing

in the middle of it, it looked
like feathers. I nervously
said, “John, look at this...”
as I gently tapped his arm,
not taking my eyes off of the
blueberry plant. I slowly
kept turning the plant around
and realized there was not
just feathers in it, (or a dead
rotting corpse of a bird that
I feared I would find), it
was a complete bird. It was
a real bird, alive and well,
and inches from my face! I
thought to myself, “nobody
moves, nobody dies.”
John Cont. on pg.7

With agriculture being the leading industry in our local
communities, we pride ourselves with our focus to the
industry. Come see one of our Ag Lenders today.

@LONGWEW BANK

102 S. East Ave,, P.O. Box 47, Ogden, IL 61859
CAMARGO NEWMAN OGDEN ROYAL SIDNEY ST.JOSEPH VILLA GROVE

“We belong together”

FDIC

Heating * ALC

Plumbing
LLLC

217-599-1046

Locally
& Veteran

122 W. Sale St.
Tuscola, I1.

Business and Professional

DIRECTORY

The following Business and Professional People
are ready to serve you. Call for their services.

EYE CARE

TS COUCE BT YOUR APT
ADVERTISE IN THE VG NEWS
AND THE SCC TOPAY

NEWSPAPERS

& Reach up to 5000 customess
Call Jamie
AT THE VG NEWS OFFICE
832-4201 or
email - vgads@mediacombb.net
for more information on
AFFORDABLE ADVERTISING

PRINT

CHITTICK
FAMILY
EYE CARE

¢ Adult & Pediatric Eye Care

* Contact Lenses

* Custom Vision Correction

* Digital Retinal Exam

* Glaucoma detection & management
10 West Adams ¢ Villa Grove, IL 61956
Office: 832-2111 Hours: Mon - Fri 8 - 5

Medicare assignments accepted/Health Alliance Provider

VETERINARY SERVICES

Villa Grove News
5-7S. Main Street,
Villa Grove, IL
Phone: 832-4201
All your print job needs:
Business Cards
Raffle Tickets
Envelopes

Copies and Faxes
and more

Four Counties Mobile
Veterinary Services

Kathleen M. Mcmanamon, DVM

House and Farm Calls
Small Animal and Equine

Hours:
Monday-Friday, Noon-8 p.m.
Saturday, By Appointment

Phone: (217) 834-3472




