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Chelsea Harrison-Valedic-
torian

1. Who or what made you
decide to put a strong emphasis
on your academics?

My mom has always been
my biggest role model. Espe-
cially when it came to my aca-
demics. She has always pushed
me to be my best, even when it
would get annoying, I always
knew that she was just want-
ing the best for me. She never
hesitated to help me whenThad
questions and always kept me
on the right path when it came
to my academics. She helped
me sign up for classes, sign
up for ACT prep, and would
always listen to me cry and rant
about school and how defeated
I felt. Iknow that I definitely
would not be valedictorian
without my mom pushing me
every step of the way. I owe
everything thatThave achieved
to my mom.

2. Whathasbeen your favor-
ite class or teacher? Why?

My favorite teacher through-
out my life was probably Mrs.
Faust. I know that she was
just my 6th grade teacher, but
she taught way more than just
Math and English. She taught
kids how to be good people
because she is such a great
person herself. I remember
that I always really struggled
with math and she would stay
after school and try and help
me and she would find every
way possible to teach me that
math skill until it finally clicked
for me. I'’know that she is very
proud of where I am today, but
I honestly don't think I would
have the confidence that I have
in my classes now without her
help at such a young age.

3. Have there been any “less
than favorite” classes?

Math was definitely my "less
than favorite" class. Ilike clear
cutanswers and with math that
is sometimes hard to have, butI
have gotten to the point where
I can get over that and just deal
with math being in my life. I
just cannot wait until I get to
the point where I can say Thave
no more math classes, forever.

4. What words of encourage-
ment would you offer to the
incoming freshman class?

The biggest thing that fresh-
man need to know is that it does
not matter what others think.
Do not go to things just to take
pictures, go to events and have
a fun time with friends. That
stage of your life goes by ex-
tremely fast, and you will wish
you stayed at the homecoming
dances longer and participated
in all the school games. Go
make a fool of yourself because
those are the things that you
will remember, not how many
likes you got on an Instagram
post. Also, don't change who
you arejust to fit in with the old-
er kids. Find a group of friends
that are like you, because those
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are the people you need in your
life. Trust me throughout high
school you will need a good
friend group by your side.

5. Where do you plan on con-
tinuing your education? What
will you be studying?

I'plan on continuing my edu-
cation at Bradley University in
Peoria. [ will be studying nurs-
ing to attain my BSN and then
eventually go on to be a Nurse
Practitioner in Women's Health.

6. Why did you choose this
course of study?

I have always had a very
big interest in the health field,
but I mainly started to have
an interest in this field because
my mom has been a nurse for
so long. Ialways went to her
work and would go to an office
and pretend like I was being a
nurse just like her. I also knew
I wanted to be a Nurse Practi-
tioner when Ijob shadowed one
over the summer of my Junior
year. [was in awe of everything
they were doing, and I knew it
would be the perfect fit for me.

7. What's been the best thing
about growing up in a small
town like Villa Grove?

Thebest thing about growing
up in Villa Grove is that when
you do accomplish something
great in your life everyone in
town knows about it and will
congratulate you wherever you
go. Living in a small town re-
ally is like having a large family
all around you.

8. Doyouhaveajob lined up
for the summer? What will you
be doing?

This summer I have an in-
ternship at Carle where I will
be a phlebotomist. All I have
to do is calm kids down and
explain the shots before they
get it done and then take the
blood specimen back to the lab
and test it before I have to send
it off to the hospital for final
results. It will really be a good
insight into what the behind
the scenes people do in a health
care setting.

9. Qutside of the classroom,
what has been your best experi-
ence at Villa Grove high school?

It may sound cheesy, but
my favorite experiences have
been just hanging out with my
classmates. My favorite things
are just going to bonfires and
driving around townjust listen-
ing to music and laughing with
my friends that Thave had since
pre-school. Thatis somethingI
will miss the most next year. I
have had such a great oppor-
tunity being able to be so close
with a lot of my classmates that
it will be hard to leave them
next year.

10. What is your absolute
dream job? Do you see yourself
in that role in 10 years? Why or
why not?

My absolute dream job
would be a delivery doctor. In
10 years, however, I see myself
being a Nurse Practitioner in
Women's Health, because it is
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right next to being a delivery
doctor in a way. I just know
that I wouldn't be able to be a
delivery doctor because of the
intense hours. I want to have a
family of my own and I feel like
that would be hard being on
call 24/7. So, I am very proud,
and excited about my choice of
being a Nurse Practitioner.

Tommie Hooker-Salutato-
rian

1. Who or what made you
decide to puta strong emphasis
on your academics?

My parents have alwaysbeen
a very good influence for me.
They encourage me to do the
best I can in everything I do. I
also have a very strong drive
for success and I don't settle for
anything less than excellence.

2. What has been your favor-
ite class or teacher? Why?

My favorite class is English
because I really enjoy writing
and reading new stories.

3. Have there been any “less
than favorite” classes?

The only class that I have
never enjoyed is math class. Un-
fortunately for me, my brother
was blessed with all of the math
smarts.

4. What words of encourage-
ment would you offer to the
incoming freshman class?

Tommie Hooker

I know everyone says this,
but time really does fly by. It
seems like just yesterday I was
a freshman, so excited to be in
high school with my brother
and his cute friends. High
school won’t be the best days of
your life, but you should enjoy
it as much as you can while it
lasts. Get involved in school
activities and take school seri-
ously because it does matter!

5. Where do you plan on con-

tinuing your education? What
will you be studying?

I am going to start out at
Parkland for my first two years
of college. Then I plan to go to
Southern Illinois University in
Carbondale where I will hope-
fully major in Paralegal Studies.

6. Why did you choose this
course of study?

My mom has been a secretary
for a few lawyers in my life
time, so I have been around
this career. The documentation
piece is also very interesting
to me.

7. What's been the best thing
about growing up in a small
town like Villa Grove?

Everyone gets very involved
in the little activities our town
does. I looked forward to Ag
days all summer when I was
a kid. Also, because of how
small Villa Grove is, kids can
be trusted to walk around with
their friends and have fun with-
out their parents.
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8.Do you have ajob lined up
for the summer? What will you
be doing?

Yes, I will be working part
time at the Erwin, Martinkus,
and Cole law firm. I will also
be working at the Villa Grove
library asThave for almost three
years now.

9. Outside of the classroom,
whathas been your best experi-
ence at Villa Grove high school?

One of my best experiences in
high school was cheering on the
football players every Friday
night. Cheer was a blast and I
am really going to miss it.

10. What is your absolute
dream job? Do you see yourself
in that role in 10 years? Why or
why not?

I have never had a crazy
dream job, but I can see myself
as a lawyer in the future. It is
going to take a lot of hard work
in school, but I am excited for
the challenge!
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Congratulations....

To All Of Our
Graduates

and to the

Class of 2019

T0 OUR GRADURTES

Sacred Heart Church

Congratulations
to the Class of 2019!

Gilles True Value

8:00-6:00, Monday thru Friday
8:00-5:00, Saturday
12:00-5:00, Sunday

832-8123

Best wishes

You’re the best,
grads. We know
you'll make it
to the top.

Ruto o Home o Life o

The Hillard
Agency, Inc

Insurance & Real Estate
Health o Business + farm

Lon & Betsy

www.hillardagency.com

You’re on your way

to further achievements.
Best wishes, |

whatever you do.

From City of Villa Grove
Officials, Employees
& Volunteers

Congratulations
Graduates!

from all of us at

CIMICO Central Illinois Mutual

Insurance Company

Villa Grove, IL

Serving Farmers and Homeowners
Since 1892

www.CIMICO.net




