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FIRST UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

1 South Pine Street, 
Villa Grove, Illinois

Wheelchair Accessible
Where Lives are Changed!

Pastor Jerry L. Conner
Church 832-7071

Residence 832-8577
Sunday School—10:00 a.m.
Worship Service—10:00 a.m

Evening Evangelistic
Service—6:30 p.m.

Monday
1st one of each month

Ladies Auxiliary, 7:00 p.m.
Monday—Friday

Ladies Prayer Group—9:00 a.m.
Tuesday

Youth Service—7:00-8:00 p.m.
Thursday

Bible Study—7:30 p.m.
Free Home Bible Study

We welcome you to worship with 
us in all of our services

—————————————
VICTORY CHURCH

100 E. Second St • Camargo, 
Illinois 61919

Pastor—Duane Piercy
Church 832-8398, 

Email
info@victorychurch.life

Web Page:  victorychurch.life
Find us on Facebook

Follow us on Instagram
Service Times

Sunday
Adult Sunday School—

9-9:45 a.m.
Soul Cafe- 9am-9:45

Worship & Service—10:00 a.m.
RUSH Youth Group

1st & 3rd Sunday 5-7pm
Celebrate Recovery

7:15pm
Wednesday

Men's & Women's Bible 
Study-6:30-8 p.m.

Thursday
Prayer Group—6:00-7:00 p.m.
Worship Team 7:00-8:00 p.m.

American Sign Language Avail-
able • Wheelchair accessible • 

Nursery Care • Sports Ministries 
• Motorcycle Ministry

LIVING HOPE 
FELLOWSHIP

(An Independent New Testament 
Church)

South of Villa Grove on Rt. 130
Pastor Randy Walters
Phone: 217-218-9001

Elder — Pete Lake, 832-2400
Sunday Worship Service—

10 a.m.
Communion is observed 

each week.
Children’s Church:

pre-school through fourth grade
For transportation to any service 

call: 217-218-3217
Church facility is

 wheelchair accessible
“Room for everyone. Enough 

love to go around.”
—————————————

VILLA GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

“Growing Closer to the Heart of God”
302 Second St., Villa Grove

Pastor—Rev. Sandi Hire
Church 832-3971

Summer Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 9am - noon 

Email: secretary.vgumc@yahoo.com
Website: www.vgumcweb.org

Find us on Facebook for upcoming events
Sunday

9:15 am Sunday School 
For All Ages

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Child care available during 

Worship
Open Communion first Sunday 

of each month
Walkers are welcome Monday-
Friday during office hours in the 

Henson New Life Center
Quilters- contact the office for 

opportunities to join our quilters
Community Vacation Bible-

School
“ROAR!”  -

 Safari Celebration!
July 7 – 11    Open to All Ages
Save the dates and watch for

more information

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
“Come Rejoice With Us”

701 N. Sycamore Street Villa Grove
Phone (217) 832-5231
Fax (217) 832-9348

website: www.fccvg.com
e-mail: fccvg@frontier.com

Minister—Mike Zylstra
e-mail:fccvgmin@frontier.com
Morning Worship—9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Celebration 

9:30a.m.
Age 4-5th Grade

Sunday Morning 
Celebration Leaders:

Cecile Cassida & Seth Shunk
Sunday School—10:45 a.m.

Junior HighYouth Group (Grades 6-8)
1st & 3rd Sunday 5-6pm

High School Youth Group(Grades 9-12)
1st & 3rd Sundays, 6-7:30pm

Youth Group Leader: Brenda Logan
Nursery care at all services.

Open Communion offered each Sunday
--------------------------------------
CAMARGO UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH
103 E. Main Street

P.O. Box 122, Camargo, IL 61919
Church—832-9388

e-mail: umccamargo@gmail.com
Office Hours: 

Tuesday and Thursday
 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Pastor - Lenny Summar

Traditional Worship - 9:15 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 10:30

"Come just as you are to worship"
Open Communion first Sunday

of each month
Prayer Group - Meets after 

Sunday Service
--------------------------------------

SACRED HEART 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

208 N. Pine Stret, Villa Grove
Pastor -Rev. Aloy Ndeanaefo

Office: 832-8352
Hours: M-F 8:30am-1:30pm

Email: villagrove.hume@gmail.com
website: sacredheartandstmichael.com

Mass Times: Saturday: 4pm
Sunday 10:00am

Sunday @ St. Michaels in Hume
8:00am
PSR:

Wed Eve 1st - 8th grade 6:30 - 7:20 
and 9th - 12th 7:30 - 8:30 pm.
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by Amy McCollom
Holding It All Together

Business and Professional
DIRECTORY

The following Business and Professional People
are ready to serve you. Call for their services.

PRINT VETERINARY SERVICES

Four Counties Mobile
Veterinary Services

Kathleen M. Mcmanamon, DVM

House and Farm Calls
Small Animal and Equine

Hours:
Monday-Friday, Noon-8 p.m.

Saturday, By Appointment
Phone: (217) 834-3472

Villa Grove News
5-7 S. Main Street,      

 Villa Grove, IL 
Phone: 832-4201

All your print job needs:
Business Cards
Raffle Tickets

Envelopes
Copies and Faxes

and more

CHITTICK
 FAMILY

EYE CARE
      • Adult & Pediatric Eye Care
      • Contact Lenses
      • Custom Vision Correction
      • Digital Retinal Exam
      • Glaucoma detection & management

10 West Adams • Villa Grove, IL 61956
Office: 832-2111 Hours: Mon - Fri 8 - 5

Medicare assignments accepted/Health Alliance Provider

EYE CARE

THIS COULD BE YOUR AD!

ADVERTISE IN THE VG NEWS 

AND THE SCC TODAY  
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Reach
up
to
5000
customers  

Call Jamie
AT THE VG NEWS OFFICE

832-4201 or 
email - vgads@mediacombb.net

for more information on 
AFFORDABLE ADVERTISING

Cont. on pg. 10

WISE AND 
OTHERWISE

By Kent A. Stock

217-599-1046

Locally 
& Veteran 

Owned
122 W. Sale St. 

Tuscola,  Il.

And Just Like That…
I remember it well.  The 

first cry she made, that I 
was impatiently waiting to 
hear from across the room 
as a team of doctors counted 
sponges and instruments and 
finished sewing my abdomen 
closed.  Absolutely nothing 
about bringing this baby into 
the world had been normal.  

She was 8 weeks early, yet a 
good 5 pounds.  Stupid gesta-
tional diabetes,  the only thing 
positive about the disease is 
that it acts as a growth hor-
mone on the baby.  Still, such 
a preemie  as my sweet baby 
Portia had not developed the 
feeding skills she needed to 
survive outside the womb, so 
she was kept in the neonatal 
ICU nursery until she could 
eat well enough to survive.  
This took nearly a month.  
Leaving your newborn at the 
hospital makes you feel so 
helpless and lost.

Then things got better, and 
she came home.  She was 
such a good baby.  She never 
cried.  Part of the reason was 
because with as many people 
living in our house, someone 
was always holding her.  She 
didn’t have to cry because 
she was constantly being fed, 
or rocked, or talked to.  She 
should have been the most 
spoiled baby in the world.  
But she wasn't.  She was and 
still is delightful to be around.

When Portia was 3, she 
began exhibiting unusual eye 
movements that concerned 
me.  I had no idea the doctor 
was going to utter the word 
AUTISM at that appointment.  
That changed everything, I 
thought.  I knew very little 
about autism.  I had a lot to 
learn.

Portia grew and  we real-
ized how different she was.  
She loved to read, and was 
addicted to reading to the 

point that when she ran out 
of books for her age, she read 
anything; she read the dic-
tionary, garden books, cook 
books, all kinds of magazines. 
And she remembered every-
thing she read.

At the age of 6, Portia was 
doing experiments in the 
bathroom on mosquito larvae 
which she grew by herself 
in a jar under the sink, (un-
beknownst to the rest of the 
family). At 7 she could iden-
tify most any native plant, 
and the diseases that plagued 
them. And she grew even 
more interested in spiders, 
often catching them and ex-
amining them intently.  

One time she came walking 
into my mom’s house holding 
a small brown furry critter, 
petting it gently.  She said 
softly, “Look what I found.”  

She moved her hand to 
reveal an enormous hair-
covered spider as big around 
as a teacup!  Mom and my sis-
ter screamed and ordered her 
back outside with her catch,  
while her dad and I followed 
her out to get a closer look at 
this monster arachnid.

Her bugmania excitement 
is contagious,  So is her smile.  

Portia has always been the 
kind of kid who never wants 
to hurt anyone.  She doesn’t 
always understand when 
people are not like her in 
thoughts and actions, and 
that is sad.  If the world was 
full of Portia's, it would be a 
very nice world.

So now, Portia is going to be 
graduating from high school 
on Friday.  There were times 
on this journey to raise her 
that I feared she wouldn’t 
make it to see graduation day.  
There were seizures, break-
downs, medications, thera-
pies, testings, more therapies, 
tears, medical emergencies, 
friends and boyfriends, danc-
es, school trips, and plenty of 
life lessons.

I KNOW it was just yes-
terday she was sitting on a 
pillow on the floor watching 
Charlotte's Web….And just 
like that...she is grown, sign-
ing up for classes at Parkland, 
and planning how to get her 
masters in entomology.  I 
wish her the best, and pray 
that she follows the plans of 
God.

I will remember you
The year was 1940 my 

grandfather Honn went in 
for a routine surgery at a local 
hospital. He never came back 
home.  He died on a frigidly 
cold January day from com-
plications after the procedure.

His passing left my grand-
mother with two children at 
home along with their older 
sister who had two babies 
of her own.  It was the Great 
Depression and times were 
already hard but they had 
now grown infinitely worse.

My mom was twelve and 
her younger brother Billy was 
six.  Aunt Mimi was married 
to my other Uncle Bill and 
had two kids Connie and Kay.  
What on earth were they go-
ing to all do?  Uncle Bill Hall 
had a job at Progress, right 
across the street from their 
house but, well, everything 

else was up in the air.
My grandmother Honn 

rolled up her sleeves, she 
opened a small restaurant 
and bakery in the basement 
of her home.  War time came 
and my Uncle Bill went off to 
serve his country.  The ladies 
made do.  My grandmother 
operated the tiny diner and, 
several times a day she would 
take a cart full of pies, cakes, 
rolls, sandwiches along with 
coffee and drinks through the 
plant across the street.  Thias 
was how they got by.

In 1942 a young man from 
McLean County was looking 
for work and landed a job at 
the factory across the street.  
He needed a place to stay, 
my grandmother needed the 
income so an agreement was 
made between the two fami-
lies.  The young man, Ralph, 
secured a safe and trustwor-

thy place to stay which satis-
fied his parents immensely 
and my mom’s family had 
another source of income.

It was a win-win for every-
one and the young man be-
came more than a boarder but 
another sibling and a son to 
my grandmother.  He worked 
hard but the stay would be 
short-lived as WWII called 
and the young Ralph was sent 
into the service in early 1943.

There were a couple let-
ter exchanges and then the 
young man from the flat Illi-
nois corn and bean fields was 
shipped overseas.  He went to 
fight for our country in North 
Africa later that same year.  It 
was a whirlwind tour without 
question.  Communication 
ceased.

This handsome, friendly 
young man was a good sol-
dier and he like thousands 
of others, was called upon to 
participate in the invasion of 
Italy.  He gave his life for his 
country in the spring of 1944 
during the Battle of Anzio.

My mom, aunt and uncle 
shared stories over the years 
about Ralph.  His obituary 
says the details of his death 
were undetermined.  It really 
didn’t matter those specifics, 
because he was not coming 
back to America.  He was 
not coming back to life in 
Saybrook, Illinois which was 
his hometown.  He would 
not be coming back to visit 
his friends or his “family” in 
Arthur.  He died in combat for 
our freedom.

My Uncle Bill, Uncle Billy, 
Uncle Herschel, Uncle Her-
man and many other family 
and friends that I know so 
very well went on to serve 
our country with distinction.  
I am so very proud of every 
one of them and every one of 
you reading this and I hon-
ored you, in my own way, 
on Veterans 

     Villa Grove
  BINGO
Every Friday Night
   VFW post 2876 

6:30 pm- Early Bird
7:00 pm- Regular Bingo 

This Weeks Jackpots:
Egg in a Basket Raffle $2000

Blackout Jackpot $875
Bingo Lic# B1934
Pull Tab Lic# P-48


