
WE HAVE NEW EMAIL 
ADDRESSES!

news@thevillagrovenews.
com to submit your 
news related items 
and advertising@

thevillagrovenews.com 
for all of your advertising 

needs!

5/22 VGHS Finals Periods
 1, 2 and 3

5/22 Villa Grove School 
Early Dismissal at 1:50 and 

2pm

5/23 Villa Grove School 8th 
Grade Promotion

5/23 Donor Drive @ 
Camargo Township District 

Library 2:30-3:30

5/23 VGHS Finals Periods 
4-5&6

5/24 VGHS Finals Periods 
7&8 plus makeup

5/24 VGHS Graduation 
@7pm

5/25 VG Alumni Banquest 
at 7pm @VGHS

5/27 VFW Memorial 
Day Services @ Villa 

Grove Cemetery 10am at 
Centennial Cemetery @10:30 
and Camargo Cemetery @11

5/27 Memorial Day

5/31-6/1 Camargo 
Townwide Garage Sales

6/5 VG Planning and 
Zoning Meeting @6pm

6/10 Camargo Council 
Meeting @7pm

6/10 VG City Council 
Meeting 6pm

6/16 Fathers Day

6/21 VG Clean Up Days 
12pm-6pm 

6/22 VG Clean Up Days 
8am-5pm

If you have an upcoming 
event that you would like to 
see featured in Sidetracks, 

email us at 
news@thevillagrovenews.
com or call us at 832-4201 

$1.00
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Douglas County Ag: In the Fields Soon

The First United Pentecostal Church of Villa Grove hosted a dinner on Sunday, May 19th 
to honor and serve the City Council and First Responders of Villa Grove. Pictures: Group 
photo of All, Other photo is Rev. Jerry Conner, Mayor Cassandra Gunter, and Judy Con-
ner. Photo by Elizabeth Hamilton. 

Christman Named 
Grand Prize Winner

Jacob Christman showing his award winning coloring 
page.

Douglas County Agricul-
ture May 2019

I am writing this a little 
earlier than usual hoping we 
will be in the field later on 
when I would usually do it. 
We are at a standstill again 
on fieldwork and trying to do 
everything we need to have 
done when the weather does 
let us work. 

There has been some field-
work done in Douglas County 
by May 10. Some nitrogen has 
gone on, herbicide sprayed 
and some corn planted. It still 
has never been fit to do very 
much. Most of the work done 
has been on fields with drain-
age tile systems that remove 
excess water. Other areas of 
the state have more plant-
ing done and other states 
are making some progress. 
Nationwide this year is the 
second slowest start to plant-
ing since 1993. That year was 
one of very slow planting 
progress and large areas of 
the upper Midwest were not 
planted because of persistent 
wet weather.

I get daily articles from 
the University of Illinois Ag 
Economics Department. One 
of those this week was a 
statistical study of late plant-
ing years. Their list of late 
planting years includes some 
I remember very well. One 
was 1993 when I remember 
the film of a complete two-
story house floating down 
the Mississippi. In 2009 we 
had a cousin get married on 
May 16. We were not done 
planting beans yet that year 
but it had rained and we were 
able to go.  2009 went on to be 

a nightmare fall as well with 
a muddy harvest and very 
high moisture corn.  2019 to 
date has had higher rainfall 
than both of those years. The 
upshot of the article was that 
we can still have good yields 
but the odds of that decrease 
every day. 

 This article dealt only with 
corn. It is only in the last few 
years that early planting of 
soybeans has been empha-
sized so it would be hard to 
do a study on late planting 
of beans. The yield benefit of 
planting soybeans has been 
noticeable so there should 
be good data on that in the 
future. The yield penalty for 
planting corn late is probably 
greater than for soybeans but 
it is real for both crops. 

 The markets are still taking 
little notice of the slow plant-
ing progress. Trade matters 
have overshadowed the late 
planting news and everyone 
is sure we can put the crop 
in the ground with only five 
or six days of good weather. 
They overlook the five or six 
days we need before that to 
get things dried out. Even the 
days without rain are overcast 
and chilly, not what we need 
to dry things up. 

I talked last month about 
genetically modified crops. 
I notice that the oatmeal box 
says it is non – GMO. That is 
not surprising since there are 
no genetically modified oats. 
Any loaf of bread will be non-
GMO as well. No genetically 
modified wheat is approved 
for sale.  In both cases, that is 
assuming an ingredient made 
from a genetically modified 

plant has not been added to 
the oatmeal or bread. Non-
GMO has become a feel-good 
advertisement more than an 
actual statement about the 
contents of a package.

I recently noticed that 
Campbell’s soup labels have 
a link to good information 
about genetically modified 
crops and food made from 
them. It is whastinmyfood.
com. The company explains 
their view of GMO crops and 
has information about what 
ingredients may be made 
from genetically modified 
crops. Campbell’s points 
out they do produce organic 
foods as well, for those who 
prefer that. 

 In my discussions of ge-
netic modification, I hope 
at least one thing has come 
through. Companies do this 
in response to specific prob-
lems. Genetic modification is 
expensive and complicated. 
The testing and EPA regis-
tration is long and exacting.  
Corn borers and corn root-
worms have caused countless 
dollars of injury and loss to 
our corn crop through the 

years. Control of these before 
genetic modification involved 
dangerous insecticides that 
usually had to be applied 
before we knew we had a 
problem. The insertion into 
the corn plant of a naturally 
occurring organism, Bacillus 
thuringiensis, that kills spe-
cifically insects, means that 
the corn plant protects itself. 
Modifying soybean plants to 
allow the use of non-selective 
herbicides on them lets us 
maintain weed-free fields that 
yield more and are easier to 
harvest than the weed-choked 
fields we had in the past. 
There would be no papayas 
without genetic modification 
of those plants to resist a fun-
gus that had defied all other 
controls. 

There is a responsibility 
that goes with the use of GMO 
crops. To prevent insect resis-
tance to the organism inserted 
for corn rootworm control 
we had to plant areas of non-
resistant corn along with 
our resistant corn. If a beetle 
happened to be resistant to 
the Bacillus thuringiensis, 
having beetles nearby that 

were not exposed to it made 
it more likely two resistant 
beetles would not mate and 
start a group of beetles that 
could not be controlled. Now 
that refuge corn is mixed into 
the resistant corn and spread 
through the field, instead of 
planted in a separate strip 
or block.  The temptation to 
use the same non-selective 
herbicide year after year on 
soybeans because it worked 
so well and was cheap has led 
to weeds that are very hard to 
control. Resistant populations 
have built up and spread. 
Herbicide combinations that 
are not cheap are needed to 
give us the clean fields we 
like to see. 

Thank you for reading 
about Douglas County agri-
culture this month. My expla-
nation of genetic modification 
was pretty short but I hope 
understandable. Remember 
that we eat the same food as 
you do and wouldn’t grow 
something we wouldn’t con-
sume ourselves. 

Larry W. Dallas President
Douglas County Farm Bu-

reau

Douglas County Farm Bu-
reau congratulates third-grad-
er Jacob Christman from Villa 
Grove Grade School as the 
grand prize winner of the sixth 
annual coloring contest. There 
were over 475 entries from 
six area schools.     Tuscola 
First Federal bank sponsored 
the contest and provided the 
prize for Jacob.   The bank 
gave him a bag of goodies and 
will open a savings account of 
$50 in his name.

Jacob’s entry will be cop-
ied for use as placemats at 
Douglas County Farm Bureau 
events for the next year.  

Douglas County Farm Bu-
reau gave one first place win-
ner of a McDonalds gift card 
at each of the other schools. 
Participating schools were Ar-
thur, Atwood, Arcola, Shiloh, 
Tuscola, and Villa Grove.  
Grades kindergarten through 
third grade students were 
eligible.

 Department Details Con-
tinued Efforts to Increase 
Vaccination Rates Across Il-
linois, Including $3.5 Million 
in Local Grants

 As cases of measles con-
tinue to rise across the U.S., 
the Illinois Department of 
Public Health (IDPH) is tak-
ing action to prevent cases 
of measles and increase vac-
cination rates. Recent actions 
range from direct outreach to 
communities with low vac-
cination rates, new grants for 
local health departments, and 
public education campaigns.

“Vaccines are our most 
effective and safest tool for 
combatting disease and our 
department is deeply com-
mitted to helping those who 
are able get vaccinated,” said 
Acting IDPH Director Dr. 
Ngozi Ezike. “We are actively 
working to increase vaccina-
tion rates in communities 
with the lowest rates and 
will continue to engage local 
health departments, schools, 
and community organiza-
tions in the critical work of 
keeping Illinoisans healthy 
and safe.”

Recent IDPH actions in-
clude:

• COMMUNITY GRANTS: 
IDPH is providing an addi-
tional $3.5 million in grants 
to local health departments 
across the state to increase 
awareness campaigns and 
help build infrastructure so 
that it is easier to get vac-
cinated. With this additional 
funding:

• Medical grade refrig-
erators will be purchased to 
safely store vaccines.

• Vaccine and supplies such 
as syringes, gloves, and gauze 
will be purchased.

• Vaccination videos will 
air in movie theaters show-
ing children’s films in certain 
areas.

• MOBILE UNITS: IDPH 
is preparing to deploy its 
Wellness on Wheels (WOW) 
mobile units not only to lo-
cal health departments, but 
to other organizations across 
the state. The WOW mobile 
units can be driven to neigh-
borhoods with lower vaccina-
tion rates in an effort to make 
vaccination more accessible. 
They can also be requested 
for special community events 
that parents and children 
often attend like fairs and 
neighborhood celebrations.

• DIRECT OUTREACH: 
Dr. Ezike and IDPH are en-
gaging in direct outreach 
to communities with low 
vaccination rates. Recent 
outreach includes meeting 
with the Sangamon County 
Health Department, Spring-
field school district, and rab-
binical and Islamic leaders in 
the Chicagoland area. This 
week, IDPH also met with 
the Illinois Immunization 
Advisory Council members 
and stakeholders to discuss 
the measles outbreaks across 
the country as well as the Im-
munization Action Plan.

•  P U B L I C  E D U C A -
TION CAMPAIGNS: IDPH 
launched a social media vac-
cination education campaign 
for National Infant Immuni-
zation Week that, on Face-
book alone, reached more 
than 50,000 people. IDPH is 
preparing additional educa-
tional materials for a back-to-
school vaccination campaign.

• HEALTH CARE GUID-
ANCE: IDPH has issued 
guidance to health care pro-
viders for measles testing, 
reporting, and prevention. 
New information was sent 
to providers on Wednesday, 

IDPH Takes Action to Combat Measles

Villa Grove 
High School 

Class of 
2019

G
raduation
Edition

Honoree Dinner Held for Villa Groves 
Council and First Responders


