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Holding It All Together

by Amy McCollom

Terribly Exciting

If you could feel the electric-
ity of excitement in my brain
right now, you wouldn’t be
able to sit down. Good excite-
ment, nervous excitement,

dreadful excitement, and a
fear of the unknown excite-
ment (also called anxiety.) I
believe this is the busiest week
physically and emotionally of
my life. This week will be the

real test to see if I can still hold
it all together.

My sweet little autistic
daughter, just 17, will grad-
uate from high school on
Friday night. My husband

John, and I, have been busy
helping her get all of her
paperwork complete and ap-
pointments done at Parkland
College so she will be ready
to go in the fall. She is in
the Parkland Pathways pro-
gram, so she will have dual
counsellors, rigid criteria, and
MANY logins and passwords
to keep track of as she navi-
gates through both Parkland
and the U of I together. It's

we have yet another memorial
service to attend, this one for
John’s uncle Jim who passed
away in Texas. He was a
good, kind and gentle man of
faith. He and his wife, Wilma,
have always been a great joy
tobe around. Sorrow, yetjoy;
it will be a delight to see all
of his children and the other
family that will come from
miles to attend. Excitement,
a mixture of emotions like

mind boggling, even for an
ole pro like me - MyParkland,
Mylllini, MyMcKinley, PCID,
UIN, Parkland login, ACES,
FAFSA, and so on.

Then of course, there is
the end-of-year wrap up at
school. Fines to be paid,
tests, reports, finals, end of
year festivities, and that’s not
even the weekend yet! Friday
nightis graduation, where the
drumroll start of “Pomp And

Hearing Aid Service

..MEANS BETTER HEARING FOR YOU

Homer Community Building
500 E. Second St., Homer, Illinois

Wed., June 5, from 8 - 9 a.m.

eFree Electronic Hearing Test

eFree Cleaning on ALL Makes and Models

eBattery Sales
eIn Home Service on Request

BELTONE
HEARING AID SERVICE

816 N. Country Fair Dr, Champaign, IL 61821 * 359-3331 * M-F 8-4

Living Estate Sale

Two T’s Estate Sales

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS

Vintage; Antiques; Smalls; Art; Tools; Furnishings;
Household; Displays & Much More!

May 31 from 9-3 and June 1 from 9-3
Saturday half price on most items from 12:30-3:00
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¥ FIRST UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
1 South Pine Street,

Villa Grove, Illinois
Wheelchair Accessible
Where Lives are Changed!
Pastor Jerry L. Conner
Church 832-7071
Residence 832-8577
Sunday School—10:00 a.m.
Worship Service—10:00 a.m
Evening Evangelistic
Service—6:30 p.m.
Monday
Ist one of each month
Ladies Auxiliary, 7:00 p.m.
Monday —Friday
Ladies Prayer Group—9:00 a.m.
Tuesday
Youth Service—7:00-8:00 p.m.
Thursday
Bible Study —7:30 p.m.
Free Home Bible Study
We welcome you to worship with
us in all of our services
VICTORY CHURCH
100 E. Second St ® Camargo,
Ilinois 61919
Pastor—Duane Piercy
Church 832-8398,

Email
info@victorychurch life
Web Page: victorychurch life
Find us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram
Service Times
Sunday
Adult Sunday School —
9-9:45 a.m.

Soul Cafe- 9am-9:45
Worship & Service—10:00 a.m.
RUSH Youth Group
Ist & 3rd Sunday 5-7pm
Celebrate Recovery
7:15pm
Wednesday
Men's & Women's Bible
Study-6:30-8 p.m.
Thursday
Prayer Group—6:00-7:00 p.m.
Worship Team 7:00-8:00 p.m.
American Sign Language Avail-
able » Wheelchair accessible ¢
Nursery Care ¢ Sports Ministries
* Motorcycle Ministry

LIVING HOPE
FELLOWSHIP
(An Independent New Testament
Church)

South of Villa Grove on Rt. 130
Pastor Randy Walters
Phone: 217-218-9001

Elder — Pete Lake, 832-2400
Sunday Worship Service—

10 a.m.
Communion is observed
each week.
Children’s Church:
pre-school through fourth grade
For transportation to any service
call: 217-218-3217
Church facility is
wheelchair accessible
“Room for everyone. Enough
love to go around.”
VILLA GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
“Growing Closer to the Heart of God”
302 Second St., Villa Grove
Pastor—Rev. Sandi Hire
Church 832-3971
Summer Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9am - noon
Email: secretary.vgumc@yahoo.com
Website: www.vgumcweb.org
Find us on Facebook for upcoming events
Sunday
9:15 am Sunday School
For All Ages
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Child care available during
Worship
Open Communion first Sunday
of each month
Walkers are welcome Monday-
Friday during office hours in the
Henson New Life Center
Quilters- contact the office for
opportunities to join our quilters
Community Vacation Bible-

School
“ROAR!” -
Safari Celebration!
July 7—11 Open to All Ages

Save the dates and watch for
more information

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
“Come Rejoice With Us”
701 N. Sycamore Street Villa Grove
Phone (217) 832-5231
Fax (217) 832-9348
website: www.fccvg.com
e-mail: fccvg@frontier.com
Minister —Mike Zylstra
e-mail:fccvgmin@frontier.com
Morning Worship—9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Celebration
9:30a.m.

Age 4-5th Grade
Sunday Morning
Celebration Leaders:
Cecile Cassida & Seth Shunk
Sunday School—10:45 a.m.
Jumior HighYouth Group (Grades 6-8)
Ist & 3rd Sunday 5-6pm
High School Youth Group(Grades 9-12)
Ist & 3rd Sundays, 6-7:30pm
Youth Group Leader: Brenda Logan
Nursery care at all services.
Open Communion offered each Sunday

CAMARGO UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
103 E. Main Street
P.O. Box 122, Camargo, IL 61919
Church—832-9388
e-mail: umccamargo@ gmail.com
Office Hours:

Tuesday and Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Pastor - Lenny Summar
Traditional Worship - 9:15 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 10:30
"Come just as you are to worship"
Open Communion first Sunday
of each month
Prayer Group - Meets after
Sunday Service

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH
208 N. Pine Stret, Villa Grove
Pastor -Rev. Aloy Ndeanaefo
Office: 832-8352
Hours: M-F 8:30am-1:30pm
Email: villagrove hume@gmail.com
website: sacredheartandstmichael.com
Mass Times: Saturday: 4pm
Sunday 10:00am
Sunday @ St. Michaels in Hume
8:00am
PSR:

Wed Eve 1st - 8th grade 6:30 - 7:20
and 9th - 12th 7:30 - 8:30 pm.

Circumstance” will flood my
soul with emotions and hot
tears will rise up in my throat
like a knot. I will fight with
the urge to take pictures, or
just takeitallin. Idon’t think
I will be able to swallow all
the tears down for this one.
Watching Portia graduate is
a little extra special to me,
because she is extra special.
Saturday will be another
emotional roller-coaster as
John’s family gathers for a
barbecue on the 2nd anni-
versary of his sister Cathy’s
death. Tenjoy getting together
with family; it's needful and
comforting. It’s also still a
little too close to when my
dad passed away, and my
wounds are still fresh. Cathy
and my dad both suffered in
similar ways. I'm glad that
they are finally home in Glory,
it'sjust hard to go through the
process of letting go. Being
reminded of Cathy’s goodbye
will certainly bring back some
painful memories for me.
Later Saturday afternoon,

“Professional Kitchen Design
At An Affordable Price!”

Schrock, e,

O.E. Schrock Builders & Remodelers
The key to better living since 1966

1011 E. Columbia ¢ Arthur, lllinois

217-543-3725

www.oeschrock.com

a tornado made of candy
sprinkles. Weird, huh.

Last night at our church
Worship Team practice, there
were 2 patriotic songs on the
playlist for Sunday, and being
the drummer, I am respon-
sible for setting the tempo
(aka: mood /beat) of the song.
Trilling a roll across the snare,
the heavy beat of the bass, and
the crisp crash of the cymbal
actually gave me chills up my
spine. The words that crossed
my lips, “God bless America,
land that I love,” oh, how I
meant them. How I prayed
that God restore this country,
that it's people would fall to
their knees and pray. Tears
ran out of the sides of my eyes
and dripped down my face.
Expectant excitement, with
urgency and loyalty. I am
grateful to be from the great-
est country in the world. I
only wish that America would
put God first and see the great
healing move across this land.

Monday will come. There
will be memorial programs
at graveyards. Salutes, em-
blems laid before the un-
known soldiers, rifles, shots,
hot brass casings falling onto
the freshly cut grass. A field
full of small American flags
waving with the breeze as
“Taps” reminds us all of the
service men and women who
no longer stand beside us,
or hold their grandchild’s
hand. A lump-in-the-throat
excitement....a pinwheel in
the tummy excitement....an
excitement that makes the
heart beat double.

Emotions are crazy things.
Sometimes we feel such a
great rush of emotion we
don’t quite know exactly what
we are feeling. We just feel.
It’s called being overwhelmed
with emotion. Don’t try to
figure it out. Just take deep
breaths, and picture yourself
in a hammock on the beach,
listening to the waves.

In this world, there is bad
news and good news. The
bad news; nothing lasts for-
ever. The good news; nothing
lasts forever. That should
excite you.

Little Dozing Service, Inc.

2 miles southwest of Villa Grove

¢ General Dozing

¢ Brush Removal Ditch Work
¢ Excavating

¢ Soil Conservation Work

Free Estimate, 832-9511

¢ Dozers
¢ Backhoes
o Scrapers

ALL * PRO
Heating * AL

Plumbing
LLLC 2

Locally
& Veteran
Owned

122 W. Sale St.
Tuscola, I1.

17-599-1046

Business and

are ready to serve you.

DIRECTORY

The following Business and Professional People

Professional

Call for their services.

EYE CARE

THIS COULD BE YOUR AD!
ADVERTISE (N THE VG NEWS
AND THE SCC TOPAY

NEWSPAPERS

& Reach up to 5000 customezs
Call Jamie
AT THE VG NEWS OFFICE
832-4201 or
email - vgads@mediacombb.net
Jfor more information on
AFFORDABLE ADVERTISING

CHITTICK
FAMILY
EYE CARE

* Adult & Pediatric Eye Care

« Contact Lenses

¢ Custom Vision Correction

* Digital Retinal Exam

* Glaucoma detection & management
10 West Adams ¢ Villa Grove, IL 61956
Office: 832-2111 Hours: Mon - Fri 8 - 5

Medicare assignments accepted/Health Alliance Provider

PRINT

VETERINARY SERVICES

Villa Grove News
5-7S. Main Street,
Villa Grove, IL
Phone: 832-4201

All your print job needs:
Business Cards
Raffle Tickets
Envelopes
Copies and Faxes
and more

Four Counties Mobile
Veterinary Services

Kathleen M. Mcmanamon, DVM

House and Farm Calls
Small Animal and Equine

Hours:
Monday-Friday, Noon-8 p.m.
Saturday, By Appointment

Phone: (217) 834-3472




