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WISE AND
OTHERWISE

By Kent A. Stock

Fashionably Challenged

I guess I am not a fashioni-
sta or perhaps it is because I
am approaching geezerhood
but there are certain fashion
trends I just don’t get today.
This one is mostly for the
young ladies but I have seen
the young men wearing them
too. What is the them? Torn
jeans. Yes, jeans you don’t
accidentally tear a hole in
but ones you go to the store
to buy pre-shredded at a ri-
diculous price.

They are all the rage, all the
kids are wearing them and all
the kids look dumb. Sorry,
I have said it, youngsters,
grandpa here is calling you
out on this fashion nonsense.
Back in my day, did I really
just write that, the only torn
jeans we were allowed to

wear were worn out jeans
which we cut off to make
shorts. AND WE LIKED IT!

If they are not buying the
raggedy jeans then women
of all ages are buying the
shirts/blouses/ tops with the
shoulders cut out. You have
a sleeve, you have a big hole
where your shoulders say
peek-a-boo, then the rest of
your top. Ijust don’t get the
hole. Are your shoulders
crying out for oxygen? Isita
comfort thing? Did you bend
to peer pressure? I need to
know!

So we have the gals run-
ning around in torn jeans
and shirts but, in the interest
of equal time, I won't leave
the guys out. Dudes, why
are you wearing sandals with
socks? Not just good, old

American white socks but
colored socks. So black or
navy blue socks that reach up
to the knees and tan sandals
are a good look? I'm the one
supposed to be wearing sup-
port hose, not you.

Of course, everyone’s foot-
wear of choice, year round
nowadays, is thong sandals.
My father, who owned a shoe
store, would not condone
wearing these all the time,
especially the younger kids,
because they lacked support.

I don’t condone wearing
them because I am flip-flop

challenged. Cont. on pg.7

Holding It All Together

by Amy McCollom

Spies, Lies, and Thighs

Last weekend I was either
going to be a hero, or make a
fool out of myself. But, bet-
ter safe than sorry, they say.
At least I didn’t involve the
authorities.

It all started with a text
message that I received from
my brother. I was babysitting
my granddaughters at the
time and couldn’t really leave
the house unless I packed
everyone up, and that would
have been quite the endeavor
considering how my back
was having spasms and I had
twisted my ankle slightly on
the basement stairs earlier.
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~ FIRST UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
1 South Pine Street,

Villa Grove, Illinois
Wheelchair Accessible
Where Lives are Changed!
Pastor Jerry L. Conner
Church 832-7071
Residence 832-8577
Sunday School—10:00 a.m.
Worship Service—10:00 a.m
Evening Evangelistic
Service—6:30 p.m.
Monday
Ist one of each month
Ladies Auxiliary, 7:00 p.m.
Monday —Friday
Ladies Prayer Group—9:00 a.m.
Tuesday
Youth Service—7:00-8:00 p.m.
Thursday
Bible Study —7:30 p.m.
Free Home Bible Study
We welcome you to worship with
us in all of our services
VICTORY CHURCH
100 E. Second St ® Camargo,
[llinois 61919
Pastor—Duane Piercy
Church 832-8398,
Email
info@victorychurch life
Web Page: victorychurch.life
Find us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram
Service Times
Sunday
Adult Sunday School —
9-9:45 a.m.

Soul Cafe- 9am-9:45
Worship & Service—10:00 a.m.
RUSH Youth Group
Ist & 3rd Sunday 5-7pm
Celebrate Recovery
7:15pm
Wednesday
Men's & Women's Bible
Study-6:30-8 p.m.
Thursday
Prayer Group—6:00-7:00 p.m.
Worship Team 7:00-8:00 p.m.
American Sign Language Avail-
able » Wheelchair accessible ¢
Nursery Care ® Sports Ministries
* Motorcycle Ministry

LIVING HOPE
FELLOWSHIP
(An Independent New Testament
Church)

South of Villa Grove on Rt. 130
Pastor Randy Walters
Phone: 217-218-9001

Elder — Pete Lake, 832-2400
Sunday Worship Service —

10 a.m.
Communion is observed
each week.
Children’s Church:
pre-school through fourth grade
For transportation to any service
call: 217-218-3217
Church facility is
wheelchair accessible
“Room for everyone. Enough
love to go around.”
VILLA GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
“Growing Closer to the Heart of God”
302 Second St., Villa Grove
Pastor—Rev. Sandi Hire
Church 832-3971
Summer Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9am - noon
Email: secretary.vgumc@yahoo.com
Website: www.vgumcweb.org
Find us on Facebook for upcoming events
Sunday
9:15 am Sunday School
For All Ages
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Child care available during
Worship
Open Communion first Sunday
of each month
Walkers are welcome Monday-
Friday during office hours in the
Henson New Life Center
Quilters- contact the office for
opportunities to join our quilters
Community Vacation Bible-

School
“ROAR!” -
Safari Celebration!
July 7-11 Open to All Ages

Save the dates and watch for
more information

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
“Come Rejoice With Us”
701 N. Sycamore Street Villa Grove
Phone (217) 832-5231
Fax (217) 832-9348
website: www.fccvg.com
e-mail: fccvg@frontier.com
Minister —Mike Zylstra
e-mail:fccvgmin@frontier.com
Morning Worship—9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Celebration
9:30a.m.

Age 4-5th Grade
Sunday Morning
Celebration Leaders:
Cecile Cassida & Seth Shunk
Sunday School—10:45 a.m.
Jumior HighYouth Group (Grades 6-8)
Ist & 3rd Sunday 5-6pm
High School Youth Group(Grades 9-12)
Ist & 3rd Sundays, 6-7:30pm
Youth Group Leader: Brenda Logan
Nursery care at all services.
Open Communion offered each Sunday

CAMARGO UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
103 E. Main Street
P.O. Box 122, Camargo, IL 61919
Church—832-9388
e-mail: umccamargo@gmail.com
Office Hours:

Tuesday and Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Pastor - Lenny Summar
Traditional Worship - 9:15 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 10:30
"Come just as you are to worship"
Open Communion first Sunday
of each month
Prayer Group - Meets after
Sunday Service

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH
208 N. Pine Stret, Villa Grove
Pastor -Rev. Aloy Ndeanaefo
Office: 832-8352
Hours: M-F 8:30am-1:30pm
Email: villagrove hume @gmail.com
website: sacredheartandstmichael.com
Mass Times: Saturday: 4pm
Sunday 10:00am
Sunday @ St. Michaels in Hume
8:00am
PSR:
Wed Eve 1st - 8th grade 6:30 - 7:20
and 9th - 12th 7:30 - 8:30 pm.

Still, I was filled with concern
when I read my brother’s en-
crypted text message and my
mind was smoking, trying to
figure it all out.

The message read: “Beauti-
ful b the Guggenheim”, then it
had an emoji that looked like
it was sleeping and the letters
“ers” after that. On the next
line there were a bunch of let-
ters and numbers randomly
placed that I could not figure
out “Lhi8 klee90 rOkhklier4
53fd. It startled me.

My brother had never sent
me a message like this, espe-
cially an encrypted one. He
was always very particular
about what he sent out, and
always used correct grammar
and punctuation. My brother
was a doctor, AND lawyer.
He has travelled all over the
world, working for Samari-
tans Purse, to Africa, and even
adopted a child from Ethiopia.
He has friends in India, the
Philippines, Africa, Guam,
Russia, and many other plac-
es. Heis prominent in his field
and community, the head of
several committees, and even
rubs elbows with politicians.
He has given advice to politi-
cal decision makers regarding
healthcare reform. He did
a fellowship at Georgetown
University in Washington
D.C. specifically in health care
reform. He has taken part in
re-writing health care policies
for certain established entities
in Illinois, as well as writing a
book, along with Dr. Bradley,
called, “The Physicians Pocket
Lawyer.”

It was clear to me after I
thought about all that my
brother does and has done
what this encrypted text mes-
sage must mean. He had
been kidnapped! He must
have realized that I would be
smart enough to figure out a
code in his message, and could
somehow find his location or
be able to name his captors.
Wow. And I was right in the
middle of getting the baby to
sleep. My heart began to race.
My brother’s life could be in
my hands!

I carefully laid the semi-
conscious baby down next to
me, and picked up my laptop.
I Googled the phrase, “beauti-
ful b the Guggenheim,” but
gotnothing. ThenIlooked up
just Guggenheim. I honestly
didn’t know that much about
it, other than it has been in a
lot of action movies and it is
an art museum. Turns out
there is another one, in Venice,
started by Gugenheim’s niece.
Could it be that his captors are
taking him to Venice? Perhaps

the captors are from Venice.
Maybe they have links to the
Italian Mob. Guggenheim
sounds German. Mmm hmm,
Nazis. But the Guggenheim is
in New York City. SoIlooked
up the address of the Guggen-
heim in New York.

But what if my brother is a
spy? Have all those vacations
he has gone on been lies? Is
he secretly asking me to join
him in New York at the Gug-
genheim? Is that what this
sleeper emoji is referring to?
Is he a sleeper spy? Maybe
his whole family is in on it.
I tried to call his wife, but it
went to voicemail. I didn’t
dare leave a message. What
if I was wrong, or what if they
all were kidnapped or what if
she didn’t know my brother
was a spy? I couldn’t exactly
say, “Um, hi. I got this strange
message, so did somebody get
kidnapped, or do you guys
want me to join your spy
ring?” That would be weird.

Ineeded advice. So I called
my 15-year old son over to
look at the message. He has
read a lot of books about
spies, and war, and codes, and
played lots of video games,
plus he is pretty current on
today’s lingo and sayings. He
looked at the message intent-
ly, then said, “I don’t know.
Never seen anything like that.
Maybe he butt dialed you.”

“No, how can you butt
dial an encrypted message
and a sentence at that!?” He
shrugged his shoulders and
walked away. His twin sister
ran in, anxious to be a part of
it all, and said, “Let me see!”

She then said, “Mom, that’s
a butt dial.” And she, too
walked away:.

I still wasn’t convinced,
because of my abundance of
caution and my wild imagi-
nation and my love for Sean
Connery movies.

I finally decided to text back
to see what would happen, so
I sent a simple message that
just said, “Your last message
was confusing. Please clarify.”

It wasn’t until the next
morning that I got a reply. I
wondered through the night
and even dreamed some curi-
ous dreams that startled me
awake. But in the end, my
brother texted back and said,
“Sorry, I guess I thigh dialed
you. Ihad my phone in my
front pocket while I was driv-
ing yesterday.”

I was actually a little disap-
pointed he wasn’t a spy after
all.
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Heating » AL
Plumbing
LLLC

217-599-1046

Locally
& Veteran

122 W. Sale St.
Tuscola, II.

Business and Professional

DIRECTORY

The following Business and Professional People
are ready to serve you. Call for their services.

EYE CARE

THIS COULD BE YOUR AB!
ADVERTISE IN THE VG NEWS
AND THE SCC TOPAY

NEWSPAPERS

& Reach up to 5000 customezs
Call Jamie
AT THE VG NEWS OFFICE
832-4201 or
email - vgads@mediacombb.net
Jfor more information on
AFFORDABLE ADVERTISING

PRINT

CHITTICK
FAMILY
EYE CARE

* Adult & Pediatric Eye Care

« Contact Lenses

¢ Custom Vision Correction

* Digital Retinal Exam

¢ Glaucoma detection & management
10 West Adams ¢ Villa Grove, IL 61956
Office: 832-2111 Hours: Mon - Fri 8 - 5

Medicare assignments accepted/Health Alliance Provider

VETERINARY SERVICES

Villa Grove News
5-7S. Main Street,
Villa Grove, IL
Phone: 832-4201
All your print job needs:
Business Cards
Raffle Tickets
Envelopes

Copies and Faxes
and more

Four Counties Mobile
Veterinary Services

Kathleen M. Mcmanamon, DVM

House and Farm Calls
Small Animal and Equine

Hours:
Monday-Friday, Noon-8 p.m.
Saturday, By Appointment

Phone: (217) 834-3472




