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WISE AND
OTHERWISE

By Kent A. Stock

Don’t go near the water

With summertime comes
the season of getting out and
about to do things. Many
of you will get out by the
water, on the water and in
the water. I have to admit
I like the first two and the
third is okay but I don’t care
for it as much as when I was
younger.

There is a soothing qual-
ity relaxing on a beach chair
listening to the waves hit the
sand or being gently rocked
back and forth in a boat on
the lake. Of course, then
you have people who want
to spoil all that relaxing and
insist you “do” watery ac-
tivities. Really because I'd
rather you leave me and the
peaceful water alone; thank
you very much.

I'know I write a lot about
being clumsy which is sort of
true but in my youth I was
really pretty athletic. Iliken
it to someone like Mel Tillis
who stuttered when he talk-
ed but when he sang the stut-
ter went away. I was pretty
quick and nimble when I was
up and moving about. It was
when things slowed down
problems arose. “That Stock
boy sure could run but, yes,
that was also him that fell
over and busted his noggin
while taking off his spikes.”

Of course, that all went
out the window once you
took me off dry land and
put me in the water. I could
passably “swim” but that
was about it. For one thing,
I can’t keep water out of my
nose even with plugs. I think
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my septum or whatever is
deviant. It's something like
that but don’t press me on it
because I'm not Mr. Science.

“It’s all in your mind,”
everyone would tell me.
Really, is that why half the
water in Lake Shelbyville, a
bluegill and a water ski just
came out of my lungs? I re-
member going to the Tuscola
pool for swimming lessons
where I started drowning
while standing next to the
pool. “Why is this kid gasp-
ing for air, he isn’t even in
the water yet?”

I gave most water related
activities, yes I bowed to
peer pressure, a chance. Wa-
ter skiing being one, snorkel-
ing, and diving off tall things
were others. I determined
that those things are best left
to others. I'll read a book
while baby shark gnaws on
your toes or that water ski
smacks you in the head.

I remember going with
my friends to the beach and
they were all going to go
parasailing. They started to
insist I come along, float in
the air above the beach and
then land on a postage stamp
size dock thingy bouncing
around in the middle of the
ocean.

They looked at me, I
looked at them and we all
decided that it would be
best to prop me up in a deck
chair with a book and a cool
beverage while remaining a
spectator on this one. My
deviated septum and I truly
appreciated that.

Little Dozing Service, Inc.

2 miles southwest of Villa Grove

* General Dozing

¢ Brush Removal Ditch Work
¢ Excavating

¢ Soil Conservation Work

Free Estimate, 832-9511

* Dozers
¢ Backhoes
e Scrapers

Holding It All Together

by Amy McCollom

Southern Nights

I keep hearing it some-
where in the crevices, the
deep recesses of my mind.
That song. I was a kid, but
I was a dreamer, so the song
spoke to me. Ilonged to expe-
rience those Southern Nights
that Glenn Campbell sang
beautifully about; the whis-
tling trees with familiar tunes
on the breeze still beckon me.

So good, were those nights,
they could be experienced
even with your eyes closed.
And the southern skies, their
glorious beauty the backdrop
for ancient tales down the
bloodline. Old and young,
the continuity of renewed
life will never wear out or
grow old.

When I got older, I had the
opportunity to live in a south-
ern state for a while. The
skies were different than here,
a deeper blue, that didn’t fade
to pale blue at the horizon.
The sunsets went from purple
to gold to amber to red. The
golden eagles soared along
with us on vast stretches of
empty highway. The night
sky was always clear as a cost-
ly sapphire, and you could
see for miles and miles, all the
big city lights in the distance
compared to fireflies perched
on a bush.

The part I miss most about
those days isn’tjust the song.
It's not the friends I used to
know. It’s not the uplifting
music, and the great artists

that performed them. What
I miss most is the time I had
to notice and enjoy such plea-
sures that were right there in
front of me.

As time goes faster, my life
gets busier and busier. My
days quickly get filled up
with chores, tasks, duties,
obligations, and housework.
If there is any spare time, I
try to use it wisely, reading
the Bible, or books that will
teach me something. It is a
good thing, though, to be re-
minded of the simpler times
when you noticed the sky, or
the breeze, or the song of the
trees. I hope I never forget
those southern nights.

Let Freedom Ring: Arthur Celebration
set for June 29

The celebration planned
for Saturday, June 29 might
just be the biggest yet combin-
ing the community’s annual
Freedom Celebration Parade
and the largest fireworks dis-
play in central Illinois.

This year’s parade theme is
“American Heroes” and will
salute the men and women of
the Arthur American Legion
Post #479.

Two special 6-horse hitches
will be featured in this year’s
parade. The first team is Tim
Berry of Villa Grove and the
second is Duane Hersch-
berger from Missouri. They
will trott through the parade
route starting at 2:00 pm and
then will follow up at the end
of the parade at a walk.

The parade, which starts
at 2 p.m., will wind its way
through downtown Arthur.

Restaurants downtown
and along Route 133 will be
open to feed the crowd and
local merchants will be offer-

ing special deals at the many
different shops and busi-
nesses. A special Freedom
Celebration Flea Market will
be held at 127 North Vine
Street downtown from 8-3pm.

At4 p.m. the festivities then
move down to the Moultrie-
Douglas County Fairgrounds
for the largest fireworks dis-
play in central Illinois.

There will be live music,

food, pony rides, kids’ activi-
ties, skydivers and powered
parachutes all leading up to
some of the largest shells, the
most unique fireballs, ground
displays and one of a kind
pyrotechnics you will not see
anywhere else.

You may call the Arthur
Welcome Center at 217-543-
2242 for more information,
visit

~ FIRST UNITED LIVING HOPE
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
1 South Pine Street, (An Independent New Testament
Villa Grove, Illinois Church)
Wheelchair Accessible South of Villa Grove on Rt. 130
Where Lives are Changed! Pastor Randy Walters

Pastor Jerry L. Conner
Church 832-7071
Residence 832-8577
Sunday School—10:00 a.m.
Worship Service—10:00 a.m
Evening Evangelistic
Service—6:30 p.m.
Monday
Ist one of each month
Ladies Auxiliary, 7:00 p.m.
Monday —Friday
Ladies Prayer Group—9:00 a.m.
Tuesday
Youth Service—7:00-8:00 p.m.
Thursday
Bible Study —7:30 p.m.
Free Home Bible Study
We welcome you to worship with
us in all of our services
VICTORY CHURCH
100 E. Second St ® Camargo,
[llinois 61919
Pastor—Duane Piercy
Church 832-8398,

Email
info@victorychurch life
Web Page: victorychurch.life
Find us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram
Service Times
Sunday
Adult Sunday School —
9-9:45 a.m.

Soul Cafe- 9am-9:45
Worship & Service—10:00 a.m.
RUSH Youth Group
Ist & 3rd Sunday 5-7pm
Celebrate Recovery
7:15pm
Wednesday
Men's & Women's Bible
Study-6:30-8 p.m.
Thursday
Prayer Group—6:00-7:00 p.m.
Worship Team 7:00-8:00 p.m.
American Sign Language Avail-
able » Wheelchair accessible ¢
Nursery Care ® Sports Ministries
* Motorcycle Ministry

Phone: 217-218-9001
Elder — Pete Lake, 832-2400
Sunday Worship Service —

10 a.m.
Communion is observed
each week.
Children’s Church:
pre-school through fourth grade
For transportation to any service
call: 217-218-3217
Church facility is
wheelchair accessible
“Room for everyone. Enough
love to go around.”
VILLA GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
“Growing Closer to the Heart of God”
302 Second St., Villa Grove
Pastor—Rev. Sandi Hire
Church 832-3971
Summer Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9am - noon
Email: secretary.vgumc@yahoo.com
Website: www.vgumcweb.org
Find us on Facebook for upcoming events
Sunday
9:15 am Sunday School
For All Ages
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Child care available during
Worship
Open Communion first Sunday
of each month
Walkers are welcome Monday-
Friday during office hours in the
Henson New Life Center
Quilters- contact the office for
opportunities to join our quilters
Community Vacation Bible-

School
“ROAR!” -
Safari Celebration!
July 7-11 Open to All Ages

Save the dates and watch for
more information

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
“Come Rejoice With Us”
701 N. Sycamore Street Villa Grove
Phone (217) 832-5231
Fax (217) 832-9348
website: www.fccvg.com
e-mail: fccvg@frontier.com
Minister —Mike Zylstra
e-mail:fccvgmin@frontier.com
Morning Worship—9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Celebration
9:30a.m.

Age 4-5th Grade
Sunday Morning
Celebration Leaders:
Cecile Cassida & Seth Shunk
Sunday School—10:45 a.m.
Jumior HighYouth Group (Grades 6-8)
Ist & 3rd Sunday 5-6pm
High School Youth Group(Grades 9-12)
Ist & 3rd Sundays, 6-7:30pm
Youth Group Leader: Brenda Logan
Nursery care at all services.
Open Communion offered each Sunday

CAMARGO UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
103 E. Main Street
P.O. Box 122, Camargo, IL 61919
Church—832-9388
e-mail: umccamargo@gmail.com
Office Hours:

Tuesday and Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Pastor - Lenny Summar
Traditional Worship - 9:15 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 10:30
"Come just as you are to worship"
Open Communion first Sunday
of each month
Prayer Group - Meets after
Sunday Service

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH
208 N. Pine Stret, Villa Grove
Pastor -Rev. Aloy Ndeanaefo
Office: 832-8352
Hours: M-F 8:30am-1:30pm
Email: villagrove hume @gmail.com
website: sacredheartandstmichael.com
Mass Times: Saturday: 4pm
Sunday 10:00am
Sunday @ St. Michaels in Hume
8:00am
PSR:
Wed Eve 1st - 8th grade 6:30 - 7:20
and 9th - 12th 7:30 - 8:30 pm.
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102 N, Sycamore Yilla Grove, IL (217) 832-2361

2 MEDIUM

. Two Medium (14”) Thin Crust Pizzas

with One Topping* each

For Just $22.99

s, Make it 2 Larges For Just $28.99
gﬁ % Make It A Pleaser w/ Salad & Soda
For Just $6.50 More!

*Extra Toppings, Extra Cheese or Premium Blend Cheeses
Available For An Additional Charge

Offer available at Villa Grove Monical's Pizza location only. No sshstitutians. Mok valid with any cther ofer. Valid for Dine-ln, Carry-out or Delivery.
Belivery charge opphes. Limited delivery arca & hours, Gther restictions may spphy.
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Plumbing
LLC

atrd

Heating » AL

217-599-1046

Locally
& Veteran

122 W. Sale St.
Tuscola, II.

Business and Professional

DIRECTORY

The following Business and Professional People
are ready to serve you. Call for their services.

EYE CARE

THIS COULD BE YOUR AB!
ADVERTISE IN THE VG NEWS
AND THE SCC TOPAY

NEWSPAPERS

& Reach up to 5000 customezs
Call Jamie
AT THE VG NEWS OFFICE
832-4201 or
email - vgads@mediacombb.net
Jfor more information on
AFFORDABLE ADVERTISING

PRINT

CHITTICK
FAMILY
EYE CARE

* Adult & Pediatric Eye Care

« Contact Lenses

¢ Custom Vision Correction

* Digital Retinal Exam

¢ Glaucoma detection & management
10 West Adams ¢ Villa Grove, IL 61956
Office: 832-2111 Hours: Mon - Fri 8 - 5

Medicare assignments accepted/Health Alliance Provider

VETERINARY SERVICES

Villa Grove News
5-7S. Main Street,
Villa Grove, IL
Phone: 832-4201
All your print job needs:
Business Cards
Raffle Tickets
Envelopes

Copies and Faxes
and more

Four Counties Mobile
Veterinary Services

Kathleen M. Mcmanamon, DVM

House and Farm Calls
Small Animal and Equine

Hours:
Monday-Friday, Noon-8 p.m.
Saturday, By Appointment

Phone: (217) 834-3472




