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Managing Farm Economics Eleanor Schumacher

With one of the wettest springs 
in state history, 2019 has been a 
soggy planting season. Ask any 
farmer how the abundant rain has 
affected their operation, you’ll hear 
about fields planted twice, three 
times, or not at all. As so many 
fields sat wet and inaccessible this 
spring and planting deadlines ap-
proached, USDA released a “pre-
vent plant” program, incentivizing 
farmers to let fields lay fallow, or 
plant them with cover crops. This 
program has given many fields 
and farmers a fresh opportunity to 
take their soil health to new levels.
Highland High School’s FFA Plot 
was one such field, usually planted 
in a corn and soybeans rotation. 
This year, agriculture educator Re-
nee Barr and plot managers Syler 
and Shawn Hogg decided to turn 
this wet season into an educational 
experience for the whole com-
munity by teaming up with Da-
vid Kleinschmidt of Progressive 
Agronomy Consulting Services. 
The entire five-acre agriculture 
education field has been planted in 
an 18-way cover crop mix which 
will be publicly demonstrated at 
5 pm on Tuesday, September 10th 
at David Kleinschmidt’s “Man-
aging Farm Economics and Soil 
Productivity” event. “David and I 
have the same philosophy – we’re 
soils nerds,” says Barr. “This proj-
ect takes a sour farming year and 
turns it into an educational activity 
AND improves our soil health.” 
With help from NRCS soil scientist 
Bryan Fitch, Kleinschmidt extract-
ed soil cores from the Highland 
High School farm plot and noticed 
the soil was poor. “This is where 
change begins,” says Kleinschmidt, 
“It’s understandable that farmers 
are nervous about taking risks, and 
it’s hard to take the jump. I learned 
from Renee that if it weren’t for 
seed and chemical donations, these 
five acres would never turn a profit. 
That’s the purpose of our event in 
September – to physically show 
how this cover crop and no-till sys-
tem can generate soils capable of 
producing better, healthier crops.” 
Barr agrees with Kleinschmidt, 
“When we show improvement 
on our soil in a few years, it can 
show farmers the benefits. I want 

to show students too – it’s not al-
ways about the chemicals. Now 
we’re going to see what hap-
pens when we work with nature.”
When it comes to conservation 
agronomy, David Kleinschmidt is 
a true ground-breaker. Graduat-
ing from SIU Carbondale with a 
major in Ag Business Econom-
ics and a career start in ag retail 
sales, David decided to venture 
out on his own with Progressive 
Agronomy Consulting Services. 
“In the drought of 2012, I sold a lot 
of cover crops to farmers looking 
to prevent nutrient loss from fields 
that couldn’t produce. I started 
noticing the more I used cover 
crops, the more I saw a decrease in 
plant stress. Crops weren’t as fast 
to show nutrient deficiency, had 
fewer weeds to compete with, and 
more water was available later in 
the season, when the crops needed 
it. That network of roots puts the 
pore space back into the soil, cre-
ating a crop-supporting structure 
that can breathe AND deliver wa-
ter and nutrients. When we nurture 
soil rather than rip it apart, it can 
function as intended – it becomes 
more productive and life-giving.”
Now a full-time conservation 
agronomist, Kleinschmidt notices 
a lot of fascinating things that 
cover crops do and he takes every 
opportunity to share his knowl-
edge with the public. “We all need 
mentors, so I partnered with Un-
derstanding Ag and Soil Health 
Academy. This gives me and local 
farmers in my community a chance 
to bounce ideas off of experts 
without fear of being judged.”
One such expert is Rick Clark, 2019 
American Soybean Association 
award winner, who farms 7,000 
acres of cash crops in west-central 
Indiana. After years of experimen-
tation, Clark converted his entire 
operation to a no-till system with a 
diverse crop rotation that includes 
a wide variety of cover crops. “I’m 
not trying to say my system is bet-
ter than anyone else’s. I’m just say-
ing that the system I’m working on 
is working for me and my farm, 
and I think it could work for other 
farms,” says Clark, “We have got 
to figure out a way to stop this ero-
sion and losing our topsoil, because 

it’s not coming back.” Clark will be 
a featured speaker at the Highland 
High School Event on September 
10th, and will explain his sys-
tem of farming and the benefits it 
has brought his farm and family.
“Managing Farm Economics and 
Soil Productivity” is open to the 
public and free of charge. The 
event will begin at 5 pm at the 
Highland Highschool agricultural 
demonstration plot just south of 
Highland High School on Route 
160. At the plot parking lot, David 
Kleinschmidt will operate a Rain-
fall Simulator and perform a slake 
test to demonstrate soil aggregate 
stability. Then Kleinschmidt will 
discuss the 18-way cover crop mix 
no-tilled in the plot, and some of 
the “invisible magic” taking place 
under the soil. “There’s so much 
to talk about – so much you can’t 
see underground, like how differ-
ently crops respond to weather and 
pressure systems when soil is at top 
function. You might notice after a 
high-pressure system, corn seems 
to have grown 6 inches overnight. 
When there’s more porosity in 
the soil, water and nutrients flow 
better for better plant uptake,” 
Kleinschmidt says. “Low pressure 
systems also cause a plant boost. 
Plants breath through stomatas, 
95% of which are on the underside 
of the leaves. Low pressure systems 
cause a carbon-dioxide release 
from the soil, which plants inhale 
and grow, above and below the soil. 
But with cover crops, carbon-diox-
ide is captured. Rather than being 
released freely into the atmosphere, 
it goes right into the plant, which 
works further down into the soil, 
feeding the essential bio-organ-
isms and building organic matter.” 
The second half of the program 
moves into Highland High School’s 
Shop Room, where Rick Clark will 
present “Farm Economics – Ef-
ficient Conservation on a Large-
Scale Farm”. His talk centers 
around feasibility of a soil-building 
system, and the how-to’s of mak-
ing soil-health practices profitable. 
He’ll talk about his crop-rotation, 
and how he arrived at his current 
cover crop cocktail, the “gunsling-
er”. “Some of the crops in his gun-
slinger mix are some of my favor-

ite cover crops. He uses sorghum 
sudangrass which has an effect of 
promoting a beneficial mycorrhi-
zal fungi network that works to 
extend root reach deeper into the 
soil for more nutrient and water 
access,” Kleinschmidt explains.
This spring, when it seemed the 
rain would never end, Madison 
County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District hosted an Agricultural 
Steering Committee meeting, in-
viting Kleinschmidt to present as 
a guest speaker. Local farmer and 
Madison County Farm Bureau Di-
rector Kevin Rutz decided to test 
Kleinschmidt’s claim that fields 
with growing cover crops would 
be ready to plant sooner than satu-
rated,  muddy fields that had been 
tilled just before storms. “We had 
just had a lot of rain, and my cereal 
rye was tall. I went out into that field 
and low and behold, it was ready 
for no-till. The cover crops took-up 
the water, and the soil was ready.”
The “Managing Farm Econom-
ics and Soil Productivity” event 
will be hosted with support from 
Madison County Soil & Water 
Conservation District and Madi-
son County Planning and Devel-
opment. Catered dinner will be 
served at 7:30 pm. Registration 
is limited and those interested 
in attending should call David 
Kleinschmidt at (217) 370-3799 
by Wednesday, September 4th.

David Kleinschmidt shows drilled 
rows of cover crops popping-up 
through terminated winter cover 
on Highland high School 5-acre 

agricultural demo field. 

FOR RENT:  Newer Luxury Apart-
ments & Townhomes.  4 Great 
Locations in Highland.  3 Bdrm. 
- 2 Bath Apartments & 2 Bdrm. 
(1.5-2 bath) Townhomes.  Rang-
ing from 1,100 - 1,400 sq. ft.  
These large units are beautifully 
appointed with many ameni-
ties.  Starting at ONLY $715 
per month.  Visit Wilkendevel-
opment.com or call 618-830-
4985. 21-3-tfC**
FOR SALE:  Time is running out 
. New law in Illinois, in under 
six months you won’t be able to 
buy a gun from a privatae party 
anymore. Brand new in box Glock 
model 22, 40 Cal, Gen 4 handgun 
perfect for people w/ large hands. 
618-971-6316
FOR SALE:  50 gal. transfer fuel 
tank w/ attached tool box, alumi-
num, gas or diesel, $450. 618-
978-9069

FOR SALE:  33” Super Genesis 
cruiser bicycle. Like new $100 
OBO. Call 288-4547. 
FOR SALE:  D.P.  Pacer 200 ex-
cercise bike, real good shape. $50 
Call 288-4547.

FOR SALE:  70 ft + vinyl planking 
med. brown. Perfect for bathroom, 
4$40. 36 ft. of 13”X13” porcelain 
polished tile originally cost $8.29 
per ft. $35. 618-978-9069

FOR SALE:  Fastway sway bar 
assembly. FA92-00-0800 used 6 
mos, $300. Firestone HT Trans-
force LT 275/70/R18, $300 lots 
of tread. 618-610-5306.

FOR SALE:  Truck bed tool box 
aluminum, good shape, $100. 
618-978-9069
FOR SALE:  Honda Goldwing 1500 
Interstate. Very good condition. 
$3,500. Call for details. 618-210-
3953.
FOR SALE:  Cemetery Lot, Tren-
ton, Illinois. Lot 101 spaces 1-4 
are available for purchase. 618-
651-0420.
FOR SALE:  Weslo Cadence DL-
15 space saver tredmill. Like new 
$100 OBO. Call 288-4547.
FOR SALE:  9 or 10 boxes of good 
things for a yard sale or family use. 
$75 OBO.Call 288-4547.
FOR SALE:  wood & metal com-
puter desk. Like new $75 OBO. 
Call 288-4547.
FOR SALE:  Utility white cabinet w/ 
wheels $300 OBO. Call 288-4547.
FOR SALE:  roofing tools , 2 nail-
ers, 2 roofing shovels, 2 ladder 
board stands, $200. 618-978-
9069
FOR SALE:  Three male eletrical 
plugs, 30-A - 125 V three prong, 
30 A 125/250V 4 pront, 20 A 
125/250 4 prong. All are brand 
new, never used. Cost $20 ea. 
retail, sell lfor $10 ea., firm. 618-
971-6316
FOR SALE:  Granite, 1 1/8 thick x 
30” long x 25” wide. Beautiful pink 
with gray & black mixed color . $30 
firm.618-971-6316
FOR SALE:  Brand new unfinished 
walnut gun stock & forearm. Fits 
model 1906 Winchester 22 rifle. 
$30 firm. 618-971-6316
GILBERT’S SALE YARD MA-
CHINERY CONSIGNMENT SALE, 
September 9,9:00 A.M. Adver-
tising Deadline August 23. No 
Small Items, Tires after August 
30. CONSIGN TODAY, 641-398-
2218, Hwy 218, Floyd, IA, www.
gilbertsaleyard.com. (MCN)
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR 
BOAT to Heritage For The Blind, 
Free 3 day vacation, tax deduct-
ible, free towing, all paperwork 
taken care of.  Call 1-855-977-
7030. (MCN)


