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(See LOVE, HONOR, SERVE, page 8)

I truly believe in building 
great character young men 

and women,
PHS HEAD COACH JOSEPH RIVERA

“

”

By Manuel Azocar III

LOVE, HONOR, SERVE
H aving worked out the kinks of flashing the Mavs’ ‘Hook’ Em’ sign, former Texas A&M 

Aggie Joseph Rivera is implementing his philosophy of Love, Honor and Serve into the 
athletic program as the newest Maverick AD and Head Football Coach. “My coaching 

philosophy is built around developing the young student-athletes of Pearsall ISD into men and 
women of empathy and integrity who are 
going to go out and change the world for 
good,” Rivera said. “I truly believe in build-
ing great character young men and women.”

Rivera is a 2000 graduate of Samuel 
Clemens High School in Schertz and was a 
captain on the 1998 and ‘99 Buffalo football 
teams. He was a wingback and corner on 
the ‘99 team that lost to Port Neches Groves 
in the state semifinals, the first team in 
school history to accomplish that feat. 

Upon graduation, Rivera attended Texas A&M-College Station, earning 
his degree in 2005 and finding his way back to his alma mater for his first 
coaching stint.

“I learned alot of my football knowledge and how to get the most out of 
kids from the same coaches who coached me growing up,” he says. 

He was at Clemens for eight years, serving 
as an assistant football and baseball coach and 
assistant track coach until 2013 when he was 
hired at Corsicana High School as the assistant 
head coach and defensive coordinator. 

“I’ve preached my life philosophy from my 
first day here in Pearsall and that’s ‘Love, serve 
and honor’, Rivera said. “These are things that 
I can control on a daily basis no matter the 
circumstances going around.”

Rivera’s passion for his philosophy is evident as he further expands on it.  
“I love what I do, I love my family, I love my God and I love these kids of 

Pearsall, Texas,” he said. “I will bring that excitement, energy and love for 
my job and this community on a daily basis. 

“Serve; I’m here to serve our student-athletes in the best way that I can. 

RIVERA BRINGS LIFE PHILOSOPHY, HARD WORK ETHIC TO PEARSALL
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