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She was described as “a gentlewoman to her fingertips.”
“Modest, strong and unassuming. Loveable, sincere and 

unselfish always.”
Mary Cordelia Beasley Hudson was profiled in a 

newspaper in Camden in 1919.
“Aunt Cord,” as she was known in her hometown, made 

the news when she walked from her home to the Camden 
courthouse in April 1919 and cast her vote in the mayor’s 
election. She was the first woman in Tennessee to vote, 
history books say. 

“She stands for the betterment of politics,” said the 
newspaper. “Firm in the faith of her sex, she cast her vote 
according to her convictions.”

Women in Tennessee were granted 
voting rights in April 1919. T h e 
Tennessee Legislature voted to ratify the 
amended to the Constitution 
was ratified on August 18, 
1920, becoming the 36th 
state to do so and allowing 
women across America to 
vote.

Aunt Cord’s history-
making vote was 
commemorated with 
events in Camden 
on April 22, 2019.  
U.S. Senator Marsha 
Blackburn, Tennessee’s 
first female senator, 
was the keynote speaker. 
Milan Mayor B.W. Beasley, 
a relative of Cordelia, also 
participated.

“We have a Beasley 

family reunion every year in Camden,” Beasley said. “In 2019 we met 
around the celebration of Cordelia. Our family is proud that Cordelia was 

recognized. It represents the willingness of many in the Beasley 
family to take a leadership role.”

“The Beasley family has always had strong men 
and women willing to serve and lead,” Beasley 

added. “My grandfather Jimmy 
Beasley came from Camden to 
Milan in the 1920s and was 
an alderman and vice mayor. 
My uncle Jerry Beasley was 
chairman of the school board. My 
dad Bud owned three businesses 
in Milan and was fire chief. My 
brother Jim Belew has served on 
the Chamber of Commerce and 
cemetery boards.”

Benton County Mayor Brett 
Lashlee helped organize the April 
2019 commemoration. 

“Benton County is rich in 
woman’s suffrage and historical 
accomplishments,” said Lashlee. 
“From his administration years 
of 1915 to 1919, hometown 

favorite Gov. Thomas C. Rye was 
pivotal in spearheading the political push within state 

government to support and accept female voters, which 
culminated with the legislature passing the law in April 

1919. One week later, the very first female vote was cast 
from Benton County. Not many years after, in 1933, the first 
woman U.S. Senator, Hattie Wyatt Caraway, who grew up 
just seven miles from Camden, would take office. (Caraway 
represented Arkansas in the Senate.)

“In 1944, my grandmother would become the first woman 
in Tennessee elected to a full official term to the Tennessee 
state senate,” added Lashlee. “There is so much women’s 
history here. We wanted to celebrate that in April 2019.”

Aunt Cord 
 - a true advocate for women’s suffrage
Milan mayor’s ‘Aunt Cord’ was first 
woman in Tennessee to vote

“AUNT CORD” CELEBRATED - In 2019, U.S. Senator Marsha Blackburn, the first female senator elected to represent Tennessee, participated in the 100th 
celebration of Cordelia “Aunt Cord” Beasley Hudson’s historic vote in her local mayor’s race in April 1919. The senator is pictured with one of Aunt Cord’s family 
members. Milan Mayor B.W. Beasley also attended the centennial celebration of his relative.
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