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Flint shoots it. We have done this act 
hundreds of times. It is in my muscle 
memory. 
 As we were driving this day in 
a pasture at the ranch, we came 
across a nice buck that had dislocat-
ed its back leg. I knew this buck well, 
since I had seen this buck in this pas-
ture nearly every time I checked my 
traps over the previous two months. 
In fact, I had seen this very buck the 
day before. 
 The buck was barely getting 
along. It could hardly run from us. 
It wobbled over into the corner of 
the pasture and sadly stood there 
turning circles. It couldn’t jump the 
fence to get away and it couldn’t 
run much faster than I could walk. 
 Knowing what needed to be 
done, I grabbed my .22 Hornet rifle 
and the boys and I approached the 
buck. At first, I thought the buck had 
been shot and was wounded. But as 
we approached, I could clearly see 
that it wasn’t a hunter’s errant bul-
let that injured the buck. I could see 
where the buck had hung its back 
leg in the fence, dislocating his hip 
joint. 
 Since I had seen the buck the day 
before, I figured his meat was still in 
good shape. We could shoot it, tag 
it and have some good venison on 
the table in no time. So, when we 
were about five yards away, I load-
ed a single bullet into the rifle and 
handed it to Flint like I had done so 
many times before. 
 Flint put a round behind the 
buck’s shoulder. Flint handed me 
the rifle and as I unloaded it, Flint 
said, “I can’t wait to tell Mom and 
Amber about shooting MY FIRST 
BUCK! They will be soooo excited!”

Insert the 
OH NOOOOOO!

 music right here.

Flint’s First Deer  - Continued...

Local youth hunter Flint Bridges shows off his “Oh No Buck” with fam-
ily friend Brady Westlund in the background. 

Knox and Ashby Porter of Celina used a .30-30 
to harvest this doe, dropping her in her tracks 
at 75 yards on a place in Mills County east of 
Goldthwaite. They were guided by Douglas 
Holtzclaw. 

Family Hunt 
A Success

Nine year old Carter Hamm, from Florence, 
Texas, with his first buck. He took it on his fam-
ily ranch SW of Goldthwaite with a single shot 
from his .223.


