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As a freshman, 
Jacobe Johnson was 
just hoping to earn var-
sity playing time. By 
midseason, he was 
starting at cornerback 
for Mustang High 
School’s football squad.

This off-season, 
Johnson is being touted 
as one of the state’s pre-
mier young defensive 
players. And his phe-
nomenal athleticism is 
expected to be utilized 
on offense at receiver, 
too.

“Jacobe is so natural-
ly gifted,” Mustang 
head coach Lee 
Blankenship said. “We 
look for him to contin-
ue to learn the game 
and grow this season.”

Johnson’s defensive 
talent only is scratch-
ing the surface, yet it 
has caught the atten-
tion of some of the 
country’s top Division I 
programs.

Assistant coach Dan 
Hammerschmidt, who 
tutors safeties at 
Oklahoma State 
University, offered 
Johnson a full scholar-
ship this spring.

The University of 
Oklahoma’s Brian 
Odom, assistant coach 
in charge of the Sooner 
inside linebackers, 
quickly followed by 
also offering Johnson a 
scholarship.

“OU has been one of 
my favorite schools 
growing up,” an excited 
Johnson said. “It was 
crazy. ... We celebrated 
with a cookout because 
I’d got that big offer.”

Since then, Johnson 
has received other 
scholarship offers from 
Michigan, Baylor, 
Texas Tech and 
Memphis, Blankenship 
said. 

A video that Johnson 
took of himself exercis-
ing by jumping atop a 
brick mailbox at home 
during the COVID-19 
lockdown became a 
social media hit.

Blankenship said, 
“One of the coaches 
from Oklahoma State 
called and said, ‘Hey 
coach, we saw this 
video that the young 
man you had told us 
about had put on social 
media. We checked out 
his film, and we’ve 
decided we want to pull 
the trigger and offer 
him.’ 

“They told me they 
were reluctant to offer 
a kid that young, but 
they also saw so much 
potential in him. So 
they went ahead and 

pulled the trigger.”
Sam Dollar, MHS’ 

defensive coordinator, 
explained what makes 
Johnson so special.

“Jacobe is fast and 
naturally gifted in his 
athletic ability,” Dollar 
said of the 6-foot-3 
Johnson and his 4.4-sec-
ond speed in the 
40-yard dash. 

“He really wants to 
succeed, and he’s a 
great competitor. The 
only thing I can see 
him improving on is 
his overall knowledge 
of the game.

“He said himself he 
would like to improve 
on his technique and 
fundamentals of play-
ing corner. His goal is 
to be a lock-down cor-
ner and be able to cover 
any wide receiver in 
the state. Or the coun-
try for that matter.”

Johnson, who began 
starting at midseason 
for the 7-4 Broncos, fin-
ished with 20 tackles, 
an interception, three 
passes defensed, a sack 
and one fumble caused. 
As his reputation grew, 
opponents didn’t 
appear to throw as 
often to his side. 
 
BACK ON FIELD 
The Broncos had been 
doing lifting and condi-
tioning earlier in June. 
But since then, the 
team has been review-
ing schemes as players 
like Johnson were 
coached where to line 

up and what to do in 
their assignments.

Dollar said the play-
ers now are on the field 
and executing the 
knowledge of every-
thing they’ve been 
taught.

That is especially 
true for Johnson in his 
new duties at receiver. 

Offensive coordina-
tor Cody McDaniel is 
excited about being 
able to utilize him in 
the Broncos’ multiple 
attack.

“Jacobe is a very tal-
ented player that we 
definitely are looking 
to use in all phases of 
the game!” McDaniel 
said.

Mustang averaged 
33.2 points per game 
last season but graduat-
ed most of its skilled 
players and returns 
only three starters.

Johnson will need to 
be particularly produc-
tive on defense with 
just four starters 
returning. 

THE TOTAL 
PACKAGE 
Gaines spoke about the 
intelligence Johnson 
displays, making him 
the total package with 
his physical attributes.

“As a freshman, he 
was able to grasp the 
defense and get a feel 
for what we were try-
ing to accomplish as a 
team,” Gaines said. “He 
has made a tremendous 
amount of growth.

“We forget he was in 
the eighth grade learn-
ing how to be a player 
(just over) a year ago. 
Now, he is in one of the 
toughest districts, com-
peting at a high level 
every day.”

Gaines anticipates 
that Johnson will be a 
leader in the secondary 
during his sophomore 
season.

“Jacobe is a natural 
leader,” Gaines said. 
“He lets his play speak 
for itself and is really 
hard on himself.

“Jacobe, in my opin-
ion, is one of the best 
players in the state. 
People saw him as a DB 
(defensive back), which 
at 6-foot-3 with 4.4-4.5 
speed is awesome. But 
he is dangerous with 
the ball in his hands as 
well.”

Blankenship thinks 
Johnson can be a key 
two-way performer. 
The fact that he became 
a starting guard in var-
sity basketball last sea-
son and ended as both 
the team’s second-lead-
ing scorer (16.4) and 
rebounder (5.4) only 
underscores his 
immense abilities.

“We will use him in 
several ways,” 
Blankenship said. “He 
is a dynamic player, 
and we will find cre-
ative ways to maximize 
his athleticism.”
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Mustang's Jacobe Johnson is on the radar of several uni-
versity football and basketball programs. The incoming 
sophomore has already received at least five offers to 
play at the next level. Photo / Ron Lane

Broncos’ cornerback becoming a rising star

For the first time in histo-
ry, the rebuilding Miami 
Marlins used all six of the 
team’s selections in the 2020 
Major League Baseball Draft 
on pitchers. 

All of them have some-
thing in common: They all 
are flamethrowers who can 
throw at least 95 mph.

One of them is powerful 
6-foot-6, 225-pound left-hand-
er Dax Fulton, who the 
Marlins eventually hope 
will be a staple of their 
starting rotation for years to 
come. 

One of these days, Fulton 
will be welcomed to the 

Sunshine State, South 
Beach, Miami and the 
National League. 

His agent reached a ver-
bal agreement with the 
Florida-based Marlins on 
June 10, the draft’s opening 
night, pending a physical 
examination.

But due to a spike in ill-
nesses caused by the coro-
navirus, Fulton still has 
been unable to travel to 
Florida to undergo a physi-
cal examination or to sign 
his contract.

Fulton remains excited 
about his future and contin-
ues to rehab from an arm 
injury.

“I was thrilled to know 
that my dreams were com-
ing true,” Fulton, 18, texted 

after the draft. “My goal 
since a very young age was 
to be drafted.”

Fulton’s agent, Sam 
Samardzija, negotiated the 
deal following the draft’s 
first round when eight picks 
were made in Competitive 
Balance Round A.

After the Marlins used the 
draft’s No. 3 pick on college 
right-hander Max Meyer, 
who has hit 102 mph on the 
radar gun, they took 
Mustang High’s Fulton as 
the third pick in the second 
round, No. 40 overall.

Fulton is recovering from 
having Tommy John sur-
gery on his left elbow Sept. 
11. His rehabilitation began 
the day after the reconstruc-
tive procedure on a  

partially-torn ulnar collater-
al ligament (UCL).

Fulton’s throwing pro-
gram started May 1, and he 
isn’t scheduled to face live 
batting for the first time 
until January.

Chad Fulton, who has 
been advising his son, did 
not expect Miami to draft 
Dax.

“I was a little surprised,” 
the elder Fulton said of the 
Marlins. “They came in late. 
But you never know in the 
draft.”

MLB.com described 
Fulton as a first-round tal-
ent had it not been for the 
injury and the best high 
school left-hander in the 
draft. 

His fastball can top 95 

mph while his breaking ball 
drops into the strike zone at 
83 to 87 mph.

D.J. Svihlik, Miami’s 
director of amateur scout-
ing, talked about the team’s 
new pitchers.

“Every single one of these 
players had power fastballs, 
or power to their fastballs,” 
he said. “Every single one of 
these guys has a ‘right now’ 
breaking ball.”

Fulton, who signed with 
the University of Oklahoma 
last fall, has been scouted 
since he was a Mustang 
High freshman by James 
Vilade. 

Now the Marlins’ local 
scout, back then he was an 
assistant coach at Oklahoma 
State University.

Ex-MHS southpaw exactly what Marlins needed
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