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Do you get over-
whelmed when compa-
ny is coming for a 
weekend, week or lon-
ger? I do. 

I guess that is the 
perfectionist in me. 

I think I was just cre-
ated that way. 

I like a “spit shine” 
on everything before I 
am ready to open my 
door to company. 

First thing I do is 
make a list. 

I, by nature, make 
lists for everything I 
do. It seems to help me 
stay on track, and I like 
to check off everything 
as it is accomplished. 

It makes me feel 
accomplished. 

I hope there is no 
psychologist reading 
this, as I am sure I clas-
sify for some strange 
syndrome. 

I just like things tidy. 
As my grandmother 

used to say, 
“Everything in its place 
and a place for every-
thing.” 

I live by her motto. 
I just love to reach 

into a drawer, cabinet, 
etc. and what I am 
reaching for is right 
there. 

It is so satisfying to 
be organized, but it can 
also be a curse when 
you require it like I do, 
but others in the house, 
including the cats, live 
by their own standards 
of messiness or NOT 
putting things back 
where they found them.

Recently, company 
was comin’ and I got 
my lists made and 
began checking them 
twice and checking the 
finished projects off. 

I love it when you are 
working feverishly to 
get 14 thousand things 
done in about three to 
four hours before they 
arrive, and everything 
that could go wrong 
does.

For example, I am 
vacuuming the stair 
carpet and lose control 
of the vacuum and it 
tumbles down the 
stairs, only to be 
stopped by the cord 

that is still plugged into 
the outlet. Then as I am 
vacuuming the closet 
carpet using the hose 
attachment and it 
jumps up and attaches 
itself by suction to one 
of your husband’s 
shirts! 

Usually, it grabs the 
bed skirt or one of the 
long curtains in the 
dining room. 

I am waiting for the 
day that it grabs the 
cat’s tail. Now, that will 
take me hours to regain 
my composure and I 
will certainly get 
behind on my cleaning 
schedule.

Speaking of the cats, 
I do have trouble with 
them when I am put-
ting clean sheets on the 
bed. 

Both cats absolutely 
LOVE to slide across 
the one you are trying 
to smooth and when 
you shake out the top 
sheet to get it to go 
across the bed, my cats 
love to go underneath 

and slide. 
It is usually a free-

for-all and then a pillow 
fight to shew the cats 
off the bed, so I can fin-
ish. 

It is beyond me how 
the cats can be quietly 
sleeping in another 
room far away from my 
bedroom and the sec-
ond I begin to apply 
new sheets to the bed, 
it is like they have 
“feline radar” and they 
just “show up”! 

I will never figure 
out how they do that.

I do enjoy seeing fam-
ily and friends. 

Company is actually 
OK, but have you ever 
wondered why do we 
knock ourselves out 
gussying up the place 
only to have it look like 
it was never cleaned 
after the company 
leaves. 

My husband’s theory 
is STOP cleaning before 
and wait till after. 

I suppose he is right, 
but my perfectionistic 
side will never have it 
that way, and I have to 
live with her.
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Living with a perfectionist ... me

Right now is our 
busy time of the year.  

Last week, we baled 
some really good oat 
hay. It made four 
5x5-foot round bales per 
acre.  

Our wheat was har-
vested, did not yield 
well. A late freeze was 
the problem.  

Turned the bulls out 
to visit the cows, and 
we worked the spring 
calves.  

I have sprayed a lot 
of herbicide on the pas-
tures.

With all that going 
on at the GB Ranch, I 
haven’t had much time 
to dream up a column, 
and all the stuff in the 
news is really depress-
ing.  

But, I did have a cou-
ple memories from 
40-plus years ago.  

For my high school 
graduation, my parents 
gave me a new Kodak 
camera.  

Until it gave way to a 
Canon 35 mm model 
about 10 years later, I 
used it to document 
events in my early 
adulthood.

Back then, you load-
ed a roll of film into the 
camera, my preferred 
being a 24-exposure roll 
of color film.  

You then adjusted for 
the amount of light, 
shutter speed, focused, 
and took the picture.  

It might be weeks or 
even months before you 
finished shooting the 
roll.

Most pharmacies had 
a deal going with a 
photo development lab-
oratory, and you could 
drop off your film 
there.  

I usually mailed my 
film to Owl Photo at 
Weatherford.

You sent them the 
roll of film and a check, 
and in a few days, they 
mailed back the devel-
oped photos along with 
the negatives.  

It was always an 
exciting time to get the 
photo envelope in the 

mail and quickly open 
it to see how the pic-
tures came out.  

Sometimes you 
would be surprised, 
especially if you had 
used the camera inter-
mittently, as the photos 
might include events 
from several months 
ago.

What got me think-
ing about all this is 
when we were harvest-
ing wheat in about 1975 
or so.  

We were in some 
really good wheat and I 

thought it would be fun 
to take some action 
photos of the combine 
header cutting the 
grain.  Unfortunately, 
in my quest to catch 
the action, there was 
too much vibration in 
the combine cab and 
the photos came out 
blurry.  But we didn’t 
know that until the 
photos came back in 
the mail weeks after 
harvest was long over.

All these people 
marching around and 
tearing stuff up don’t 
realize that without 
farmers and ranchers 
doing their jobs every 
day, rain or shine, hot 
summer or freezing 
winter, none of them 
would have food.

Remember, if you 
eat, you’re involved in 
agriculture!”
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