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For a group of ath-
letes who spend a 
good part of their day 
running, the chal-
lenge was a mara-
thon, not a sprint.

In fact, it was a 
marathon. All 26.2 
miles of it.

Seven members of 
the Yukon girls’ cross 
country team chal-
lenged themselves to 
run a marathon — 
sort of.

The idea was to run 
26.2 miles in 26 hours, 
said incoming junior 
Avery Stanley.

Seven members 
started the challenge 
and four completed it.

Stanley, who was 
Yukon’s top long-dis-
tance runner last 
year, said the athletes 
wanted to challenge 
themselves.

So, each hour, the 

group got together 
and ran a mile.

She said they got 
the idea from some-
thing they saw on a 
social media applica-
tion.

“Some people were 
doing 13 miles in 13 
hours, others were 
doing 16 miles in 16 
hours,” she said.

The Yukon group 
decided to do the full 
26.2 miles that a mar-
athon entails.

“We ran one mile 
each hour,” Stanley 
said.

While not everyone 
completed the entire 
distance, all did at 
least a half-marathon.

“We thought it 
would be fun, since 
we are all cross-coun-
try (runners). 
Running is what we 
do together. It was a 
good mental and 
physical challenge,” 
she said. “It was a 

way for us to bond.”
Stanley, who also 

plays soccer, said she 
was able to use her 
mileage as part of a 
fundraising effort for 
Special Olympics.

The four athletes 
who completed the 
full 26.2 miles includ-
ed Stanley, Elora 
Jones, Emily 
Schneider and Kailin 
Parks. 

The other three 
runners included 
Harper Barlow, Bri 
Abbott and Audrey 
Boyd.

Stanley said the 
challenge was a good 
opportunity to work 
on the team’s stami-
na, especially after 
being off for three 
months because of the 
coronavirus.

“Since we had such 
a long break, this was 
something for us to 
do,” she said.

Cross country girls take on a marathon challenge
By TERRY GROOVER

tgroover@theyukonreview.com

Some members of the Yukon cross country team challenged themselves to do a 
marathon. They attempted to run 26.2 miles in 26 hours earlier this week. Those 
participating included Avery Stanley, Elora Jones, Emily Schneider, Harper Barlow, 
Kailin Parks, Bri Abbott and Audrey Boyd. Photo / Provided

Yukon’s two high 
school soccer programs 
have found a unique 
way to stay in shape 
over the summer, and 
at the same time raise 
funds for a worthy 
cause.

The boys and girls 
soccer squads are par-
ticipating in a virtual 
torch run to benefit 
Oklahoma’s Special 
Olympics.

Coaches Neil Hilton 
and Danielle Tantillo 
are behind the effort to 
raise $1,000 for Special 
Olympics.

Both coaches also 
teach special education 
classes, and said this is 
a great way for their 
athletes to give back to 
the community.

It also is a great way 
for the teammates to 
keep in touch.

Last year’s soccer 
season was cut short by 
the coronavirus pan-
demic, which canceled 
all spring sporting 
events. That meant the 
players never really 
had an opportunity to 
gel.

Hilton said the pan-
demic also impacted 
Special Olympics, 
which had to cancel 
this year’s games.

That meant the annu-
al torch run, which is 
one of the event’s big-
gest fundraisers, also 
was canceled.

The virtual torch run 
allows the athletes to 
run on their own and 
record their mileage, 
reporting it back to 
their coaches online.

Yukon’s athletes 
have a goal of running 
a combined 1,000 miles 
during the month of 
June.

Tantillo said they 
should make that goal 
by the end of the 
month.

The runners also 
have set up an account 
to raise funds for 
Special Olympics. The 
goal is to raise $1,250. 
As of Friday, they were 
closing in on the goal 
and had raised $950.

The biggest benefit, 
said Hilton, is that it 
keeps the players in 
touch with each other 
and with the coaches.

“It was really to keep 
the team communicat-
ing and to keep the 
friendships going,” 
Hilton said.

About 35 boys and 22 
girls are participating, 
the coaches said.

There are different 
themes each week that 
the athletes utilize. For 
example, this past 
week, each ran with a 
jersey and snapped a 
photo for the coaches.

Another week, they 
ran in their favorite 
spot.

“It is something to 
keep them involved,” 
Hilton said.

Tantillo said she was 
pleased with the partic-
ipation.

“It is going great. 
We’re doing a little 
competition between 
the boys and girls to 
see who can run the 
most miles,” she said. 
“We’ve raised almost 

$1,000.”
“It’s a way to get 

involved and raise 
money for a good 
cause.”

Tantillo said her run-
ners are averaging 
about eight miles per 
week, both walking and 
running.

The coaches also are 
participating.

“I love walking and 
this gives me a reason 
to go for an extra run,” 
she said. “It gives each 
time you go out a pur-
pose. You’re running 
not for yourself, but for 
a cause.”

The fundraising 
event ends Tuesday.

To donate go to 
https://www.mysook.
org/torchrun/
YukonSoccer.

There is no “dead 
week” this year in 
Oklahoma athletics, 
which means the nor-
mal week of down time 
for Yukon athletes will 
be filled with lots of 
sweat.

Yukon Athletic 
Director Mike Clark 
said the decision earli-
er this month by the 
Oklahoma Secondary 
Activities Association 
to abandon “dead 

week” this year is 
good news for athletes 
who are just getting 
back into shape after a 
three-month break.

The break began in 
mid-March when the 
OSSAA canceled the 
spring sports season 
in the wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

During that time, 
athletes could not 
work out with their 
coaches, nor could 
they utilize school 
facilities to keep in 
shape.

That meant the con-

ditioning of athletes 
who participate in fall 
sports was impacted.

However, Yukon 
football players were 
able to begin working 
out June 8 while other 
fall athletes began a 
week later.

Normally, the week 
before the Fourth of 
July is a mandatory 
dead week, which is 
required by the 
OSSAA.

The week requires 
all athletes and coach-
es to take the week off. 
It is seen as an oppor-

tunity to give every-
one a chance for some 
down time.

However, because of 
the break created by 
the pandemic, the 
OSSAA Board voted to 
suspend dead week 
this year.

Clark said most of 
Yukon’s fall athletic 
program will work out 
next week, though not 
all of the athletes or 
coaches may be there.

Clark said many 
families plan vaca-
tions around dead 
week and the 

Independence Day hol-
iday.

He also said it is 
likely that the number 
of days that the teams 
work out could be 
reduced.

Football coach 
Jeremy Reed said he 
plans to work out his 
team Monday through 
Wednesday, and will 
give them a four-day 
break over the holiday 
weekend.

“We are finishing 
our third week and are 
just now getting them 
to have a good founda-

tion of conditioning,” 
he said, pointing out 
that giving the ath-
letes nine days off now 
would hamper the 
progress that has been 
made.

“We will give them 
four days off. That’s a 
good break, but will 
keep our foundation of 
conditioning,” he said.

Currently, he said, 
there are 101 athletes 
working out for the 
varsity football pro-
gram. That’s the most 
in Reed’s four years at 
Yukon.

Yukon athletes to continue workouts
By TERRY GROOVER
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Yukon high school soccer 
players run for a cause

These photos show some of the activites the boys soccer 
team did to raise funds for Special Olympics. Photo / 
Provided

This collage of photos shows some of the activites that 
were done by Yukon’s girls soccer team to help raise 
funds for Special Olympics. Photo / Provided
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