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The following are the Yukon-area 
precincts and polling locations that 
will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. for 
Tuesday’s election:

200: Surrey Hills Baptist Church, 
12421 N. Mustang Road, Yukon

201, 202: Richland Nazarene 
Church, 10825 N. Sixth St., Yukon 

204: Yukon First Church of the 
Nazarene, 525 E. Main St., Yukon

206: Bethel Community Church, 
4901 N. Sara Road, Yukon

208: First United Methodist 
Church, 400 Elm St., Yukon

209-210: Yukon Fine Arts 
Auditorium, 850 Yukon Ave., Yukon

211: Trinity Baptist Church, 620 N. 
Cemetery Road, Yukon

214: Town & Country Christian 
Church, 2200 S. Cornwell, Yukon

215: Church of Christ, 11700 N.W. 
10th St., Yukon

216: Yukon Church, 11715 N.W. 
10th St., Yukon

217: Covenant Community Church, 
2250 Yukon Parkway, Yukon

218: Discovery Church, 900 E. 
Main St., Yukon

220: Dale Robertson Center, 1200 
Lakeshore Drive, Yukon

221: House of Restoration Church, 
301 N. Czech Hall Road, Yukon

223: Canadian Hills Nazarene 
Church, 11744 W. Reno Ave., Yukon

224: International Pentecostal 
Assembly Church, 12221 Park Ave., 
Yukon

225: Westpointe Chrysler Jeep 

Dodge, 11001 W. Reno Ave., Yukon
226: Westpoint Christian Church, 

1600 S. Richland Road, Yukon
227: United Methodist Church of 

the Good Shepherd, 10928 S.W. 151h 
St., Yukon 

228: Sara Road Baptist Church, 
2015 N. Sara Road, Yukon

300: Holy Spirit Catholic 
Church,1100 N. Sara Road, Mustang

301: Mustang Community Center, 
1201 N. Mustang Road, Mustang

302: Mustang Nazarene Church, 
700 E. Highway 152, Mustang

303: Church of Christ West Metro, 
4900 S. Cemetery Road, Yukon

304: Mustang Heights Baptist 
Church, 646 W. Highway 152, 
Mustang

306: Chisholm Heights Baptist 
Church, 2243 W. Highway 152, 
Mustang

308, 309, 398: Lakehorna Church of 
Christ, 2124 W. Highway 152, 
Mustang

399: Chisholm Heights Baptist 
Church, 2243 W. Highway 152, 
Mustang

504: Piedmont United Methodist 
Church, 2525 N. Piedmont Road, 
Piedmont

506: Piedmont First Baptist 
Church, 15 Jackson Ave., N.W., 
Piedmont

Yukon-area polling locations
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Two Mustang police 
officers who were 
involved in a deadly 
shooting earlier this 
month have been 
cleared of any wrongdo-
ing.

Canadian County 
Assistant District 

Attorney Eric Epplin 
said the two officers, 
whose names have not 
been made public, were 
cleared following a 
review of a report from 
the Oklahoma State 
Bureau of Inves-
tigation. The shooting, 

which occurred June 5, 
resulted in the death of 
Benjamin Ballard of 
Yukon.

Epplin said after 
reviewing the report, 
the shooting was deter-
mined to have been jus-
tified.

Mustang officers cleared in fatal shooting

Mike Crowly has 
been a wheat farmer 
for 35 years. 

He struggles to recall 
a single season in 
which the weather and 
crop yields were better 
than what the fields in 
Canadian County have 
churned out in the 
month of June.

“This might be one of 
the first times I have 
had the situation to 
where we can cut 
wheat every single day 
and not be interrupted 
by any type of weather 
circumstances. We 
started and finished 
harvesting without any 
interruptions from the 
weather,” said Crowly.

Crowly, along with 
cousins Peter and Steve 
Jensen, have been pool-
ing their resources for 
more than five years to 
work fields in Calumet, 
El Reno and the south-
western part of the 
county.

Working 10- to 
12-hour days, the group 
was able to harvest all 
their fields before rains 
moved in over Father's 
Day weekend.

“It was out of neces-
sity that we started cut-
ting our own wheat 
since custom harvest-
ers were having trouble 
getting your harvest 
done in a timely fash-
ion. We have harvested 
at least a couple of 
thousand acres total 
over 14 days before the 
rain came in.

“We were averaging 
close to 10 to 12 hours a 
day. That makes for 
some long weeks. We 
have all got other 
things to do, like cattle 
and livestock to take 
care of, before you get 

on the machines and 
start harvesting,” said 
Crowly.

It was a different sit-
uation from a year ago. 

Heavy rains from 
April into early June 
made the 2019 harvest a 
soggy mess.

“Last year, we fought 
mud every day, and 
that just extended 
things and caused us 
problems. Anytime you 
don't have to deal with 
muddy conditions is 
great, and the type of 
harvest this year was 
the best conditions,” 
said Crowly.

Conditions have been 
so good that finding 
uncut standing wheat 
in the county is rare, 
according to Kyle 
Worthington, chief 
executive director for 
the Canadian County 
Oklahoma State 
University Extension 
Office.

“Wheat harvest is 
nearly over other than 
a few isolated fields of 
farmers who are possi-
bly harvesting their 
crop instead of a cus-
tom harvest crew going 
over it quickly with 
larger equipment,” said 
Worthington.

Good growing and 
harvesting weather has 
produced some record 
yields.

“The test weight on 
this year's crop was an 
average of 64 pounds 
per bushel," said 
Crowly. "The normal 
test weight on hard red 
winter wheat is 60 
pounds, so anytime you 
are above 60 pounds 
per bushel, that makes 
a remarkable yield per 
acre, and we were mak-
ing above average.

“Our yields were all 
over the board. Each 
yield was different 

from field to field, but I 
would say overall we 
had an above-average 
crop.” 

A year ago, fields 
were producing bushel 
poundage under the 
60-pound threshold, the 
break-even point for 
many farmers.

“We had a customer 
that raised some wheat 
for us locally, and it 
made 68-bushels per 
acre that tested out at 
64 pounds per bushel,” 
said Tom Ross, one of 
the owners of Ross Seed 
and Feed.

Brandon Schroeder, 
co-owner of Schroeder 
Grain Co. in El Reno, 
says many farmers are 
getting higher yields 
but the protein content 
is lower.

“It's the best harvest 
I've seen in a few years. 
I did a quick read of a 
couple of farmers, and I 
would say they are get-
ting about 40 to 52 
bushels per acre and 
there are people that 
have had even better 
wheat than that.

“The protein content 
is down, but that's 
usual when there is a 
higher yield. But it's 
still a good crop when 
you get that many 
bushels per acre,” said 
Schroeder.

Schroeder added the 
protein count on the 
wheat into his elevator 
has been averaging 
between 9 to 11.5 per-
cent. On bad years 
when the wheat stress-
es, he said the count 
can run between 12 and 
13 percent.

“Stress is when there 
is a lack of water, and 
the wheat struggles, 
and the protein count 
goes up. There was no 
stress this year because 
it was a good crop,” 

said Schroeder.
There is, however, a 

negative side to the 
good news for county 
wheat farmers.

Wheat prices have 
slowly declined for 
more than two years. In 
June 2018, the price per 
bushel was around 
$5.69 in Canadian 
County. Last year, that 
price had dropped to 
$4.60 per bushel in late 
June.

This year, as of June 
22, the cash bids at 
Oklahoma grain eleva-
tors were up slightly at 
.03 cents per bushel but 
still trading between 
$3.77 to a high of $4.21, 
according to the 
Oklahoma Department 
of Agriculture/United 

States Department of 
Agriculture Market 
News.

Bids from elevators 
at Banner, El Reno, 
Okarche and Watonga 
were at $4.06 per bush-
el.

“Wheat is based on a 
global market and the 
negotiations with other 
countries. With the 
exports being con-
trolled the way they are 
now, I don't know if the 
virus had any effects on 
the price of wheat," 
said Crowly, referring 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“I think it (virus) has 
more effect on the trade 
agreements. Export and 
sales to our foreign cus-
tomers is very impor-

tant. Four dollars per a 
bushel of wheat is not 
good, and that is not 
even a break-even 
price,” he said.

Schroeder feels the 
virus did have an effect 
on the lower price.

“With everything 
going on in the world 
with restaurants not 
open, as a country we 
were not meeting our 
domestic use and right 
now that is down. I 
think it will straighten 
out as we get back into 
it, but no one knows for 
sure what the price will 
be in the next month,” 
said Schroeder.

Crowly said the price 
is hard to take for such 
a record yield.

“It's that way for 

One state question will appear on the June 30 general election 
ballot. This Initiative Petition was placed on the ballot by 
gathering signatures from citizens. The question is reprinted here 
as it will appear on the ballot followed by a brief summary.

INITIATIVE PETITION 419
STATE QUESTION 802
Medicaid is a government-sponsored health insurance program for qualifying low-income per-
sons. This measure would add a provision to the Oklahoma Constitution requiring the State to 
expand Medicaid coverage. The expanded coverage would include certain persons over 18 and 
under 65 who are not already covered and whose annual income, as calculated under federal 
law, is at or below 133% of the federal poverty line. The federal poverty line changes annually, 
but for example if this measure were in effect in 2019, the measure generally would have covered 
a single adult making less than $17,236 annually and adults in a family of four making less than 
$35,535 annually.

Under this measure, the State cannot create additional restrictions that make it more difficult to 
qualify for expanded Medicaid coverage than it is to qualify for the Medicaid program currently in 
place.

The Medicaid program is funded jointly by the federal government and the State. This measure 
would require the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA) to try to maximize federal funding for 
Medicaid expansion in Oklahoma. If the measure is approved, OHCA has 90 days to submit all 
documents necessary to obtain federal approval for implementing Medicaid expansion by July 1, 
2021.

    SHALL THE PROPOSAL BE APPROVED?
    FOR THE PROPOSAL - YES
    AGAINST THE PROPOSAL - NO

SUMMARY: On June 30 voters are being asked to say yes or no to 
a plan expanding federal health insurance coverage (Medicaid) to about 
200,000 more qualifying Oklahomans. State Question 802 amends the 
Oklahoma Constitution to expand coverage by July 1, 2021, for Oklaho-
mans age 18 to 65 whose annual income is at or below 133 percent of 
the federal poverty line. The Medicaid expansion was authorized in the 
Affordable Care Act of 2014. Oklahoma is among 14 states that have not 
expanded coverage. The federal government currently pays 90 percent 
of the expanded plan’s cost and the state must fund the other 10 percent. 
The amendment prevents the state from creating additional restrictions 
— such as work, school or community service — that make it more 
difficult for persons to qualify. The state question came about after more 
than 300,000 Oklahomans signed petitions to put the question on a bal-
lot. The governor and some lawmakers proposed alternatives, including 
Gov. Kevin Stitt’s SoonerCare 2.0, but those efforts stopped with his 
veto of a bill moving the plan forward. Supporters believe approval will 
help financially support rural health care providers and keep struggling 
hospitals open. They also argue that by not accepting Medicaid expan-
sion dollars, Oklahomans will continue to subsidize health care for low 
income residents in other states through their federal tax payments. Op-
ponents fear expanding health insurance coverage without a dedicated 
revenue stream could reduce funding to other state services such as ed-
ucation, corrections or public safety. There is also concern that should 
the federal government’s share be reduced the state would be expected to 
pay more. Some possible sources for the state’s share are a provider fee 
increase on hospitals, tapping into the tobacco settlement fund revenue 
or general revenues.

STATE QUESTION ANALYSIS

3 COL (8P), 2 COL (12P)
24P X 10.5”

For more information about State Questions, see the  
Oklahoma State Election Board website at

www.ok.gov/elections/Election_Info/ 
State_Question_info.html

or the Oklahoma Secretary of State website at
www.sos.ok.gov/gov/state_questions.aspx
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Area farmers put a wrap on wheat harvest
By GLEN MILLER

El Reno Tribune

Farmers work to harvest their wheat crop. Photos / Glen Miller, El Reno Tribune

Grain pours into a truck during harvest. 


