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A Club Like No Other!

Over the last 35 years, the Water Garden Society of Oklahoma has shared information with DIY to seasoned pond owners, including 
professionals in the water gardening, Koi ponds, Master Gardening, and the Landscaping communities. Our members have shared their 

knowledge, inspiration, and developed community friendships.

If you have ever wanted or just want to learn about, water features, landscaping, gardening, and the ways to avoid costly mistakes, 
club members can show you how to get the most enjoyment out of your yard. WGSO and its members have also enjoyed support from 

the local leading suppliers that are currently continuing to actively teach and share their knowledge with our club.

Our monthly meetings are on the first Tuesday of each month. The club offers a variety of activities, including an upcoming FREE 
public pond tour for the whole family. You will be able to see some of our members ponds that have each family’s own personality and 

artistic passions in their backyards. This year’s photo is a rustic scene built in 2016 the home of Michael and Robin Perry’s oasis in 
Yukon. Come visit us to get new ideals for your own landscaping needs. Remember to mark your calendar for Saturday, July 11th from 

9:00 am to 6:00 pm with special night tour hours from 9pm to 11pm. Visit our website for more information at 
Watergardensocietyofoklahoma.org, and like us on Facebook!

The Water Garden Society of Oklahoma

Marie Hirst

“I am asking you to vote on June 30th to help 
me continue to serve all of you fine folks of 

Canadian County and to take the Court Clerk’s 
office and the Judiciary into the future.”

Experienced • Dedicated • Dependable 
Marie Hirst has been with the Canadian County Court 

Clerk’s office for 24 years. 
This is her 12th year and third term as Court Clerk.

Currently, she manages 23 employees and oversees the 
records and bookkeeping for the court clerk’s office.

Marie has served on multiple boards and committees with 
MIS developers, and she is currently 
working with the Administrative 

Office of the Courts to upgrade 
the county’s computer  

system.

Marie worked with BIS 
to implement Canadian 

County as a pilot  
county for a new 

Grooper system, which 
has been used to scan 

and preserve all 
documents from 1890 
to 1999 and is being 

implemented in  
multiple offices 
throughout the 

state. 

Authorized And Paid For By Hirst Court Clerk 2020

Pets and People is 
working to quickly find 
a new headquarters 
after the city of Yukon 
informed them they 
had to vacate their cur-
rent facility by Dec. 31. 

On June 8, Pets and 
People received word 
from the city that they 
had to be out of the 
building they previous-
ly shared with Yukon 
Animal Control by the 
end of the year, accord-
ing to Amy Young, Pets 
and People’s executive 
director. 

In January, the city 
relocated to its new ani-
mal control facility at 
701 Inla. 

However, Pets and 
People continues to uti-
lize the old facility.

Yukon City Manager 
Jim Crosby said the 
city continues to pay 
utilities and property 
maintenance is still 
being taken care of at 
the old location. 
However, the city’s 
plan has always been to 
eventually raze the 
building. 

Crosby said original-
ly, the old structure, 
except for the dog runs, 
were to be leveled 
shortly after the new 
facility was open. 

For more than a year, 
the plan had been for 
Pets and People to build 
a dedicated rescue cen-
ter on three acres 
already owned by the 
organization. 

“We’ve gone through 
the whole process,” 
Young said. “We invest-
ed a good amount of 
money into all those 
plans.”

Then the coronavirus 
pandemic hit, prompt-
ing a wave of closures 
and quarantines world-
wide. 

“We were right at 
getting ready to kick off 
our capital campaign 
when COVID-19 hit,” 
Young said. 

“Philanthropic giving 
decreased tremendous-
ly.”

Since 1994, Pets and 
People has adopted 
more than 50,000 ani-
mals to loving homes, 
Young said. Between 
Jan. 1 and June 7, the 
organization adopted 
464 pets. 

With Pets and People 
looking to build its own 
facility, the city was 
willing to work with 
them, Crosby said. But, 
he added, now it is time 
to move forward.

He also pointed out 
that the city has given 
them more than a six-
month notice to find a 
new home.

“It is time for them to 
decide what they want 
to do,” he said.

In addition to the 
financial woes facing 
the rescue due to coro-
navirus, Young said the 
pandemic has also 
caused an animal crisis 
in the United States.

“People have lost 
their homes or lost 
their jobs,” she said. 
“They’re having to 
move, and some of 
them are leaving their 
animals in shelters. 
This is a traumatic 
time for everybody, 
humans and animals 
included.”

Because Pets and 
People has been unable 
to fulfill its capital cam-
paign, Young said, 
there’s no way for the 
organization to have a 
rescue facility built by 
their deadline. 

“So we’re figuring 
out what happens 
now,” Young said. 
“We’re not giving up. 
We’re a tenacious 
group of people, and we 
believe wholeheartedly 
in the mission.”

That means finding 
an existing building the 
rescue can call home.

“We’re not consider-
ing that we won’t find a 
place,” Young said. “We 
will find a place to be, 
and that’s where we 
will need the support of 
the community of 
Yukon. We know that 

we have a responsibili-
ty for the animals at 
our shelter.”

Young added that 
animal shelters across 
western Oklahoma 
reach out to Pets and 
People to take in ani-
mals. 

“We’ve been working 
nonstop since we got 
the notice from the 
city,” she said. “We’re 
looking for Plan B, Plan 
C, Plan D, Plan E – all 
of them.”

Depending on the site 
the rescue chooses, 
Young said Pets and 
People may need to 
expand its foster pro-
gram. Plus, the build-
ing may need remodel-
ing to fit the organiza-
tion’s needs. 

Part of the concern, 
the city manager said, 
is the lack of communi-
cation between Pets 
and People and the city, 
nor does there appear 
to be any urgency on 
the pet rescue’s part to 
begin the building pro-
cess. Crosby empha-
sized the fact that the 
city is still willing to 
work with the rescue, 
and allotted office space 
in the new animal shel-
ter for Pets and People.

“They still haven’t 
started the building. If 
they started, we’d stay 
with them,” Crosby 
said. “Their hearts are 
in the right place, but 
it’s time.”

“Right now, we know 
we’ve got to get a plan 
in place for the next 
year,” Young said. 
“Also, we need to give 
it time, obviously, for 
the economy to hopeful-
ly bounce back to 
where we can then 
revisit the idea of build-
ing a rescue center. 
We’re not ready to say 
that will never happen, 
but we need to look at 
the now.

“We know we are 
needed, and we greatly 
appreciate all of the 
support that the com-
munity of Yukon has 
provided over the 
years.”
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