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Court sets new 
procedures

The Mustang 
Municipal Court 
System has imple-
mented new proce-
dures to help reduce 
the threat of COVID-
19 to those appearing 
in court.

Officials said the 
new procedures for 
those entering the 
court including hav-
ing their temperature 
taken. Anyone with a 
temperature of 100.4 
degrees or above will 
be asked to leave. 

Other procedures 
include:

• There is a limit of 
16 defendants in the 
courtroom at one 
time;

• Only defendants 
and attorneys will be 
allowed in the court-
room;

• Juveniles can 
have one parent or 
guardian with them;

• Social distancing 
requirements are in 
place and masks are 
recommended;

• The seating area 
has been marked, 
and social distancing 
lines are on the side-
walks outside of the 
building.

Late night swim 
set for Saturday

The Mustang Parks 
and Recreation 
Department will host 
a late night swim 
from 7 to 11 p.m. 
Saturday at Wild 
Horse Park Aquatic 
Center. Glow accesso-
ries will be available 
for sale. 

The cost is $5 per 
person, or it’s free 
with a season pass. 

For more informa-
tion, call 376-3411.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has forced the 
cancellation of festivals 
and events across the 
state, and Mustang’s 
Western Days is the lat-
est casualty.

The Mustang 
Chamber of Commerce 
announced Friday that 
it has canceled this 
year’s celebration, 
which had been 
planned for Sept. 11-12. 

“With sadness, after 
much consideration 
and stakeholder input, 
the Mustang Chamber 
Board of Directors has 
made the difficult deci-
sion to cancel Mustang 
Western Days for 2020,” 
Chamber President and 
CEO Renee Peerman 
said in a news release.

This is the first time 
in the 47-year history of 
Western Days that the 
event has been can-
celled, she said.

Because the festival 
is a collaboration 

among Mustang civic 
groups, nonprofits and 
city government, the 
cancellation will affect 
the operating budgets 
of all the sponsoring 
organizations, Peerman 
said.

“However, public 
health, not the bottom 
dollar, was the deciding 
factor in making the 
decision,” she said. 
“The board just felt it 
was the right thing to 
do.” 

Factors that were 
considered included 
the participation of stu-
dent groups, food ser-
vice and crowd distanc-
ing.

“Fear played no part 
in the discussion 
during Thursday after-
noon’s emergency 
board meeting, which 
took place via Zoom,” 
Peerman said.

Traditionally, 
Western Days was 
highlighted by a 
parade.

At Last
On Saturday, members of the Mustang High School Class of 2020 finally had their chance to attend their graduation ceremony. For more photos, 
see Page 2A. Photo / Chris Eversole

Citing pandemic, chamber cancels Western Days
By CHRIS EVERSOLE

newseditor@mustangnews.info

After more than four 
decades of being known 
as the “Nightriders,” 
the Mustang High 
School band will have a 
new nickname begin-
ning this fall.

Officials announced 
this week that because 
of concerns about the 
Nightriders’ history, 
the Nightrider nick-
name is being dropped.

A Google search 
reveals that one defini-
tion of the word carries 
offensive connotations. 

In the past, it had 
been used to describe 
men on horses who 
committed violence 
upon black people 
under the cover of 
night. 

According to the 
statement, the nick-
name, as used by the 
school since the 1980s, 
has never had any-
thing to do with that 
definition. 

However, there are 
concerns that it doesn’t 
reflect the goals of the 
school program, reads 
a statement from the 
district.

“This nickname has 
been a source of great 
pride for the program 
for many Mustang 
High School Band stu-
dents, families and 
fans over the years, but 
the reality that we now 
recognize is that this 
moniker, although 
associated with the 
positive history of the 
program, it is not 
reflective of the band’s 
mission.

“The idea of the 
‘rider’ came as a com-
plement to the school 
mascot, the Bronco. 
The word ‘night’ was 
added as something 
that is unique to com-
petitive marching band 
as an activity. 

“In the competitive 
marching arena, the 
elite or ‘primetime’ 
performances are held 
at nighttime; so the 
goal is to earn the right 
to play at night under 
the stadium lights.”

Band director Ryan 
Edmon, who heads the 
program with more 
than 1,400 students, 
said the foundation of 
the program is focused 
on creating positive 
relationships.

“Our mission is to 
foster responsibility, 
accountability, musi-

cianship and a family 
atmosphere for all of 
our students,” Edmon 
said. 

The administration 

decided to remove the 
name without being 
asked or forced. 

Mustang band drops its nickname
By SHANE SMITH

For The Mustang News “If  we have students walking our 
halls who are uncomfortable with the 
nightrider nickname, who cannot 
share in the pride and spirit we want 
all students to have, who are divided 
from classmates because of  the very 
thing that’s supposed to bring stu-
dents together, then I think we need to 
be more culturally sensitive and 
choose inclusivity.”

- Charles Bradley
Mustang Superintendent

Riders smile for the camera during Western Days 2019 festivities. This year’s event 
has been canceled. Photo / File
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