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The Oklahoma 
Secondary School 
Activities Association’s 
executive director said 
Tuesday the organiza-
tion has approved a 
policy addressing con-
tests in which COVID-
19 causes schools to 
forfeit.

“We’ve got a policy 
approved in this  
scenario that would not 
count that as a forfeit,” 
said David Jackson, 
the OSSAA’s executive 

director. “We would 
ask the schools to try 
to find a day to make 
up that contest that 
was lost. Let’s get that 
played so it does not 
automatically elimi-
nate them from playoff 
series.”

Last week, in a Zoom 
call, Jackson said the 
OSSAA is moving for-
ward with all fall 
sports unless it is told 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic makes competition 
and other activities 
unsafe.

Jackson said individ-
ual school districts will 

have the power to 
develop guidelines in 
most scenarios related 
to the novel coronavi-
rus pandemic.

High school football 
practices in Oklahoma 
begin Aug. 10.

Mustang High School 
athletes currently are 
practicing in fast-pitch 
softball, volleyball and 
cross country with 
their season openers 
about a month away. 
 
ALL-STATE GAME

Former Mustang tail-
back Harvey Phillips 
was listed as a member 

of the West team 
Saturday night in the 
Oklahoma Football 
Coaches Association 
All-State game in 
Shawnee.

Phillips, who will be 
a scholarship player 
this fall at Southern 
Nazarene University, 
decided not to play in 
order to avoid the pos-
sibility of an injury 
with his college career 
beginning.

The West defeated 
the East, 21-13, at 
Oklahoma Baptist 
University’s Crain 
Family Stadium.
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OSSAA policy targets COVID-19 forfeits

Last week, former 
Mustang High School 
pitcher Dax Fulton and 
his family finally made 
their long-awaited jour-
ney to Florida to meet 
with Miami Marlins 
officials.

Fulton, selected in 
the second round (No. 
30 overall) in the Major 
League Baseball draft 
on June 11, was able to 
complete his physical 
exam and sign a profes-
sional contract.

The 6-foot-6, 225-
pound left-hander had 
been delayed in travel-
ing to Miami by a 

recent explosion of the 
novel coronavirus 
across the Sunshine 
State.

Fulton, 18, passed his 
physical and returned 
home to Mustang much 
wealthier after inking 
a $2.4 million guaran-
teed signing bonus and 
minor league contract 
July 22 at Marlins 
Park.

“It was very excit-
ing,” Fulton said. “At 
times, I was pinching 
myself still trying to 
make sure this was all 
real.”

Marlins general 
manager Michael Hill 
announced Fulton to 
Florida journalists at a 
news conference for 

the National League 
franchise’s draftees.

“The GM introduced 
himself to me the day 
prior and told all media 
on Wednesday about 
the whole process,” 
Fulton said of his reha-
bilitation after recon-
structive elbow sur-
gery on Sept. 11.

Fulton said he busied 
himself with rehab as 
negotiations occurred 
after the initial agree-
ment was reached, and 
COVID-19 caused about 
a six-week delay in his 
travels.

“It was never too 
frustrating because of 
how the process 
works,” Fulton 
explained. “It’s all 
about staying healthy 
and not causing any 
trouble.

“So, we did what was 
best and waited until 
the right time for me to 
head down there.”
Once business was 
taken care of, the 
Fulton family was 
happy to return to 
Mustang from Florida, 
which has been an epi-
center for COVID-19’s 
spread in the U.S. 
 
NEW OUTBREAK

Monday, testing of 
the Marlins after their 
opening series in 
Philadelphia revealed 
MLB’s most massive 
outbreak yet for the 
coronavirus. 

Eleven Miami play-
ers and two coaches 
tested positive for the 
highly-contagious 
respiratory virus.

Tuesday, four more 
Marlins players were 
diagnosed with the 
virus. 

The team’s games 
are postponed at least 
through Sunday. 

“It’s a little nerve- 
wracking,” Chad 
Fulton, Dax’s dad and 
adviser, said Tuesday. 
“We were glad to get 
out of there and hope 
we weren’t exposed. 
We were more con-
cerned with the flight 
back on the airplane.

“You can only do 
your best, wear masks 
and socially distance 
six feet. The Marlins 
have a no-handshake 
policy. It only takes 
one (infected) person. 
They’re doing their 
best to avoid an out-
break.”
Chad Fulton said the 
Marlins were testing 
every other day, doing 

saliva testing rather 
than nasal swabs for 
COVID-19, as well as 
checking their tem-
perature at events. 
 
REHAB UPDATE

Marlins officials 
were pleased with how 
Fulton’s rehab and 
throwing program are 
progressing, Chad 
Fulton said.

“They are excited 
and have watched 
video of him throw-
ing,” the elder Fulton 
said. “They didn’t 
make any adjustments.

“As one of the team’s 
top 30 prospects, Dax 
was invited to go to 
instructional league 
this fall.”

Fulton is throwing 
six days a week, doing 

“long-ball at 120 feet 
and 50 tosses each 
day.”

He has been throw-
ing his fastball and will 
start trying to get a feel 
for his changeup this 
week; each day Fulton 
records information 
about his rehab and 
sends it to Miami’s 
pitching coordinator.

In a month, Fulton 
will begin throwing his 
curveball and slider off 
flat ground. He won’t 
work from a mound 
until January.

“The Marlins shared 
their vision with us 
and said they want Dax 
pitching in the big 
leagues within three 
years,” Chad Fulton 
said.

By BOB CRAMER
bcramer@mustangnews.info

Players and fans of 
Mustang High School’s 
girls soccer team will 
always wonder what 
might’ve been had the 
coronavirus not ended 
the 2020 season prema-
turely in March.

The Lady Broncos 
had enough talent that 
capturing a Class 6A 
state championship 
was more than possi-
ble.

Much of MHS’ ability 
and strength came from 
a roster that included 
10 seniors, seven of 
whom will play college 
soccer this fall.

“This is the biggest 
(senior) class I’ve 
coached and also the 
most signees I’ve had,” 
MHS head coach 
Lindsay Riggs said. “I 
have averaged about 

four players a year to 
play college soccer.”

Midfielders Paris 
Nance, Regan Ake and 
Taylor Mitchell signed 
over the summer to 
play college soccer, if 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
allows it.

Nance and Mitchell 
will be competing in 
Midwest City for coach 
Tommy Riley’s Rose 
State University 
Raiders, a junior col-
lege program.

Ake will attend 
Oklahoma Panhandle 
State University in 
Goodwell. The Aggies 
are coached by Mike 
Rosso and play in the 
Sooner Athletic 
Conference.

They join four team-
mates — goalkeeper 
Ashlee Jackson, mid-
fielders Gracie 
Cornelius and Keeley 
Bennett, and defender 
Kylee Wickersham — 

who had committed 
previously.

Jackson and 
Cornelius signed with 
Oklahoma Christian 
University while 
Wickersham will play 
at the University of 
Central Oklahoma. 

Each was named an 
All-Stater.

Bennett was recruit-
ed by the Southern 
Nazarene University 
Crimson Storm in 
Bethany.

“This group of 
seniors made a big 
impression and impact 
to our program since 
they came as fresh-
men,” Riggs said. “We 
had our eyes set on a 
state title and had been 
there twice in a row. 
We were looking to 
have a new outcome 
this year.”

Mustang was 16-3 in 
2019 and 14-5 in 2018 
with the two state  

runner-up finishes.
Thanks to its seniors, 

five of whom started, 
MHS established itself 
as one of the state’s pre-
mier programs. Their 
team also reached the 
6A quarterfinals in 
2017.

MHS was 5-1 last 
year before the virus 
halted prep sports in 
Oklahoma.

During their four 
years, MHS’ seniors 
also won two district 
titles and carved out a 
47-14 mark.

Riggs feels Nance 
and Mitchell will 
strengthen Rose State’s 
midfield play.

“Paris helped us out 
by being able to play 
different attacking 
positions in our 
offense,” Riggs said. 
“We were able to uti-
lize her as a forward 
and midfielder.

“Taylor is a hard 

worker and has great 
vision of the field. She 
is a smart player and 
knows the game very 
well.”

Ake potentially could 
help Oklahoma 
Panhandle State’s 
offense.

“Regan has an 
attacking mindset,” 
Riggs said. “She want-
ed to use her ability as 

a forward in scoring 
goals.”

Despite graduating 
those players, MHS 
expects to be a title 
contender in 2021.

Riggs’ Lady Bronco 
teams have compiled a 
61-20 mark during her 
five-year tenure and 
have never missed the 
playoffs during a com-
plete season.

By BOB CRAMER
bcramer@mustangnews.info

Seven Lady Broncos commit to play college soccer

Mustang lefty recalls day he signed MLB contract

Mustang pitcher Dax Fulton signs his contract with the Miami Marlins during an event 
in Miami, Florida, last week. Fulton, 18, was the 30th overall pick in the 2020 Major 
League Baseball draft. The Mustang graduate is recovering from Tommy John surgery, 
which occurred last fall. Photo / Provided

“This group of  seniors made a big 
impression and impact to our pro-
gram since they came as freshmen. 
We had our eyes set on a state title 
and had been there twice in a row. We 
were looking to have a new outcome 
this year.”

- Lindsay Riggs
MHS head soccer coach


