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“As I’ve said, things 
can change overnight, 
things can change in 30 
seconds. So as of today, 
July 30, we will be 
beginning our school 
year using our continu-
ous learning plan,” said 
Dr. Jason Simeroth.

Those words are the 
opening refrain from a 
video message posted 
by Yukon’s superinten-
dent late Thursday 
afternoon announcing 
that Yukon’s students 
will not attend a physi-

cal classroom in the 
district until at least 
October.

Yukon, he said, will 
move to the continuous 
learning plan that is 
outlined on the dis-
trict’s website, 
Yukonps.com.

That means classes 
will be taught online by 
Yukon teachers using 
the district’s curricu-
lum.

An electronic device, 
whether a tablet or a 
Chromebook, will be 
provided to every stu-
dent, the superinten-
dent said.

“Every student in 
our district has access 
to a device. It doesn’t 
matter if you have one 
child in our district or 
three, we have a device 
for every student in our 
district,” Simeroth 
said.

The district, he said, 
has a plan for distribut-
ing those devices that 
will be announced in 
the coming days.

In addition, there 
will be an opportunity 
before the school year 
begins Aug. 20 for par-
ents and students to 
meet their teachers.

He said those teach-
ers will teach the class-
es from their class-
rooms, so when the stu-
dents do return to the 
classroom, it will not 
be an unfamiliar site.

That is more import-
ant at the elementary 
grade level, Simeroth 
said.

The middle school 
and high school stu-
dents will have a drive-
through pickup for the 
equipment because 
most at that age level 
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A lawmaker from 
Yukon says he believes 
the city’s mayor over-
stepped her authority 
last month when she 
issued a proclamation 
requiring employees of 
certain businesses to 
wear masks.

Rep. Jay Steagall said 
Thursday he has had 
three discussions with 
Mayor Shelli Selby 
about her proclamation 
that was issued July 10.

That proclamation 
requires bar and 
restaurant workers to 
wear masks while on 
the job. Failure to do so 
could result in a fine or 
jail time.

The proclamation 
was issued as the num-
ber of cases of COVID-
19 have continued to 
rise in both Yukon and 
Canadian County.

However, Steagall 
says he doesn’t believe 
Selby has that authori-
ty; only the city council 
does.

Steagall said he has 
visited with legal 
experts at the State 
Capitol as well as pri-

vate attorneys, and all 
have come back with 
the same response — 
the proclamation isn’t 
legal.

“The authority to 
institute laws in our 
form of government is 
at the legislative level, 

and that’s the city 
council. The city coun-
cil never voted to 
implement an ordi-
nance,” Steagall said.

State law, he said, 
gives that authority to 
the governing body to 
enact laws on public 
safety and health 
issues.

“It doesn’t give the 
mayor the authority to 
enact those rules,” he 
said.

Steagall said he 
doesn’t oppose a mask 
rule, but feels the cur-
rent proclamation is 
overreaching.

He also pointed out 
that the state Supreme 
Court recently ruled 
that Norman had vio-
lated several business-
es’ 14th Amendment 
Rights by keeping those 
businesses closed while 
others could open.

However, city attor-
ney Gary Miller, who is 

a former district judge, 
disagrees with Steagall.

He said during a 
recent city council 
meeting work session 
that Selby was given 
the authority by an 
ordinance passed in 
1967 by the city council.

That ordinance, he 
said, gives the mayor 
the right to declare an 
emergency and set reg-
ulations when it 
involve public safety or 
public health issues.

Steagall said he 
respects the mayor and 
what she is attempting 
to accomplish, but the 
ordinance should be 
approved by the coun-
cil.

“I’m glad the city is 
doing something to 
address it. I want to 
make sure we are oper-
ating within the  
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Fun in 
the mud
Children participate in different activi-
ties during Mud Wars, held at the 
Jackie Cooper Gym in Yukon on 
Friday. Activities included things like 
tug-of-war, slip and slides and water 
gun battles. The event was part of the 
Parks and Recreation Department’s 
Friday Fun Days. Photos / Terry 
Groover
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School board will 
meet on Tuesday

The Yukon School 
Board has moved its 
August meeting date 
from Monday to 
Tuesday, officials 
announced Friday.

The meeting will 
begin at 6 p.m. and 
will include an exec-
utive session to 
interview candidates 
for a vacant school 
board position.

The names of the 
candidates have not 
be released publicly. 
The seat represents 
the northeastern 
quadrant of the 
school district.

The meeting will 
be held virtually and 
can be viewed on the 
school district’s 
Facebook page.

Veterans honored 
along Main Street

The Yukon 66 
Main Street program 
will honor veterans 
from the community 
with banners that 
will be placed on 
street poles through-
out downtown later 
this year.

The banners will 
feature a veteran’s 
photo, name, mili-
tary branch and 
years of service. 

The organization 
is looking for spon-
sorships, which cost 
$100. The sponsors 
will have an opportu-
nity to specify a vet-
eran to honor. The 
banners will be later 
given to the sponsor 
or to the person of 
their choosing.

The sponsorship 
deadline is Sept. 1.

Call 350-5999 for 
more information.

See CLASS, Page 6A

See RULE, Page 6A


