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Looking for us?

I am writing this 
column at twilight on 
Tuesday evening, 
watching a colorful 
sunset and calm 
winds. Coyotes are 
beginning their eve-
ning serenade and the 
cicadas are in full 
rhythm.

One hundred years 
ago on July 28, 1920, 
my father was born in 
the front bedroom of 
his parents white 
frame home in Norge, 
which is a couple 
miles west of the GB 
Ranch headquarters. 

It’s hard to imagine 
my trim and proper 
grandmother being 
pregnant, but thank 
goodness all that hap-
pened and my dad 
arrived safe and 
healthy without a doc-

tor or sonograms or a 
gender-reveal party.

When Dad was born, 
their household was 
fortunate to have elec-
tricity supplied by bat-
teries that my grandfa-
ther charged with a 
gasoline powered gen-
erator every couple 
weeks. 

Restroom duties 
occurred in an out-
house and honeypot; 
my grandfather added 
a full indoor bathroom 
to the home in 1925.  

On hot summer 
nights, they slept out-
doors on cots, wrapped 
up in damp sheets so 
that a breeze would 
cause a cooling effect.

My father attended 
classes at a one-room 
schoolhouse in Norge 
that included grades 1 
through 6. 

I have a school 
photo from 1926, and 
one of the kids is my 
Dad in bib overalls 

with a shirt and bow 
tie.

One of the young-
sters is sporting a cap 
pistol; another has a 
bowie knife.

Dad’s grandparents 
also lived in Norge 
and my great-grand-
mother, Anna, was an 
excellent cook who 
specialized in fried 
chicken. 

Great grandpa 
Hiram would venture 
into the chicken yard 
with a wire hook and 
select the day’s bird. 

In a couple hours it 
was fried chicken for 
supper with plenty of 
gravy, potatoes and 
corn on the cob.

Darkness has now 
fallen on these 
Oklahoma hills that 
my Dad first saw 100 
years ago, and just 
like today, this column 
will now draw to a 
close. 

Every family has 
stories. Pass yours 
along to the next gener-
ation while you can. 
Life is a priceless gift. 
Enjoy every day!

Chicken Fried Steak 
is a copyrighted column 
by G.W. Thomas; any 
opinions expressed are 
those of  the author and 
are not endorsed by the 
management of  this 
newspaper. 

G. W. Thomas
ibuycattle@yahoo.com

uChicken  
Fried Steak

Passing along history makes family great

In today’s world, 
openness is important.

Most public meetings 
these days are being 
done via telecommuni-
cations, whether it is 
through Zoom meet-
ings or teleconference.

That means the pub-
lic’s access to finding 
out what’s going on in 
their communities is 
more difficult — unless 
you know where and 
when to look.

The Yukon City 
Council has never 
stopped meeting 
together in public. 

However, because 
there are limited seats 
available in the council 
chambers because of 
the spacing require-
ments, most people 
have attended via 
Zoom for several 
months now. 

While its regular 
meetings are streamed 
through multiple plat-
forms, such as Zoom, 
Facebook Live and on 
Cox Television, its 

work sessions are not.
The work sessions 

are streamed only on 
Zoom, which you can 
get to by accessing the 
agenda. 

Most of the import-
ant discussions are 
handled in the work 
sessions, where the 
public has limited 
access.

Until recently, those 
meetings were held in 
a small room behind 
the council chambers.

For the past several 
meetings, the work ses-
sions have been moved 
out front. 

We applaud that 
decision, but the ses-
sions aren’t televised 
on all of the platforms.

The public has a 
right to know what is 
going on.

The council work 
session on July 21 
included a discussion 
about the current situ-

ation with COVID-19 
and the city’s procla-
mation.

It was not discussed 
during the regular city 
council meeting.

Most of the public 
did not get an opportu-
nity to hear or see that 
discussion because it 
occurred during the 
work session and was 
not broadcast on 
Facebook or Cox. It is 
available now on 
Youtube.

It would have been 
nice if the public could 
have been included 
when the meeting 
occurred.

We believe both the 
work session and the 
regular city council 
meetings should be 
readily available. The 
more the public knows, 
the better.

And it isn’t just the 
city council.

On Tuesday, the 
Yukon School Board 
will choose who will be 
the board’s representa-

tive for the northeast-
ern part of the district.

It’s the position 
vacated by Rex 
VanMeter, who chose 
not to seek a second 
term in office.

We know at least two 
candidates will be 
interviewed. Who they 
are, we won’t find out 
until after Tuesday’s 
meeting.

The public has a 
right to know who is 
seeking the position.

If they were running 
for the office in a regu-
lar election, we would 
know because they 
would have to file for 
office.

However, because 
they are appointed, 
there is not opportuni-
ty to vet them.

While we respect the 
board’s right to make 
the final choice, the 
residents should have 
an opportunity to have 
a voice in the decision. 

Right now, they 
don’t.

Openness more important than ever
uEditorial

Last week, Congress 
made significant prog-
ress on critical legisla-
tion that supports our 
common defense and 
ensures protection of 
U.S. interests around 
the world. 

While much work 
remains in the days and 
weeks ahead, I am 
proud that lawmakers 
in both chambers are 
one step closer to com-
pleting the National 
Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA) for the 60th 
year in a row.

As you might know, 
passage of the NDAA is 
important because it 
authorizes vital funding 
for U.S. military per-
sonnel, readiness and 
operations. 

This significant piece 
of legislation is tradi-
tionally a bipartisan 
effort in Congress, sup-
porting the brave men 
and women who make 
every mission possible. 

While differences will 
need to be worked out 
soon, I am encouraged 
that both the House and 
Senate advanced bipar-
tisan versions of the 
NDAA in their respec-
tive chambers last 
week.

Certainly, the legisla-
tion that passed in the 
Democratic-led House 
isn’t perfect, but I 
believe it reflects a 
worthwhile and truly 
bipartisan starting posi-
tion in the bicameral 
negotiations to come.

I was very pleased 
that the House adopted, 
as an amendment to the 
NDAA, the TRICARE 
ECHO Improvement 
Act that I introduced 
earlier this year. 

The legislation out-
lines commonsense 
changes to TRICARE’s 
existing Extended Care 
Health Option (ECHO) 
program. 

While Congress creat-
ed this program for 
families of active-duty 
service members to 
serve as an alternative 

to Medicaid’s Home and 
Community-Based 
Services (HCBS) waiver 
programs, it currently 
fails to provide compa-
rable services. 

Since Medicaid is a 
program based on state 
residency, military fam-
ilies often face HCBS 
waiver access challeng-
es due to frequent 
moves required by 
their military service. 

The TRICARE ECHO 
Improvement Act, how-
ever, enhances ECHO 
by better aligning 
respite care and cover-
age of medical equip-
ment home and vehicle 
adaptations with cur-
rent state offerings. 

The NDAA each year 
outlines the strategy 
and authorizes the 
resources needed for 
facing down threats 
around the world – 
whether that’s counter-
ing the aggressive 
actions of China, Russia 
and their proxies or 
defending against the 
state-sponsored terror-
ism of Iran, North 

Korea and other bad 
actors. 

For example, the 
House-passed NDAA 
authorizes $3.6 billion 
for an Indo-Pacific 
Reassurance Initiative 
to optimize the pres-
ence of U.S. forces coun-
tering China and based 
in the surrounding 
region, strengthen mili-
tary exercises and 
training, improve 
regional infrastructure, 
enhance military 
responsiveness, 
enhance logistics and 
assist our allies and 
global partners. 

This marks the start 
of a long-term strategy 
to fund U.S. capabilities 
in the Indo-Pacific, 
which is a key region 
for our nation’s securi-
ty interests.

In addition to requir-
ing the first comprehen-
sive assessment of 
threats to the U.S. 
posed by Russia, the 
House-passed NDAA 
fully funds the 
European Deterrence 
Initiative. 

Working to support our common defense
By CONGRESSMAN

TOM COLE


