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will already know how 
to utilize the devices. 
They also know most 
teachers.

The decision, he said, 
was made Thursday as 
the number of people 
diagnosed with positive 
cases of COVID-19 in 
Yukon topped 500.

The community 
remains in the yellow 
category, which is low 
risk, according to the 
state health depart-
ment.

However, a number 
of employees in the dis-
trict have been diag-
nosed with the virus, 
including members of 
his administrative staff 
as well as an assistant 
principal.

In addition, he said 
at least one administra-
tive staff member is 
awaiting test results.

“These are in con-

trolled settings. This is 
without 8,000 to 9,000 
students coming back. 
We are responsible. … I 
can’t live with the fact 
if we bring kids back to 
school and someone 
gets sick and someone 
dies, and if it’s a child, 
that’s worst thing that 
can happen,” Simeroth 
said.

There also is a con-
cern for the staff, he 
said.

“If we start in this 
continuous learning 
plan, we will be able to 
monitor the state and 
the COVID maps and 
the situation as it pro-
gresses,” he said.

The district will 
revisit the issue at the 
end of September and 
Simeroth will make a 
recommendation at the 
Oct. 5 school board 
meeting about what 

steps should be taken.
Meanwhile, he 

encouraged parents 
who had signed their 
children up for the dis-
trict’s virtual school 
option to rethink that 
decision and to consid-
er moving them to the 
continuous learning 
program.

That way they would 
be taught the same cur-
riculum as their class-
mates.

As of Thursday, 
about 1,200 students 
had applied for that 
program.

There are about 8,800 
students enrolled in the 
school district.

“We want you to 
come back. We want 
you to enroll in our 
continuous learning 
plan because it is 
taught by our teachers 
to you directly and we 

think that is always the 
best instructional prac-
tice.

“Next to having you 
in the classroom, hav-
ing that teacher on 
your screen five days a 
week is optimal,” 
Simeroth said.

To withdraw from 
the virtual program, 
contact the district at 
virtual@yukonps.com.

As for the food pro-
gram, Simeroth said 
the district will provide 
food as if it were a nor-
mal school day. Those 
who qualify for free 
and reduced meals will 
continue to receive 
those benefits.

Those who normally 
pay may also purchase 
meals from the district, 
just as they currently 
do, he said.

As for extracurricu-
lar activities, students 

at the high school level 
will be able to partici-
pate in activities that 
are governed by the 
Oklahoma Secondary 
Schools Activities 
Association, such as 
athletics, band, debate 
and choir.

However, no club 
activities, such as chess 
club or photography 
club, will take place 
during the continuous 
learning program.

“We want students to 
be able to have some-
what of a normalcy,” he 
said.

Simeroth said the dif-
ference between stu-
dents going to school 
and participating in 
activities has to do 
with the law.

The district must 
offer classes. However, 
students volunteer to 
participate in clubs and 

activities.
No one will be pun-

ished for not participat-
ing in those programs 
this year, he said.

“Things are different 
this year,” Simeroth 
said. “This has to be a 
more flexible and 
understanding environ-
ment.”

Simeroth said it was 
not an easy decision to 
move to the continuous 
learning plan.

“Safety for our mass-
es is at stake here. We, 
as a district and a 
school board, believe 
this is an appropriate 
response for the situa-
tion we are in. We 
understand we are not 
going to make everyone 
happy. … I feel very 
strongly, we feel very 
strongly, this is the cor-
rect step.”
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confines of the law. In 
this instance, we are 
not. That is something 
the council will need to 
address whenever they 
deem fit,” Steagall 
said.

Meanwhile, Selby 
has sent a letter to the 
Speaker of the House 
saying that Steagall is 
harassing her because 
of the proclamation.

Selby’s letter says 
she feels threatened 
and felt the need to file 
a police report.

Selby said she filed a 
complaint with Police 
Chief John Corn. 

However, it has not 
been made public.

Selby, in the letter, 
states that “the harass-
ment and bullying has 
gone on long enough.”

“Representative 
Steagall is newly elect-
ed to the House of 
Representative of the 
state of Oklahoma, it 
would seem that he 
needs guidance on 
what is appropriate 
and ethical. I am confi-
dent that you, in your 
leadership, will edu-
cate the good 
Congressman on his 
powers and purview,” 

she wrote.
Selby sent the letter 

also to the governor 
and other officials via 
certified mail on 
Wednesday and 
emailed the officials on 
Thursday.

She said Thursday 
she had not received a 
response.

Selby said she took 
the action of writing 
the letter because 
Steagall was making 
threats and then began 
contacting her friends.

Meanwhile, the 
mayor said she contin-
ues to stand by her 

decision to issue the 
proclamation.

“The Canadian 
County Health 
Department says it is 
an airborne virus. 
They recommended 
masks for everyone,” 
she said. 

Selby said she hasn’t 
heard from any bar or 
restaurant owners who 
have complained about 
the proclamation.

“I want people to be 
safe when eating their 
food,” she said, point-
ing out that several 
restaurants had to 
close briefly after 

employees tested posi-
tive for the virus.

“We’ve had four 
complaints but no tick-
ets have been issued,” 
said Selby.

Most comply once 
they realize there is a 
proclamation in place.

Those that don’t 
could face fines of up 
to $700 or jail time.

“We’re not out to 
fine people. We want 
the bars and restau-
rants to be open and 
want to keep the com-
munity safe,” Selby 
said.

The proclamation 

will remain in place 
until the emergency 
ends, Selby said. That 
won’t be until the num-
ber of cases begins to 
decline.

“Our numbers are 
not decreasing. They 
are increasing. This is 
a local issue, not a 
state issue. It is a medi-
cal and economical 
decision,” she said.

As of Thursday, 
there have been 533 
positive cases in 
Yukon, including two 
deaths. There are 127 
active cases, the health 
department reported.
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A nine-year-old from 
Broken Arrow died 
Wednesday from inju-
ries she suffered in a 
three-vehicle crash on 
Interstate 40 near 
Cimarron Road.

The Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol does 
not release the names 
of juveniles who are 
involved in fatal acci-
dents.

Details on what 
caused the accident 
were not immediately 
available.

The patrol report 
says the accident 
occurred at about 6:22 
a.m. Wednesday just 
west of Cimarron Road 
and involved a 2020 
Peterbilt truck, driven 
by Benjamin Martin, 
34, of Bedford, 
Virginia; a 2013 Kia 

Sorento driven by Lisa 
Reynolds, 39, of 
Broken Arrow; and a 
1979 Winnebago driv-
en by Mary Patrick, 
36, of Broken Arrow.

The patrol said the 
nine-year-old was a 
passenger in Reynolds’ 
vehicle and was taken 

to OU Medical Center 
as was Reynolds and 
an 11-year-old passen-
ger.

No one else was seri-
ously injured in the 
crash.

The patrol said the 
crash remains under 
investigation.

Broken Arrow child dies in mid-week I-40 crash 
STAFF REPORTS

Joseph Evans
Joseph Lynn 

Evans, 62, died July 
24. No services are 
scheduled. (Ingram)

Kemryn Hatchett
Kemryn Hatchett, 

infant, died July 23. 
Services are 10 a.m. 
today at Ingram, 
Smith and Turner 
Mortuary.

Saniyah Schrack
Saniyah Renay 

Schrack, infant, died 
July 27. No services 
are scheduled. 
(Ingram)

Donald Trull
Donald Lee Trull, 

89, died July 28. 
Services are 10 a.m. 
Monday at Chisholm 
Heights Baptist 
Church, 2243 W. 
Hwy. 152, Mustang. 
(McNeil)

Death Notices

Charles L. Baker of 
Yukon passed away 
July 24. 

Charles was born to 
Elmo and Florence 
Baker in Tryon on Aug. 
17, 1941. 

He attended Tryon 
Public Schools and 
graduated high school 
in a class of 12 in 1959. 
Charles attended sever-
al junior colleges in the 
Oklahoma City area 
throughout his life.

He worked many 
years at Boardman 
Steel Co., and then at 
Finger Furniture. 

He ended his working 
career building and 
remodeling small 
churches around the 
metro.

He loved his tools and 
could fix anything any-
one brought him. 

Charles had a very 
deep affection for 
motorcycles all his life 
and rode them as long 
as he possibly could. 

He also enjoyed 
spending summers with 
his wife in Cuchara, 
Colorado, where he was 
admired by many.

He is survived by his 

wife, Chris Welborn 
Baker; his two sons, 
Tony Baker and Chris 
Baker; the mother of 
his boys, LaNell 
Dulworth; his grand-
children, Austin Baker, 
Rachel Baker and 
Dustin Phillips; and one 
great-granddaughter, 
Leilani Baker. 

He is also survived 
by his step-children, 
Shelley Welborn 
Lanquist and Ryan 
Welborn; and step-
grandchildren, 
McKenna, Parker and 
Chelsea Lanquist, and 

Hayden and Benjamin 
Welborn. 

He is also survived 
by his very special 
niece, Pam Windiate.

Charles was generous 
and caring and enjoyed 
making others smile. 

He was just a really 
nice man who will be 
deeply missed.

Graveside services 
will be 1 p.m., Saturday 
in Tryon Cemetery, 
Tryon. 

To share a memory 
or condolence, visit 
www.mercer-adams.
com.
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IT’S GARAGE  
SALE SEASON!

Call 405-354-5264 today to advertise your sale  
and reach thousands of Canadian County residents! 


