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Happenings
AT TOWN CENTER 

By Julie Slupe

One firefighter with the 
Mustang Fire Department 
will begin climbing 110 
flights of stairs at the 
Mustang Town Center in 
honor of the men and 
women who died on  9/11 at 
8:46 a.m. Community resi-
dents  are free to also climb 
the stairs or walk on the 
walking track. 

There is also free admis-
sion to the gym for first 
responders all day with 
their first responder IDs.

 For more class specifics, 
contact the Parks and 
Recreation front desk at 376-
3411. 

ACTIVE ADULTS 
CENTER

• The Active Adults 
Center is open from  7 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Monday and 7 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday. For more informa-
tion, call 376-1297.

• Wild Horse Opry is back 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday for 
adults 55 and older. The 
opry is a free event, howev-

er, donations are 
welcomed for the 
featured band.

• Bunco night 
returns at 6:15 p.m. 
Monday. The cost is 
$3 and anyone 18 
and older is invited 
to join. No registra-
tion is required.

• A local shopping 
trip will be from 9 
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
Tuesday. Attendees 
will be able to go to 
local businesses to 
run errands and 
complete shopping 
needs for the month.

LIBRARY  
• All indoor library activi-

ties will require a mask and 
registration.

• Preschool story time will 
be at 10 a.m. Tuesday, and is 
geared toward children 3 to 
6 years old. They will be 
able to listen to stories, 
songs, rhymes and partici-
pate in a craft activity. 
Caregivers are required to 

stay with their children. For 
more information, email 
assistant library director 
Nichole Valencia at  
nvalencia@cityofmustang.
org.

• Children in third 
through fifth grade can par-
ticipate in in-person out-
doors noodle games at 4:30 
p.m. Monday. Participants 
will play a socially distanced 
game using pool noodles. 
Registration is required for 

this event.
• Beginning at 

4:30 p.m. Tuesday  
teens in the sixth 
through 12 grade 
can make Bitmoji 
keychains. 
Attendees are 
asked to email 
their Bitmojis to 
youth services 
instructor Sheila 
Barnard at sbar-
nard@cityof 
mustang.org.

• Adults only 
will be able to 
attend an in-per-
son recycled book 

craft at 6 p.m. Tuesday. 
Attendees can make some-
thing out of a book.

• Enjoy the Mustang 
Public Library’s audio-
books, eBooks, music and 
videos on Overdrive. The 
library has thousands of 
eBooks that can be bor-
rowed by downloading the 
Overdrive or Libby app. Call 
the library at 376-2226 or 
stop by the library for more 

information. 
PARKS & REC 

• “Onward” will be the 
movie in the park at 7:45 
p.m. Friday. Masks and 
social distancing are encour-
aged. Attendees are asked to 
bring their own blankets or 
lawn chairs. For more infor-
mation, contact the Parks 
and Recreation front desk at 
376-3411.

• Beginning at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday  will be a fit and 
strong class with Shannon. 
The class is designed for 
those with lower body joint 
pain, stiffness and osteoar-
thritis, and utilizes optional 
ankle weights.

• A pilates and yoga class 
with Amanda will be at 5 
p.m. Tuesday. It’s low 
impact and high intensity.

• Personal training at the 
center offers health assess-
ments, workout plans for 
muscle building, fat loss and 
general health. It’s $30 for a 
50-minute session, and 
friends can attend for an 
additional $10.

Mustang firefighter to honor 9/11 with climb
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     Mustang United Methodist, 211 
W. State Highway 152. Phone 
376-3139, Rev. Aaron Tiger, Senior 
Pastor. Sunday School starts 
9:45 a.m., Worship starts 8:30 
a.m. and 11 a.m. 11 a.m. worship 
service available on Youtube. Youth 
Wednesday evening. 

    Life.Church Mustang, Part of the 
Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC) 
1052 E. Hwy 152. Phone 256-2870, 
Pastor Zane Rowland. Service times 
are Sunday 8:30, 10 and 11:30am, 
and 1 p.m. www.life.church/mustang

The $1 trillion for a 
year covers depart-
ments like defense, 
education, and 
Housing and Urban 
Development.

“A lot of the conver-
sation now is, what is 
unspent in that first 
allocation, what could 
we reprogram to say, if 
it was unspent — 
instead of adding more 
spending again on top 
of that when (the 
remaining trillion) is 
not even out the door 
— did that go to the 
right place,” Lankford 
said.

He said the CARES 
Act legislation was 
written in about 10 
days. Most bills take 
months to finish.

Parts of the legisla-
tion was sectioned out 
to lawmakers. 
Lankford’s portion 
related to the paycheck 
protection program, 
which is a $350 billion 
program that provided 
small businesses 
money for eight weeks 
through federal loans.

Any small business, 
nonprofit and faith-
based organization 
could benefit from the 
protection, Lankford 
said.

Businesses that 
received more than 
$150,000 must show 
how the money was 
used and the amounts 
for each area to close 
the loan.

The loan could only 
be used for payroll, 
utilities and rent, he 
said.

There will be audits 
for businesses who 
have received $2 bil-
lion.

Lankford said they 
want to keep people 
honest.

He advised people to 
wait until the first part 
of October to go 
through the process if 
they can, as it may be 
simplified more by 
that time.

The senator also dis-
cussed taking a more 
targeted approach 
regarding COVID-19, 
now that the govern-

ment knows more 
about the virus than it 
did in March.

For instance, while 
many industries strug-
gled because of the 
pandemic, some, like 
grocery chains suc-
ceeded.

An example of a 
struggling industry 
that Lankford used 
related to charter 
buses to determine 
what will need to be 
done for bus compa-
nies in 2021.

“How do we let them 
just get through, is 
that loans, is that some 
grants, what’s a mix of 
that to be able to not 
make people whole, 
but to be able to get 
people through, 
because every dollar 
that’s spent is a tax 
dollar,” Lankford said.

Additionally, some 
city government offi-
cials are worried about 
what this fall will hold, 
despite most cities’ 
revenue being up 
because more people 
are shopping online.

Mustang’s sales tax 
was up $108,866.03 and 
Yukon’s was up 
$130,836.12 last month 
when compared to the 
previous August.

Lankford said $1.5 
billion has been allo-
cated to city and coun-
ty governments. Some 
have not received their 
funds yet.

Much of this money 
is spent on personal 
protective equipment 
for communities, as 
well as paying local 
law enforcement’s sala-
ries, he said.

Lankford anticipates 
there will be another 
round of relief coming 
this month.

One person inquired 
about fraud regarding 
voting by mail.

Mailed out ballots 
are different than 
absentee because they 
are not requested, they 
are sent to all regis-
tered voters in some 
areas.

“The problem with 
just the mail-out bal-
lots is, how many bal-

lots are mailed to peo-
ple with addresses that 
that person is not 
there?” Lankford said.

It is a felony to vote 
more than once in any 
election.

In regard to an 
attendee’s question 
about evictions, 
Lankford said there 
was no excuse for peo-
ple to not pay their 
rent because of the 
$600 and $1,200 stimu-
lus checks people 
received.

From listening to 
some manufacturing 
companies, Lankford 
said he’s heard some 
people won’t return to 
work until their unem-
ployment benefits run 
out because they’re 
making more than 
they were at their job.

Regarding COVID-19 
vaccines, Lankford 
said there are three 
being reviewed.

He said the first vac-
cine should be ready 
by the end of this year.

It’s in the final 
human trials, where it 

will then be challenged 
and evaluated by sta-
tistics and competitors 
for safety and effective-
ness.

There are 56 days in 
each of the three 
phases.

Thirty thousand peo-
ple are included in the 
trial; 20,000 get the vac-
cine and 10,000 receive 
a placebo.

“They literally send 
them out without a 
mask on into the popu-
lation to find out who 
gets COVID-19 and who 
doesn’t,” Lankford 
said.

Participants will be 
monitored by experts 
and asked to periodi-
cally provide blood 
samples throughout 
their trial, according 
to the National 
Institutes of Health.

Volunteers 18 and 
older may participate 
in the trial.

Upon completion, 
the vaccines will not 
be mandated, rather 
available for those who 
want it.
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