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At Your Service ...
State Legislators
State Rep. Jay Steagall
Phone: 557-7352
email: jay.steagall@okhouse.gov
State Rep. Rhonda Baker
Phone: 557-7311
email: rhonda.baker@okhouse.gov
State Sen. Stephanie Bice
Phone: 521-5592
email: bice@oksenate.gov
State Sen. Lonnie Paxton
Phone: 521-5537
email: paxton@oksenate.gov

Congressional Officials
U.S. Rep. Frank Lucas
Phone: (405) 373-1958
U.S. Sen James Inhofe
Phone: (405) 608-4381
U.S. Sen James Lankford
Phone: (405) 231-4941

City of Yukon Officials
Mayor Shelli Selby
Phone: 684-1381
Vice Mayor Jeffrey Wootton
Phone: 418-6826
Council Member Donna Yanda
Phone: 350-0790.
Council Member Richard Cacini
Phone: 350-0448
Council Member Aric Gilliland

Phone: 494-0227
Police Chief John Corn
Phone: 354-1551
Fire Chief Shawn Vogt
Phone: 354-2133
Public Works Dir. Arnold Adams
Phone: 354-2121
Development Director Mitch Hort
Phone: 354-6676
Parks & Rec Director Jan Scott
Phone: 350-8937

Yukon School Officials
President Leonard Wells
Phone: 354-6275
Vice President Suzanne Cannon
Phone: 226-8152
Board Clerk Member Rex VanMeter
Phone: 213-6608
Assistant Clerk Chris Cunningham
Phone: 605-9928
Member Michele Hawthorne
Phone: 613-7796
Superintendent Dr. Jason Simeroth
Phone: 354-2587

County Commissioners
District 1 – Marc Hader
Phone: 262-4673
District 2 - David Anderson
Phone: 262-0589
District 3 - Jack Stewart
Phone: 422-2427

Looking for us?
Find copies of the Yukon Review at the
following area locations:

Circle K

¶Mustang Road & Hwy 66
¶Vandament & Cornwell
¶10th & Garth Brooks

OnCue

•10th & Cornwell

And More!

The Yukon Review
mission statement:

“Yukon’s hometown source for
news, sports and information
the people of our community
need to know”

Letter to the
editor policy:
To submit a letter to
the editor, send to
editor@theyukon
review.com

Singing in the rain...
psettle@theyukonreview.com

uGood News

I love the rain!
Rainy days and
Mondays, as Karen
Carpenter used to sing
to us, don’t have to get
us down.
By the way, I loved
Karen Carpenter. She
had such a promising
career ahead of her.
About rain. I have a
couple of memories
that will be with me
forever.
The first is about my
childhood fear of thunder.
I remember my
grandmother telling
me, thunder is just the
“potato man” pushing
his cart full of potatoes
up the hill and then
suddenly, he loses control and the potatoes
fall tumbling down the
hill — thump, thump,
thump, thump …
THUMP!
Thus, the thunder
sound.
I fell for this explanation and wasn’t afraid
of thunder ever again.
All I could do was
picture a man (in my
head, he looked like a

shower.
You see a thunderstorm has “charged”
rain carrying nitrogen,
which is awesome for
the crops, plants, etc.
It feeds the vegetation, whereas, a plain
rain shower does not
have the same nutrients as a thunderstorm
rain.
I have always been
very impressed by
these two memories.
They have given me
the most amazing images in my head with
every T-storm I experience. I love them!
Now, I want to share
with you a little more
about rain, per NASA’s
information page.
You see, the actual
shape of a raindrop is
not the tear drop shape
we imagine.
In other words, it
does not look like a
tear.
Raindrops are actually shaped like the top of
a hamburger bun,
round on the top and
flat on the bottom.
In the atmosphere,
dust and smoke parti-
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man from the musical,
“Fiddler on the Roof”)
wearing tattered clothing with a big burly
beard, singing, “If I
were a rich man… .”
Yes, I have a big
imagination.
The second ingrained
memory is Gary
England, a Channel 9
meteorologist.
I loved Gary as a
young girl.
He always gave you
such great explanations
of the weather and
what it means.
I remember him
speaking to me through
the TV and explaining
the difference between
a thunderstorm with
lightning and thunder,
and just a plain rain

cles suspended in
clouds create places
where moisture can
settle and form into
drops.
The molecules that
make up these drops
stick together because
they are attracted to
bonding with each
other rather than air.
So, the water molecules in raindrops cling
together in their round
little community until
they start to fall.
Have you ever wondered about those giant
raindrops we see sometimes?
Well, those are regular small drops that collide into each other on
their way to earth and
form the bigger ones.
Cool, huh?
Well, that’s all I
know and have learned
in the past and recently.
I am no meteorologist or scientist, I just
love rain and have
always been fascinated
with thunderstorms.
Yes, I do love singin’
in the rain and splashin’ in the puddles at my
age. Just don’t tell anybody.

The Electoral College matters to minorities
By JONATHAN SMALL
Oklahoma Council
of Public Affairs

Rather than have a
nationwide popular
vote, the United States
chooses its president
through the Electoral
College with the outcome tied to multiple
state-level elections.
This system ensures
voters in smaller states
like Oklahoma are still
prized by presidential
candidates.
But it has also
ensured minority
groups of all types can
wield greater influence
even as consensus-building is incentivized.
The Electoral
College’s benefit has
accrued not only to
those interested in specific issues—such as
pro-life voters or environmentalists—but to
racial minorities as
well.
Consider this.
In the last presidential election, roughly
130 million people
voted.
Roughly 35 million
votes were cast by
racial minorities.
If we eliminated the

Electoral College and
chose the president
based solely on popular
vote, the president
could be selected solely
by white people.
But in the state elections that ultimately
choose the president
through the Electoral
College, Black voters
represent a key share
of the voting population and have greater
sway.
If you doubt minority
voters matter, consider
how much time the
recent Republican
National Convention
devoted to minority
speakers and appeals to
minority communities
— even though
Republicans have not
historically drawn a
large share of the
minority vote.
In the Electoral
College system those
voters are still prized
by both parties.
That’s why in 1979,
Vernon E. Jordan, Jr.,
then president of the
Black Leadership
Forum, testified before
the Senate to voice “the
strongest opposition to
the proposal to abolish
the Electoral College,”
warning the “precious,

thou limited, political
influence of Black
Americans would be
curtailed under direct
elections.”
He noted a segregationist “George
Wallace-type campaign
would flourish without
the restraining influence of the winnertake-all Electoral
College system.”
When John F.
Kennedy defended the
Electoral College in
1956, he noted one proponent of eliminating
the Electoral College
expressly said that
change would make
unnecessary political
recognition of the
“Negro, Jewish and
organized labor vote in
New York City.”
With the Electoral
College, an explicitly
racist candidacy has
little chance of success.
In 1979, Jordan noted
nearly 52 percent of all
Black voters lived in
nine states, and no
president had been
elected without winning at least five of
those states.
Many prior presidential candidates who had
carried those states did
so by narrow margins,

which meant Black voters could have proven
decisive.
The Electoral College
is the reason candidates from both major
parties still work to
appeal to the broadest
possible audience
today.
These and other
important issues are
discussed in
“Safeguard: An
Electoral College
Story,” a documentary
the Oklahoma Council
of Public Affairs helped
fund. I encourage
Oklahomans to watch
it.
Throughout history,
majorities have used
government power to
disadvantage minorities.
That’s something our
founding fathers understood, and the Electoral
College was one tool
they used to prevent
such abuses.
The need for that
safeguard still exists
today.
Jonathan Small
serves as president of
the Oklahoma Council
of Public Affairs (www.
ocpathink.org)
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