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Panel approves expo center flooring plan
By TERRY GROOVER

tgroover@theyukonreview.com

A rubberized flooring will be added to
the new Canadian
County Fairgrounds
Expo Center to help
protect horses as they
move from the arena
to their stalls.
Members of the
county’s public facilities authority voted
unanimously Monday
to approve the added
$34,666 costs for the

fairground project.
District 2 County
Commissioner David
Anderson had recommended the additional
flooring, which will
be placed between the
barn columns and the
outside wall.
Jacob Lingo, from
Lingo Construction,
said the rubberized
flooring is similar to
what is used on walking tracks and will be
able to withstand the
abuse it will likely
take from horses, as

well as frequent pressure washing.
He said it will be
laid over a concrete
flooring to minimize
damage to the
equines’ hooves.
Anderson called the
plan a “good idea.”
About 2,400 feet of
the “equine carpeting” will be installed
as part of the contract
addition.
Werm Flooring of
Oklahoma City will
handle the installation.

Anderson said the
cost of the project can
be covered by savings
from the cost of rock
being used to construct the expo center’s parking lot.
Commissioner Marc
Hader said it was a
good expense that
likely will pay for
itself by attracting
more horse shows to
the arena.
Also Monday, the
panel agreed to spend
$263,114.25 to build a
13,000-gallon water

reservoir that could
be used for fire suppression.
Hader said the
expenditure was necessary after the city of
El Reno failed to follow through on an
agreement to provide
the water needed for
fire suppression to the
fairgrounds complex.
The city had originally agreed to provide water through
the Banner Water
District. However, the
city never followed

through on the agreement, Hader said
As a result, the
county has decided to
construct a two-milelong water line from
Reno Avenue to the
new complex.
However, Hader
said they can’t be sure
the pressure will be
sufficient to provide
the level of protection
that is needed.
The reservoir, along
with the necessary
pumps, will ensure
proper fire protection.

Future of old fairgrounds discussed by officials
By RAY DYER

El Reno Tribune

If all goes as planned,
by this time next year
the new Canadian
County Fairgrounds
will have hosted its
first free fair.
Projections are the
more than $15 million
fairgrounds, being
built north of Jensen
Road and east of U.S.
81, will be up and running before the annual
county fair gets underway, usually in late
August.
So the question now
becomes, what will
become of the former
site of the fairgrounds?
The roughly 14 acres
rests in the El Reno
city limits along North
Country Club and
Foreman Road.
It's been the location
for the fair as well as
other education and
government activities
for more than six
decades.
County Commissioners Jack Stewart,
Marc Hader and David
Anderson will face the
question of what to do
with the property.
Each expressed
ideas, and they know
there will be others
who may have some
ideas they'd like to
express as well.
The property rests
inside Hader's District
1, although North
Country Club Road is
the dividing line
between District 1 and

Stewart's District 3.
Hader said he sees a
number of uses for the
property, including
building "an inexpensive space for jail overflow."
Hader said while the
inmate numbers have
been down at the
Canadian County jail,
he sees a time when
more space will be
needed.
He said building an
overflow jail at the former fairgrounds could
serve several purposes.
Hader said non-violent offenders, such as
those being held on
bogus check charges,
could be housed at
such a location.
He said there is
enough open land to
allow for inmates to
plant and harvest a
garden.
"They could feed
themselves," Hader
said.
He said any excess
produce could be given
to nonprofit organizations such as El Reno's
Blessing Baskets or
churches that are feeding the less fortunate.
"I'd rather build
something inexpensive
there than spend millions on the kind of jail
that has been talked
about in the past."
Hader also sees the
property being used for
a combined auto and
equipment service and
repair shop that could
serve all three commissioner districts. He

There are several options being considered for the current Canadian County Fairgrounds complex in El Reno. The
fairgrounds are expected to relocate to a new site next year. Photo / El Reno Tribune
said the possibility
exists that municipal
governments could also
utilize the services.
"If Piedmont is in a
tough financial spot,
maybe they could have
their city vehicles serviced there," he said.
He said inmate labor
could also be used to
help with mechanical
repairs.
Stewart said the combined mechanic shop
serving all three districts also appeals to
him.
Stewart said the
county has some heavy
equipment that is
beyond the scope of the
current mechanics on
staff.
Both Hader and
Stewart mentioned the
county leases space

used by the sheriff's
office for vehicle maintenance.
They said that work
could also be moved to
the fairgrounds site.
Both Stewart and
Hader said they would
be open to ideas from
other entities, especially anything that helps
promote economic
development for the
county.
District 2 Commissioner David Anderson
said he also is open to

ideas as to what is the
best use for the property.
He said he expects to
hear from both the city
of El Reno as well as El
Reno Public Schools
about possible uses for
the site.
Stewart said the site
could be used now by
the public school district for parking.
Baseball and softball
games played by EHS
teams as well as Little
League games are

played on fields to the
west of the current fairgrounds.
Anderson said the
offices of the OSU
Extension Service will
remain at the current
fairgrounds location,
although the plan is to
eventually move that
operation to the new
fairgrounds.
"I know over the next
few months we'll be
having some discussions about this,"
Anderson said.

Officials table ACOG-vote
By SHANE SMITH

For The Yukon Review

At their meeting
Monday, Canadian
County commissioners
tabled for a second week
a voting resolution for
the Association of
Central Oklahoma
Governments.
The item in question
centers around a disagreement between the
Commissioners and
Association of Central
Oklahoma Governments about weighted
voting.
According to District
1 Commissioner Marc
Hader, ACOG wants
weighted voting based
on population, while
Canadian County wants
a one entity-one vote
system.
Under ACOG's formula, bigger cities such as
Oklahoma City, Norman
and Edmond have more
votes based on their size
than smaller cities like
Yukon or Mustang.
Based on this idea,
the larger cities receive
more funding as well.
Under weighted voting, Oklahoma City represents more than half
of all votes in the ACOG
region. ACOG facilitates
multiple elements of
county and municipal
governments, including
911 funds.
Hader said the commissioners are always
concerned about fairness.
District 3 Commissioner Jack Stewart
remarked, "This is
exactly why we have a
House and a Senate."
A resolution on the
subject was passed by
Commissioners last
week. The second resolution, the Weighted

Voting Amendment to
Agreement Creating the
911 Association, was
tabled Monday.
Whatever action the
country takes, ACOG
will still provide 911
funds.
The City of Mustang
approved a weighted
voting amendment Sept.
1. It had been approved
by the 911 ACOG Board
of Directors on June 18,
2018, and ratified on
December 13 of the same
year.
OTHER ACTION
A bid for a generator
was also approved at
Monday's meeting, as
was a contract between

the commissioners and
Jose Martinez for concrete work. Hader said
that Sheriff Chris West
wanted a concrete pad
between the stable and
the jail.
Commissioners also
approved an agreement
between GBC and
Canadian County
Election Board for
maintenance on
Pinnacle 27 roll laminator for the period
FY-2021.
The commissioners
also briefly discussed
the Canadian County
jail. As of Monday,
inmate population was
153, down 13 from last
week.

We’re Right Here.

Dr. Justin Sparkes, INTEGRIS Family Care Edmond East

For decades, Oklahomans have trusted INTEGRIS
Health to be their health care partner.

Our physicians, nurses, technology and leading-edge
comprehensive care have saved and improved countless
lives. So it’s no surprise that as we move forward through
the COVID-19 pandemic, Oklahomans are looking to us

Yukon Animal Control's

PET OF THE
WEEK
This fivemonth-old
female brindle
puppy is ready
for adoption!
She is super
sweet, eager
to cuddle
and quick
in learning
commands.
Call 405350-4PET to
schedule an
appointment to
meet this pup!

more than ever.
And we stand ready to deliver the standard of quality
care and safety you expect.
We have added more safety measures so you don’t need
to miss appointments or ignore symptoms. You’ll notice
curbside check-in, temperature checks and, as always,
continual cleaning and intensified disinfecting. From our
hospitals and clinics to telehealth, you can feel confident
that the care you need is accessible and available right now,
in person or by video.
Let’s get through this together, Oklahoma.

Search: City of Yukon Animal Control Facility on
Facebook to view more adoptable pets.

For more information, please call the
Yukon Animal Shelter at 405-350-4PET
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