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Lady Broncos rally for regional title
During the regional 

softball tournament, 
there were a couple of 
times Mustang could 
have folded and called 
it a day. 

However, that is not 
what Mustang coach 
Lacy Darity has 
instilled in her squad. 

From day one of the 
season, she has had 
them believing they are 
always in the game.  

So, when the Broncos 
found themselves trail-
ing by seven runs in 
the regional champion-
ship series against 
Yukon, it was not a sur-
prise that they found a 
way to comeback to 
win the regional title.

The final score was 
12-9. 

“They were resilient 
all day. It started last 
night (Thursday). We 
dug ourselves a hole 

and found a way to win. 
Then today we dug our-
selves an even bigger 
hole,” Darity said. 

The coach said she is 
constantly preaching 
that winning requires 
mental toughness.

“They never stopped 
believing, they never 
stopped fighting and it 
worked out in our 
favor,” the first-year 
Mustang coach said. 

The victory earned 
Mustang a spot in the 
6A State Fastpitch tour-
nament this week at 
Hall of Fame Stadium 
in Oklahoma City. 

They will face 
Darity’s former team, 
Deer Creek, at 11 a.m. 
Thursday in the open-
ing round.  

“Just want to see us 
keep fighting,” Darity 
said. “Getting the little 
things cleaned up. Just 
keep swinging our The Mustang Lady Broncos overcame a huge deficit last Thursday against Yukon to win the regional softball tourna-

ment. The Lady Broncos advanced to the Class 6A State Tournament, which begins Thursday. It will be played at ASA 
Hall of Fame Stadium in Oklahoma City. The Lady Broncos will face Deer Creek at 11 a.m. Photo / Terry Groover

By MICHAEL KINNEY
For The Mustang News

The Mustang Lady 
Broncos cruised 
through the Class 6A 
Regional Tournament 
Tuesday capturing vic-
tories over the 
Westmoore Lady 
Jaguars and the Moore 
Lady Lions.

In the early match, 
Mustang steamrolled 
Westmoore in straight 
sets, 25-14, 25-17, 25-22 to 
advance to the champi-
onship match. 

The Lady Broncos 
got off to a rocky start 
in the championship 
match down 6 to 0. 

Most coaches would 
have called a timeout 
in that situation, but 
when asked why no 
timeout was called, 
Mustang coach Steve 
Hajek laughed and said 
he has been doing that 
all year. 

“We just needed to 
settle down and let the 
girls find themselves. 
We’ve come back from 
greater deficits than 
that.”

Mustang rallied in 
set one but ended up 
losing 25-22 behind 14 
unforced errors. 

That was the only set 
they dropped all day. 

In second set, the 
Bronco netters bounced 
back behind stellar 
play from their senior 
hitters, AB Fehrie, 
Maddy Booth and Ruby 
Kelley, who combined 
for eight kills and two 
aces. 

Mustang won 25-17. 
Hajek said his team 

hit the ball well all day 
and found ways to con-
trol the net, which was 
the reason they were 
able to bounce back 
after dropping the first 
set. 

Mustang took control 

of the match in set 
three, starting with a 
4-0 run to lead 6-1 
before Moore coach 
Rachel Travis had seen 
enough and called a 
timeout. 

That didn’t slow the 
Lady Broncos, who won 
the set 25-18. 

The beginning of set 
four was much more 
competitive. Both 
teams went back and 
forth until Mustang 
went on a small run 
and led 13-7. 

Mustang then scored 
six out of the next eight 
points to lead 19-9, 
which prompted anoth-
er Moore timeout. 
Mustang won the set 
25-15 to capture the 
regional title and 
secure their spot in the 
Class 6A State 
Tournament next week. 

Hajek tipped his cap 

Mustang netters dominate 
6A Regionals, make state
By ANTHONY MELLENDORF

For The Mustang News

The Mustang Lady Broncos scored a trip to the Class 6A State Volleyball Tournament 
on Tuesday with wins over Westmoore and Moore. This is the second consecutive sea-
son the Lady Broncos have advanced to the state tournament. Photo / Terry Groover

When Tulsa Union 
traveled to Mustang 
last week, they were 
riding a four-game los-
ing streak to start the 
season. 

It was the first time 
in recent memory they 
had lost four games in 
a row, so many 
believed the Redskins 
were on the downslide 
of their dynasty run.

By the time their 
game with the Broncos 
ended, those doubts 
had been erased.  

Union defeated 
Mustang 66-10 at 
Bronco Stadium 
Friday. It was the most 
lopsided loss of the sea-
son for Mustang.  

“We just got beat flat 
and simple tonight,” 
MHS coach Lee 
Blankenship said. 
“We’ve got a lot of guys 
on the field, but there’s 
a lot of sophomores 
running around on this 
football field. We just 
got to keep getting bet-
ter.” 

The final numbers on 
the night tell much of 

the story. Mustang was 
held to 258 yards in the 
game. That includes 
just 96 yards through 
the air.  

Mustang’s lone 
touchdown came in the 

fourth quarter after the 
contests had been put 
away. 

Conversely, Union 
racked up 746 total 
yards. They were espe-
cially lethal on the 

ground as they piled on 
579 yards rushing. 

AJ Brown led 
Union’s running attack 

The Mustang Broncos struggled Friday against the Tulsa Union Redskins. The Broncos 
hope to regroup this week when they travel to Edmond North. The two teams will play 
at 7 p.m. Thursday. Photo / Ron Lane

Broncos look to rebound from rout
By MICHAEL KINNEY
For The Mustang News

DEER CREEK — In No. 2 Mustang’s final 
tune-up before the postseason, the MHS boys’ 
cross-country team was able to lock horns with 
No. 3 Deer Creek once again. But this time 
around, it was the Broncos who came out on 
top Tuesday at the Central Oklahoma Coaches 
Association Conference Meet.  

Led by Gabe Simonsen and Brendan 
Robeaux, the Broncos scored 37 points to win 
the boys’ team championship at Deer Creek 
Middle School. 

The Antlers were right behind Mustang with 
40 points.  

Westmoore, Edmond Memorial and Edmond 
North rounded out the top five.  

The conference championship sends Mustang 
into the regional championships riding 
momentum and confidence that they can com-
pete for a state title.  

Simonsen continued his dominant senior sea-
son as he took home individual honors. 

He ran a 15:24 over the 5k course to claim the 
conference championship. 

AJ Antonelli of Deer Creek stayed with 
Simonsen for much of the race, but Simonsen 
had too much of a kick and beat Antonelli by 10 
seconds.  

Robeaux had a top-10 finish as he took sixth 
overall. 

His time of 16:03 was good enough to hold off 
a pair of runners from Deer Creek,  

But it was the strong placing of Parker 

Simonsen paces Broncos 
to CC conference title

By MICHAEL KINNEY
For The Mustang News
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