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Getting The Job Done

Oklahoma City police and fire support Paul Rosino.  
Paul stands with those who work to keep our community safe every day. 

Mustang Public 
Schools’ Week 8 
COVID-19 data was 
released Wednesday, 
as fall break nears.

Despite the number 
of active positive cases 
of COVID-19 and active 

quarantines decreas-
ing slightly for the 
third consecutive week 
(active positives 
decreased by one and 
quarantines decreased 
by six), the district saw 
an increase in known 
positive cases and 
close contacts, the dis-

trict said.
There are 12 more 

positive cases and 
close contacts 
increased by 90 percent 
from Week 7.

Riverwood Elemen-
tary, which is closed 
through Oct. 26 due to 
the spread of the virus, 

saw an increase of 
three positive cases 
and nearly tripled its 
number of close con-
tacts from Week 7’s 
data.

However, Mustang 
Elementary had the 
highest number of posi-
tive results of the eight 

elementary schools 
with eight cases.

“Each situation is 
unique, and it boils 
down to whether we 
have enough staff to 
safely supervise stu-
dents and conduct 
school,” said Director 
of Communications 

Kirk Wilson. 
“In the case of 

Riverwood, we did not 
feel this threshold was 
met, so the decision 
was made to close the 
school through Oct 23,” 
he said.

Fall break begins 
Thursday.

District sees decline in COVID-19 cases
By HALEY HUMPHREY

newseditor@mustangnews.info

El Reno murder suspect dies while in custody
An El Reno woman 

charged in the 2015 
death of a toddler in 
her care has died, 
according to officials 
with the Canadian 
County sheriff’s office.

Sheriff Chris West 
said Lesley Hendrix 
died Sunday at Integris 
Canadian Valley 
Hospital in Yukon after 
collapsing at the 
Canadian County 
Detention Center, 
where she had been 
held since her arrest 
Jan. 27, 2016.

Hendrix, who was 36, 
was charged with first-
degree murder.

West said Hendrix 
collapsed while taking 
a shower about 2:30 
p.m. Sunday. She was 
taken by ambulance to 
the Yukon hospital, 
where she died.

“She expired at the 
hospital,” West said.

The cause of her 
death is still under 
investigation, West 
said. 

Hendrix was charged 
in the death of Isabella 
Little Elk, the 
23-month-old child she 
was caring for at her 
home.

The state medical 
examiner’s office ruled 
the child’s death was 
caused by blunt force 
trauma to her head 
and could only have 
been caused by abuse 
and only during the 
time she was in 
Hendrix’s care. 

Hendrix was arrest-
ed and charged about a 
month after the child’s 
death.

She has remained in 
custody since her 
arrest. 

She was scheduled to 
stand trial later this 

year.
Several other trial 

dates had been post-
poned. 

At the time of her 
death, Hendrix was the 
longest-held inmate at 
the county facility, jail 
records show.

At a preliminary 
hearing that bound 
Hendrix over for trial, 
Dawn Little Elk testi-
fied she had dropped 
her children off with 
Hendrix on the morn-
ing of Nov. 18, 2015. 

She received a text 
message while at work 
to contact Hendrix at 
about 11 a.m., stating, 
“Call me, it’s an emer-
gency.”

By the time Little 
Elk received the mes-
sage, her daughter 
already was at an El 
Reno hospital. She 
later was transferred 
to Children’s Hospital 
at OU Medical Center, 

where she died the 
next day.

Little Elk testified 
the child did have a 
small “fading” bruise 
on her forehead, which 
had occurred during 
the previous days from 
her falling. 

However, when she 
arrived at the hospital, 
her face had a “weird” 
bruise and it appeared 
that her lip was swol-
len, Little Elk told the 
judge.

“She never regained 
consciousness,” she 
said.

Little Elk also said 
she had been taking 
her children to stay 
with Hendrix for about 
a year, and that her 
daughter had previous-
ly been injured when 
she was struck by a 
ladder that had tum-
bled over. 

That incident 
occurred in June, she 

said.
Little Elk said 

Hendrix lived at the 
home with her hus-
band and two children 
but was alone when 
she dropped her chil-
dren off.

According to court 
documents, Hendrix 
called 911 at about 
10:30 a.m. and said a 
child in her care was 
breathing but would 
not wake up.

When emergency 
personnel arrived, the 
child was taken to the 
El Reno hospital, 
where an MRI showed 
a “brain bleed,” court 
documents show.

According to doctors 
who examined the 
child, her injuries 
could only have been 
caused by abuse.

Dr. Ryan Brown told 
authorities there was 
no way the injuries 
could have occurred in 

the family home and 
that her symptoms 
included being lethar-
gic, vomiting and sei-
zures. 

He said based on the 
symptoms, the injuries 
could have only 
occurred while she was 
with Hendrix, the doc-
uments show.

An autopsy showed 
the child died from a 
subdermal hematoma 
caused by blunt force 
trauma.

By RAY DYER
El Reno Tribune

LESLEY HENDRIX

Discarded ashes from a 
grill are being blamed for a 
fire that heavily damaged a 
Yukon-area home late 

Sunday.
Authorities with the 

Oklahoma City Fire 
Department said they 
responded to the fire call in 
the 11500 block of SW 25 
Street at about 11:59 p.m.

According to a news 
release provided by the 
OKCFD, when crews arrived 
on the scene, they discov-
ered a fire on the side of the 
house.

The fire included the first-

floor roof above the garage.
Firefighters were able to 

bring the fire under control 
quickly, but the house still 
sustained about $70,000 in 
structural damage as well as 
about $50,000 in loss to con-

tents.
Crews said they believe 

the fire started after ashes 
from a grill were placed 
inside a plastic trash can.

No one was injured, the 
fire department reported.

Yukon-area house damaged by weekend fire
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