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Sponsors sought for 
holiday program

Sponsors are being 
sought by The 
Children’s Christmas 
Committee, which is 
seeking contribu-
tions to provide 
Christmas gifts to 
foster children and 
underprivileged 
youth in Canadian 
County.

A sponsorship can 
include providing 
new, unwrapped toys 
from a child’s wish 
list, donating a gift 
card or organizing a 
toy drive at a place of 
employment or 
church.

Wish lists will be 
distributed by Nov. 
2.

Contact Ann 
Parkhurst by calling 
590-5185 or by email-
ing her at ann.park 
hurst@okdhs.org for 
more information.

Sheriff  to speak 
at Chamber event

Canadian County 
Sheriff Chris West 
will speak at the Oct. 
22 Mustang Chamber 
of Commerce’s lun-
cheon.

The luncheon will 
begin at 11:30 a.m. in 
the Town Center.

State question 805 
will be discussed.

Subway will cater 
the luncheon.

People may regis-
ter at events.r20.con-
stantcontact.com. 

Mustang Public 
Schools transitioned 
Riverwood Elementary 
to remote learning 
effective through at 
least Oct. 23, school 
officials said in a 

release Tuesday.
The transition came 

after several students 
exhibited COVID-19 
symptoms and numer-
ous staff members were 
also impacted.

In-person learning is 
expected to resume  
Oct. 26.

Riverwood Principal 
Jessika Hill advised 
parents to use their 
“Go Packs,” which 
includes instructional 
materials provided to 
parents at open house. 

If paper copies are 
needed, parents can 
pick them up in 

Riverwood’s lobby.
Students also will be 

able to receive meals 
through the school. 

Meals will be provid-
ed for drive-up service 
from 10 a.m. to noon 
Oct. 19-23.

Case managers will 
contact families, whose 

child receives special 
education services, 
regarding how their 
individualized educa-
tion programs will be 
handled.

Classroom teachers 
will contact families for 

COVID concerns close Riverwood
By HALEY HUMPHREY

newseditor@mustangnews.info

Mustang resident Larry Wright sits with his grandchildren, as their pumpkins are loaded into their truck Friday. The family has been coming to the 
United Methodist Church of the Good Shepherd yearly to buy pumpkins for their property’s hayride. This year, they bought 35 pumpkins for under-
privileged children to paint. Photo / Haley Humphrey

Picking pumpkins continues annual tradition

See COVID, Page 6A

Some completely vir-
tual schools, like 
Oklahoma Connections 
Academy and Epic 
Charter Schools, have 
seen an increase in stu-

dent enrollment and 
teacher hires amidst 
the pandemic.

Student enrollment 
at the academy has 
increased 67 percent 
this year, officials said.

There are 38 students 
from Yukon, and 19 

from Mustang.
The academy also 

hired five more teach-
ers to help keep up 
with enrollment.

The academy is a 
kindergarten through 
12th-grade school.

Last year, the acade-

my began team-teach-
ing and looping for kin-
dergarten through 
sixth grade, where two 
teachers help one 
another with areas, like 
sharing lessons.

Once students reach 
seventh grade and 

beyond, they have a dif-
ferent teacher for each 
subject.

The academy also 
has live lessons, where 
teachers can pre-record 

VIRTUAL SUCCESS
Area students turn to online school

By HALEY HUMPHREY
newseditor@mustangnews.info

State Rep. Brian Hill 
and Mustang communi-
ty members decided to 
move forward with a 
tourism plan that 
includes adding murals 
to the community’s 
parks.

The decision came 
during an Oct. 8 meet-
ing.

“As a manager of the 
city’s resources, my 
only concern is, you 
don’t put everything in 
the same park,” said 

City Manager Tim 
Rooney. “What I would 
love to see, if the mural 
route is where you’re 
going, I would love to 
see one in every park.”

With the city’s eight 
parks, he said this 
could promote neigh-
borhood involvement.

Hill also said spread-
ing the murals out capi-
talizes on bringing in 
more people, who will 
spend money at local 
businesses.

“Art begets art,” said 
Hill.

Vice Mayor Brian 

Grider said the 10-foot-
by-10-foot murals would 
be less expensive than 
burying vintage cars 
around the city. 

Rooney also said 
murals may be less 
complex than bringing 
in cars.

Potentially, the 
murals could all be 
completed for $5,000, 
with accompanying 
donations for paint and 
other supplies.

Hill said Dolese Bros 
Co. is interested in 
helping Mustang build 
the murals. Although, 

the city would have to 
provide donations for 
the labor.

Promotional events 
around the city could 
also get people to go to 
each mural, like an art 
crawl with music and 
food.

Mustang Hall of 
Fame member Kathy 
Crout asked the group 
to consider possible 
mural vandalism. 

Rooney said most 
parks aren’t vandal-
ized.

Parks and Recreation 
Director Jean Heasley 

said Heights Park gets 
the most vandalism.

“The one way to 
reduce vandalism, is to 
have more activity at 
the park,” Rooney said.

Cameras could also 
be placed around the 
park to prevent vandal-
ism.

Crout said a mural 
could also be done on 
the backside of the 
Town Center, as the 
center is a prominent 
draw to the public. 

Rooney believes the 

Tourism plan with Mustang murals continues
By HALEY HUMPHREY

newseditor@mustangnews.info
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