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Santa’s  
Toy Shoppe

is accepting applications 
for Christmas 2020!

Please visit  
www.ecctoyshoppe.com

and click on the “SERVICES” 
tab to access this year’s  

application. 

You will receive an email the 
first week of December with 

your date and time.
Dates and times are subject to 

change due to COVID-19. 

Lifetime Mustang 
historical society mem-
ber by day, author by 
night.

But, really, it was no 
secret that Cheryl 
Warren-Cooley would 
soon publish her first 
fiction thriller.

“I’ve just always 
wanted to write,” said 
Cooley.

After graduating 
from the University of 
Central Oklahoma, tak-
ing care of her chil-
dren, grandchildren 
and parents, as well as 
retiring from the 
Federal Aviation 
Administration, Cooley 
finally had time to 
focus and harness her 
creativity.

“I finally said, ‘I’m 
going to do this,’” she 
said.

The Mustang native 
had writing on her 
mind ever since her 
seventh-grade English 
teacher Joilet Lewellen 
inspired her. 

Cooley said she fell 
in love with the classics 
because of Lewellen, 
keeping “Lord of the 
Flies,” “Of Mice and 
Men” and many others 
close to her heart.

She joined Ernest 
Hemingway and Upton 
Sinclair, two of her 

favorite authors, in 
being part of the writ-
ten-word world with 
the creation of her own 
“Cry Wolf; The 
Bummer Lambs.”

“The Bummer 
Lambs” is the subtitle 
for the novel because 
other authors had 
copyrighted “Cry 
Wolf.”

It seems only fitting 
that her book includes 
some Mustang history, 
as Cooley jovially 
describes herself as an 
“avid Mustanger.”

The lives of two law 
enforcement officers, 
who are also best 
friends, are about to be 
undoubtedly changed, 
as readers become 
enveloped in Cooley’s 
journey of small-town 
chaos, chills and 
thrills.

“Two women come 
into their lives — one 
they can trust and one 
they can’t,” Cooley 
said. “The question is, 
which is which?”

The characters are a 
product of Cooley’s 
“vivid imagination,” as 
well as having charac-
teristics of people in 
her real life.

“I think a person’s 
lifetime experiences 
kind of come out when 
they write a book,” 
Cooley said. “I think 
characters are always 

composites of your 
experiences, different 
people you’ve met 
throughout your life.”

Mustang historian 
Carole Hanna, friend 
and supporter of 
Cooley, said she’s 
enthralled with “Cry 
Wolf’s” central charac-
ter, Whitney.

“She’s extremely 
mysterious,” said 
Hanna.

Additionally, Cooley 
incorporated research 
about certain aspects 
throughout the novel to 
accomplish authentici-
ty, like a character’s 
health condition and 
making a theme more 
realistic.

Hanna said she was 
impressed with the sci-
ence fiction elements of 
the book.  

The building of 
Cooley’s novel’s pages 
began about a year and 
a half ago. Amid being 
a wife and mother, 
Cooley sporadically 
wrote whenever she 
had spare time, but 
began typing most of 
the story last October.

The last 16 of “Cry 
Wolf’s” 20 chapters 
were completed 
between October and 
February.

After being advised 
by close friends, who 
had experience writing, 
Cooley decided to 

self-publish her book, 
in hopes of a smoother 
publishing process.

With the help from 
her husband, she was 
able to go through the 
online steps of becom-
ing self-published 
through Draft2Digital, 
a website that helps 
authors follow steps to 
becoming published on 
multiple sites, of which 
are their partners.

One particular quote 
also helped Cooley 
encompass her long-an-
ticipated title of 
“author.” 

The quote by Greg 
Reid says: “A dream 
written down with a 
date becomes a goal. A 
goal broken down into 
steps becomes a plan. A 
plan backed by action 
makes your dreams 
come true.”

“If I can do this, any-
body can,” Cooley said.

“Cry Wolf’s” eBook 
became available Aug. 
17 and can be pur-
chased on Amazon, 
Apple Books, Barnes & 
Noble, Kobo, Scribd, 
Tolino, 24Symbols, 
OverDrive, 
Bibliotheca, Baker & 
Taylor, Findaway 
Voices and Vivlio.

About 50 have been 
sold thus far.

The paperback ver-
sion will be available 
for purchase at Barnes 

& Noble in mid-Octo-
ber.

Readers can expect 
to read a sequel and 
even a prequel soon, 
full of what Hanna 
believes to be more 
surprises and charac-
ter development.

Cooley’s ideas don’t 
stop there, she has oth-
ers, which include 
writing a book about 
her life growing up in 
Mustang.

Unsurprisingly, 
there is much to be 
continued.

Mustang native publishes first book
By HALEY HUMPHREY
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Mustang author Cheryl Warren-Cooley holds her first 
proof copy of her novel “Cry Wolf; The Bummer Lambs” 
Oct. 9. Paperback copies are expected to be available 
this month at Barnes & Noble. Photo / Provided

Oklahoma City com-
munity HOPE Centers 
are expanding across 
the state, with the 
intention to also spread 
nationwide.

“All the centers have 
programming ground-
ed in the science of 
hope, so that really 
helps (Oklahoma 
Human Services) 
address social and emo-
tional well-being for 
these children and for 
their families,” said 
DHS spokesperson 
Casey White. 

“That’s a really 
important initiative 
DHS has taken on and 
that Oklahoma, as a 
whole, has taken on 
under Gov. (Kevin) 
Stitt is this idea of 
becoming a hope-cen-
tered state, a hope-cen-
tered agency, so we can 
create pathways for 
our customers to 
achieve their goals.”

Trump Adminis-
tration officials Eric 
Hargan, U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and 
Human Services deputy 
secretary, and Lynn 
Johnson, assistant sec-
retary for Children and 
Families, as well as 
accompanying staffers 
toured Urban League of 
Greater Oklahoma 
City, Boys and Girls 
Club of Oklahoma 
County and a St. Luke’s 
United Methodist 
Church, all of which 

are HOPE Centers on 
Oct. 5.

State Sen. Paul 
Rosino said the officials 
came to review the cen-
ters and see if they can 
have more nationwide.

Oklahoma is the first 
state to create HOPE 
Centers.

“(The centers) are 
wonderful community 
relationships,” said 
Rosino. “It’s people 
helping people. If we 
can continue to help 
kids, we give them 
opportunities in their 
future.”

These three HOPE 
Centers are among 27 
in the state. They offer 
students and their fam-
ilies educational, men-
tal health, food security 
services and more 
through the Child Care 
and Development 
Fund, which is a feder-
al block grant.

The centers were 
also allotted $15 million 
in CARES Act funds to 
last until the end of the 
year.

DHS may also be 
allowed more flexibili-
ty with using their $160 
million child care sub-
sidies. Some of these 
funds could go toward 
the centers in the 
future, officials said.

The child care subsi-
dies help provide 
low-income families 
access to quality child 
care while they work 
or go to school, White 
said.

She also said these 

families could utilize 
the centers instead of 
traditional child care.

“We think these pro-
grams are really effec-
tive against poverty, 
adverse childhood 
experiences and things 
that cause families to 
bump into DHS,” White 
said.  

Most centers are 
located in the 
Oklahoma City metro 
area. There are a few 
in and near Tulsa, as 
well as in Miami, 
Broken Bow, Ardmore 
and Durant.

White said 10 more 
centers are awaiting 
approval.

Currently, about 
1,700 students are being 
served at the centers.

Most centers serve 
students during regu-
lar school hours.

One DHS worker will 
be at each facility, as 
well as mental health 
professionals.

A meal plan program 
is also offered to each 
student, where they get 
three meals. 

In addition, the 
weekend backpack pro-
gram is implemented, 
so students can take 
home food.

Regarding virtual 
learning at the centers, 
students have access to 
computers and iPads. 

Educational instruc-
tors will help the stu-
dents navigate the 
learning platforms on 
the devices, White said.

The platforms vary 

at each center, which 
is dependent on the 
school district the 
facility is in and what 
platforms they have 
been using because of 
the pandemic, Hillary 
Burkholder, director 
of community partner-
ships at DHS, said.

While most centers 
use an evidence-based 
curriculum, she also 

said teachers in each 
district have their own 
platforms.

Some curriculums 
used are Be There pro-
gram; Smart Girls; 
Passport to Manhood 
program; Love and 
Logic and many oth-
ers, all of which 
address social and 
emotional well-being 
of students and their 

families.
STEM projects, gar-

dening and art activi-
ties will also be avail-
able at the centers.

“It’s not really 
designed to be some-
thing they complete,” 
said Burkholder. “It’s 
a support during the 
school year for those 
who can’t be in in-per-
son classes.”
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