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sticks and making good 
pitches. We’ll be 
ready.” 

Mustang showed dur-
ing the regional tour-
ney that it can present 
opposing teams a lot of 
problems, and that they 
are never out of a 
game.  

After beating Yukon 
in extra innings the 
night before, Mustang 
had to face their rival 
again Thursday after-
noon. MHS needed to 
win just once to clam 
the title.  

However, it was the 
Millerettes who came 
out and took a 9-2 lead 
after four innings. It 
looked like they were 
going to be headed to a 

winner-takes-all game 
later in the day. 

Yet, that is when the 
Lady Broncos started to 
make their comeback.  

Mustang responded 
by loading the bases 
and Landry Garza 
delivered by knocking 
in a pair of runs to cut 
the deficit to five runs.  

Yukon pitcher 
Kaylee Bradley loaded 
the bases again with 
Payton Henry at the 
plate. She had only two 
homers and two RBIs 
during the regular sea-
son, but she smashed a 
grand slam off Bradley 
to get MHS to within 
one at 9-8. 

“I think the grand 
slam had put a lot of 

pressure on Yukon,” 
Darity said. “I think it 
kind of got the weight 
off our shoulders. At 
that point, we knew 
this was ours for the 
taking. Let’s go grab 
it.” 

After giving up 
another single to Laury 
Cottrell, Bradley was 
pulled and Jaycee 
McKee took the circle. 

She got the next two 
outs to close out the 
brutal inning.  

The momentum 
stayed with the Lady 
Broncos into the next 
inning. 

With runners on 
base, Eden Anderson 
came up with an RBI 
single to tie the game. 

Henry knocked in a 
run and Sierra 
Selfridge brought home 
two more as Mustang 
jumped ahead 12-9.  

Mustang then shut 
down the Millers the 
rest of the game to earn 
the title.  

“I just told them keep 
fighting, keep believ-
ing, have each other’s 
backs,” Darity said 
when the team trailed 
by seven. “We’re not 
losing this game. It 
looks a little grim right 
now, but we string 
some base hits togeth-
er, score some runs, 
start putting the pres-
sure on them and then 
we’re going to go take 
it.” 
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to Moore, saying that 
they gave his team a 
little more than they 
wanted but said hit-
ting and, most impor-
tantly, defense is what 
stood out in the match. 

Mustang improves 
to 30-6 on the season 

and advances to the 
state tournament for 
the second year in a 
row.

Last year, Mustang 
lost in the first round 
to Edmond Sante Fe.  
Hajek said his team 
was under a lot of 

pressure last year, but 
this year he is going to 
make a few changes in 
his preparation.

“Last year was the 
first time we had been 
there in a very long 
time, and we had a lot 
of pressure, so this 

year we are just going 
to go and have fun.” 

The Class 6A State 
Tournament bracket 
will be released later 
this week. 

The tournament will 
begin Monday at 
Choctaw High School. 
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with 256 yards. He scored on the 
Redskins second play from 
scrimmage when he reeled off a 
55-yard scamper into the end 
zone. 

It was his first of three trips to 
paydirt.  

Mustang was unable to get its 
offense going as they often shot 
themselves in the foot. 

Penalties negated several big 
plays and put them into tough 
situations.  

Mustang ended the night with 
nine penalties for 78 yards. 

“That first possession was a 
big one,” Blankenship said. “We 
didn’t have enough guys on the 

line of scrimmage, had a sopho-
more that wasn’t up on the dag-
gone line, and we have to punt. 
So that started it.” 

Blankenship this is part of the 
process of playing with such a 
young team. 

There are going to be nights 
when mistakes can snowball.  

“Again, it’s youth, a lot of 
inexperience,” Blankenship 
said. “We had a good team last 
year and a lot of seniors, and 
now we’re young and we’re just 
trying to continue to build and 
get better every single week, 
learn football.” 

Mustang (3-3, 1-2) has a 

Thursday night contest this 
week as they travel to Edmond 
North. 

The Huskies (1-4, 1-1) are com-
ing off a 34-7 defeat Owasso last 
week.  

“We’re going to try to correct 
the little things that we can, the 
non-game plan things, and just 
continue to help our kids learn 
football,” Blankenship said. 
“And then we’re going to put 
this behind us, what’s behind us 
isn’t important and we’re going 
to try to go beat Edmond North 
on Thursday night.” 

Game time is set for 7 p.m. 
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Arnold, Colton Cable and Andrew 
Waller that won the Broncos a first- 
place finish. 

The trio took ninth, 10th and 11th, 
respectively.  

On the girls side, Edmond North 
grabbed the championship with 83 
points. 

 Mustang finished just outside the 
top five in sixth place. Their 147 
points was more than enough to hold 
off Deer Creek, who finished in sev-
enth. 

It was Yukon’s Avery Stanley who 
took individual honors. Her time of 
18:51 was more than 12 seconds 
ahead of the next fastest runner. 

Lakyn Webb paced Mustang. She 
ran a 19:57, which was good enough 
for 12th place. The sophomore was 
two seconds from a top 10 finish. 

Katherine Jones was right behind 
Webb in 15th with a time of 20:01. 

Next up for Mustang are the 
regional cross country meets Oct. 24. 
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Mustang’s Gabe Simonsen leads the way 
during Tuesday’s Central Oklahoma 
Coaches’ Association conference meet at 
Deer Creek. Simonsen won the race for the 
Broncos. Photo / Michael Kinney


